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Le n are ; the papers relating 


h to the Profecution of John Wilkes, 


al eſy; as the author and publiſher of 


16 Zhe 4 $7 number of the Te Bri- 
_ ton.] 
Bench 


MAGNA CHARTA, Os 29. 


- ULLUS Liber Homo capiatur, vel im- 
priſonetur, aut diſſeiſiatur, de libero tene- 
Mida mento ſuo, vel LIBERTATIBUS, vel LIBERIS 
| CONSUETUDINIBUS SUIS, aut utlagetur, aut 
2 exulet, aut aliquo modo deſtruatur. Nec ſuper 


legale Judicium parium ſuorum, vel per legem 
Terræ *, 


—— ent. — As — 


** it lit. 


* No freeman may be „ or uses or eilte | 


ff his freehold, or L1BERTIES or FREE CUSTOMS, or be 
utlawed or baniſhed, or any wiſe deſtroyed. Nor vill we paſs 
upon bim, nor condemn bim, but by the lawful * of his 
Kers, or by the law of "oe and. 


"AP > ay OO 


———— — EE 


eum tbimue, nec ſuper eum mittemus niſi per 


* 
* ä — ———̃ ——— > 
* 1 * 2 


Nathan Carrington John Money 


„ Copy of the General Warrant” 


A S the apprehenſion and commitment of 
John Wilkes, eſq; member of parliament, 
to the Tower, muſt have raiſed the curioſity of 
many people, to know the circumſtances attend- 
ing it, the following detail of ſimple facts (upon 
which every reader will make his own com- 
ments) cannot be unſeaſonable, and is perhaps 


_ abſolutely neceſſary to be laid before the public. 


On Saturday the zoth of April 1763, early 


in the forenoon, three of his Majeſty's meſſen- 


gers, by virtue of a warrant & from the ſecre- 
8 tary 


* George Montague Dunk earl of Halifax viſcount 
L. S. Sunbury and baron Halifax one of the lords of his 
Majeſty's moſt honourable privy eouncil lieutenant 
general of his Majeſty's forces and principal ſecre- 
tary of ſtate, 5 

Theſe are in his Majeſty's name to authorize and require 
you (taking a conſtable to your aſſiſtance) to make ſtrict 
and diligent ſearch for the authors printers and publiſhers 
of a ſeditious and treaſonable paper intitled the North 
Briton Number XLV, Saturday April 23 1763 printed 
. for G. Kearfly in Ludgate Street London and them or 
any of them having found to apprehend and ſeize toge- 
ther with their papers and to bring in ſafe cuſtody before 
me to be examined concerning the premiſes and further 
dealt with according to law. And in the due execu- 
tion thereof all mayors ſheriffs juſtices of the peace con- 
fables and all other his Majeſty's officers civil and mi- 
litary and loving ſubjects whom it may concern are to 
be aiding and aſſiſting to you as there ſhall be occaſion 
and for ſo doing this ſhall be your warrant. Given at 
St. James's the twenty-ſixth day of April in the third 

year of his Majeſty's reign, | 

Directed to | Signed, 


DUNK HALIFAX, 


— 


James Watſon and Robert Black- 
more Four of his Majeſty's meſ- | 

. fengers in ordinary | 9 
8 x. B, The 


execu- 
'© con- 
nd mi- 
are to 
zecaſion 
z31ven at 
LE third 


IF AX, 


B, The 


though 


A ·—— 


by which Mr. Wilkes was ſeized. 3 


tary of Rate, ſeized on the perſon of the faid 


John Wilkes, eſq; member of parliament. 
On the intimation of Mr. Wilkes being in 
cuſtody, a motion was made in the court of 
Common Pleas, then ſitting in Weſtminſter 
Hall, for a Habeas Corpus, which was granted; 
by. reaſon of the Prothonotory's office 
not being open, ſuch Habeas Corpus could not 
be ſued out till four o'clock in the afternoon. 
Several gentlemen, friends and acquaintance 
of the faid John Wilkes, eſq; member of par- 
liament, applied for admittance into his houſe, 
which was then peremptorily refuſed by a pre- 
tended order from the ſecretary of ſtate ; which 
order, though repeatedly requeſted, was not or 
could not ve proguche, - 
As no proper or legal authority appeared to 
countenance ſuch refuſal, the gentlemen thought 
themſelves no ways obliged to obey the verbal 
commands of officers acting only under a verbal 
authority ; and entered accordingly without fur- 
ther queſtion or-moleſtation from theſe officers. 
Mr. Wood, the deputy ſecretary of ſtate, be- 
ing ſent for, demanded the reaſon of ſuch for- 
able entry: it was replied, no force had been 
uſed, and that the gentlemen thought them- 
{elves legally juſtified in what they had don 


— 


ts... AM. 


N. B. The officers had a verbal order to put this warfant in 
execution, by entering forcibly into the houſe of John Wilkes, 
dy; member cf parliament, at midnight; and thole officers- are 
nw threatened with the loſs of their places for not complying 
wth ſuch-verbal inſtructions. 


"A 2 Soon 


— — — - — 
— — — - 


4 Dye Evaſion of the 


Soon after this (whether ſent for or not does 
not appear) Philip Carteret Webb, eſq; ſolici- 


tor to 'the treaſury, came into the room, and 


fome private converſation between him and Mr, 
Wood having paſled, the latter aſked, if any 
gentleman then preſent would attend or in- 
ſpe& the officers while they were ſealing up all 
papers in the houſe of Mr. Wilkes ; or uſed 
words to that or the like effecce. 

Mr. Wilkes having declined accepting-of the 
like offer, no perſon then preſent thought him- 
felf authorized to take upon him ſuch inſpec- 


tion. 


It is remarkable, to evade the Habeas Corpus, 
the cuſtody of Mr. Wilkes was changed no leſs 
than four times in half a day, as if it was a deter- 
mined point to inſult, and make a mockery of 


the moſt important act of parliament, which 


ever paſſed for the liberty of the ſubject. On 
Saturday, April 30, 1763, about noon, we find 
him in the cuſtody of Robert Blackmore and 
James Watſon, under the General Warrant; he 
is ſoon carried by them to the ſecretary of 
ſtate's, then he is in the cuſtody of the earls of 
Egremont and Halifax, their under ſecretaries, 
law clerk, and ſolicitor to the Treaſury; they 
transfer him over to George Collins and Tho- 
mas Ardran ; and laſtly, George Collins and 
Thomas Ardran deliver him to the deputy- 
lieutenant of the Tower, to be kept a cloſe pri- 
Joner, The court of Common Pleas being 


| fitting at the time of the meſſengers ſeizing Mr. 


Wilkes 


Habeas Corpus Aa, 5 5 


Wilkes at his own houſe by the General War- 
rant, application was directly made to that court 
for the Habeas R which was ordered to 
iſſue immediately *, Mr. Wilkes himſelf in- 
* formed the ſecretaries of ſtate of this; and 
1— the affidavits, the one of Richard Hopkins, eſq; 


„ 


ed m,, 
40.0; 3 


In the Common Pleas. 
The HABEAS CORPUS. 


| GEORGE the third by the grace of God of Great- 
Jones. Britain, France, and Ireland, King, defender of the 
faith, and ſo forth. To Robert Blackmore and James Wat-⸗ 
ſon, greeting, We command ye, and each of ye, that ye have 
the body of John Wilkes, eſq; by whatſoever name, or addition 
of name, he may be named or charged under your cuſtody, 
taken and detained as it is ſaid, together with the day and cauſe 
of the taking and detaining the faid John Wilkes before the 
juſtices of our court of Common Bench at Weſtminſter, in the 
great hall of Pleas, there immediately after the receipt of this 
our writ, to do and receive all thoſe things which the ſame 


neſs, Si ir Charles Pratt, Kt. at Weſtminſter, the och day of 
April, in the third year of our reign, 


April 30, 1763. | By Rule of Court. 
Endorſed, H. GOU LD. Beardmore by — 


Mem. Delivered copy to Mrs. Watſon, and the 3 to 
Mrs. Blackmore, pores eight o'clock, 


A. B. a Beardmore. ] 
| April 30, 1763. 


A os 1 member 


rere 


court ſhall then and there conſider of in this particular. Wit- 


—— 


6 proved on Aſidavits. 
* member for Dartmouth, a clerk of the board 


of Green Cloth, the other of John Walſh, efq; 


+ member for Worceſter, will prove that the 
| | | lav 


1 


Tn the Common Pleas, Mr. HO PK IN S's Afﬀidavit, 
RICHARD HOPKINS, of the pariſh of St. George, Hanover- 
Square, eſquire, maketh oath, and faith, that ſoon after this 
honourable court had on Saturday laſt granted a rule on behalf 
of John Wilkes, eſquire, who was then in cuſtody, he went 
with John Walſh, eſquire, to the houſe of the right honourable 
the earl of Halifax, in Great-George Street, Weſtminſter, and 
requeſted the favour to ſpeak with the ſaid John Wilkes, where 
they were at firft told they. could not ſpeak to the faid John 
Wilkes; but afterwards this deponent, and the ſaid John Walſh, 
were informed that they might ſpeak with the ſaid John Wilkes 
in the preſence of Philip Carteret Webb, eſquire, ſolicitor for 
the crown, and Lovell Stanhope, eſquire; and heyvipon 4 
Walch did (in the preſence and hearing of Philip Carteret Webb, 

Lowell Stanhope, and f this deponent ) inform the ſaid John Wilkes, 
that this bencurable court bad granted him a writ of Habeas 


ih wma vo. lt ad ee”. 


Corpus. | 
"Habs Os RICHARD HOPKINS, 
Sworn May 2, 1763, in the New Treaſury chamber at Weſt 
minſter, before me, | 
| H. GOULD. 
A809.) | 
In the Common Pleas, Mr. WAL S H's Affidavit. 
JOHN WALSH, of the pariſh of Saint George, Hanover T. 
Square, eſquire, maketh oath and faith, that he was preſen yo 
on Saturday laſt, in this honourable court, at a time whe of 
the rule was moved for, and granted on behalf of John Wilke be 
eſquire, who was then in cuſtody, for leave to iſſue out a WIH tte 
of Habeas Corpus, in order to bring the ſaid John Wilkes int 
court, together with the cauſe of his detention. And fait) 
that very ſoon after this honourable court had granted a ri 7 
for that purpoſe, he went to the houſe of the right hogouraſ l 


Mr. Wilkes committed to the Tower. 7 
law council to the ſecretaries of ſtate, and the 
3 Wl folicitor to the Treaſury, knew this, while Mr. 
70 Wilkes was at lord Halifax's houfe. He was 
ſoon hurried away to the Fower *, and thus 
the firſt Habeas Corpus, directed to Blackmore 

and Watſon, was wickedly evaded. It was 
vit. ſcarcely poſſible for the friends of Mr. Wilkes 
ver- to uſe more expedition in a law buſineſs. The 
this DH "writ 
half 6 
went EE r 23 1. 
rable the earl of Halifax, in Great George-ſtreet, Weſtminſter, and 


, and requeſted the fayour to ſpeak to the ſaid John Wilkes, where 
here be was at firſt told that he could not ſpeak to the ſaid John 
or Wilkes; but was afterwards informed, he mipht ſpeak to the 
Va z 


faid John Wilkes in the preſence of Mr. Philip Carteret Webb, 


Vilkes ſolicitor of the treaſury, and Lovell Stanhope, eſqulre; and 


tor for WI thereupon did (in the preſence and hearing of Philip Carteret Webb 
2 and Lowell Stanhope) inform the ſaid John Wilkes, that this bo- 
evo, | 


nourable court had granted him a writ of Habeas Corpus, 


£ 3 4 a. 
me - 1 JohN WALSH. 
; Sworn May 2, 1763, in the New Treaſury chamber at Weſt- 
INS. minſter, before me, METS . 
t Welt 7 H. GOULD. 
t Weh⸗ | ha 
+ „ e 2 BB 


Charles earl of Fygremont, and George Dunk earl of Hklifax, 
lords. of his Majeſty's moſt honourgble privy council, and 
principal ſecretaries of ſtate, &c. | x 

THESE are, in his Majeſty's name, to authoriſe and require 
you to deliver into the cuſtbdy of the conſtable of the Tower 
of London, the body of John Wilkes, eſq; for which this ſhall 
be your warrant. Given under or hands and ſeals this thir- 
tieth day of April, 1763. | . | 
EGREMONT. _ (L. S.) 
| DUNK HALIFAX. (L. S.) 
To George Collins and Thomas Ardran, two of his Majeſty's 
meſſengers in ordinary. 5 | 
e F550 I CO- 


| 

| — * Copies of the Orders 
writ was moved for at noon, and granted im- 
—＋ mediately ; as ſoon as the office was opened in 
the afternoon, it was expedited, and ſerved on 

it each of the meſſengers the ſame evening: in MW? 
i | vain, for miniſters and lawyers were determined fr 
[i the ſubject ſhould not avail himſelf of an act WW” 
i of parliament againſt an a& of power, This 
ll 2 3 1 

(e Oo P V.) 
Charles earl of Egremont and George Dunk earl of Halifax 


lords of his Majeſty's moſt honourable privy council and 
principal ſecretaries of ſtate. 


43'S Theſe are, in his Majeſty's name, to authorize and require 
38 you to receive into your cuſtody the body of John Wilkes, 
of eſqz herewith ſent you, for being the author and publiſher 
* of a moſt infamous and ſeditious libel, intitled the North 
| i Briton, Number 45, tending to inflame the minds and alie- 
\ nate the affections of the people from his Majeſty, and to 
$i Excite them to traiterous inſurrections againſt the govern- 
ment, and to keep him cloſe until he ſhall be delivered by 
due courſe of law, and for ſo doing this ſhall be your warrant, 
Given at St. James's, the goth day of April, 1763, in th 
third year of his Majeſty's reign. | 


Deputy lieutenant. : 
atrocious 


| | Signed EGREMONT. (. S.) 

it DUNK HALIFAX. (L.S.) 
1 To the right hon. John lord Berkely of Stratton conſtable of 
4 his Majeſty's Tower of London, or to the lieutenant of the ei 
* ſaid Tower, or his deputy. | 6: ace 
| , 00: G F. 105 
1 RECEIVED this zoth day of April, 1763, of Mr. George ill 
1 Collins and Mr. Thomas Ardran, two of his Majeſty's mel- . 
ö f ſengers, the body of John Wilkes, eſq; committed to the Tower ks 
| F buy the right hon. the earls of Egremont and Halifax. e Ja 
| 1 Tower, CHARLES RAINSFORD, Wt 
of 


From the Secretaries of State. 9 


x atrocious proceeding remains {till to be enquired 
1 into, ſtill to be puniſhed, ST TOS 
be Since the time of Charles II. when the Ha- 

n bias Corpus Act paſſed, I believe ſo deliberate, fo 
d fraudulent, and ſo barefaced an evaſion of it, 
A {MW when all the delinquents were apprized before- 
hand of their guilt, was never attempted. The 
anſwer of the two meſſengers, Blackmore and 
— Watſon, to the moſt peremptory order of a court 
of juſtice to bring the priſoner immediately be- 
tore them, together with the cauſe of his ſei- 
zure, was only that they had him not in their 
Mod), having purpoſely given him into that 
of another. No court of juſtice was ever be- 
ore ſo trifled with by the low tools of power, 
ben the liberty of an Engliſhman was at ſtake. 
he law commanded, but its authority was 
rampled upon by the officers of the crown. I 
lave not heard of any puniſhment on either of 
he meſſengers, nor of the ſecretaries of ſtate 


"my eing ſo much as queſtioned on this head; but 
3.) am ſure, if ſuch a return to a Habeas Corpus 
8.) deemed ſufficient or ſatisfactory, it is in the 


16 of Nower of a miniſter to ſeize illegally any member 
F the either houſe, and by dodging from place to 
ace, and ſhifting the cuſtody of the priſoner, 
ot four times in half a day, but only four times 
 Winonth, to impriſon him for life even within 
zeorge Wh iſland, which in vain boaſts of the firm bul- 
Tower xs of its liberty, and the protection which 
laws afford the loweſt ſubject againſt the 
) RD, {Wit powerful. ak, a 
| I ſhall 
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10 Juen Gardiner's Aﬀfdavit. 


1 qſhall only farther obſerve, that theſe two 
ſecretaries were the political legacy of the earl 
of Bute in 1763, on his nominal abdication, 
His folicitor and one of his council, ſoon 
after they heard of ſuch commitment, went to 
the Tower in order to conſult with the faid 
John Wilkes, about the legal methods to be 
purſued | for his enlargement, but were denied 
admittance *, L hs . 
| Philip 


* The Afdavit of Pobn Gardiner. 


NN JOHN GARDINER, of the Inner Temple, eq 
to wit, barriſter at law, maketh oath and ſaith, that about 
twelve or one o'clock in the forenoon, on Saturday the 3oth ol 
April 1763, he (being in Weſtminſter-hall) heard that a mo. 


. | —— Ie } 
0 tion was then making in his Majeſty's court of Common Plea 


for an Habeas Corpus to bring up the body of John Wilkes, eſg 
who, as this deponent was then informed, was a priſoner it 
the cuſtody of ſome of his Majeſty's meſſengers in ordinary; 
that he immediately. went into court to ſee the event of ti 
motion. That as ſoon as the court had ordered the writ d 
Habeas Corpus to iſſue, he went to the houſe of Mr. Wilke 


1 at the door of which he ſaw ſeveral gentlemen (friends of M. 
Wd Wilkes) who informed him that they could not gain any at 
BY miſſion into the houſe ; and further told, that the King's me 
| ſengers were in the houſe, and kept the door thereof: When 


upon he went up to the door and knocked, which was ſool 


1 | | opened, and kept a little way open, by ſome perſon or perſol 


within. He then aſked Mr. Wilkes's ſervant, who appeart 
through the opening of the door, whether his maſter was with 
in? The ſervant anſwered, he was not; and added, Mr. Wille 
Had been carried:to, and then was at lord Halifax's. He aſke 
the ſaid ſervant to let him into Mr. Wilkes's houſe z to wil 
che ſervant made anſwer, that it was not in his power, f 


| 
if 
if that the meſſengers were in poſſeſſion of the door. He tif 


deſired to ſee ſuch meſſengers: upon which one of the 
meſſengers (whoſe name was Blackmore) came in fight. 
then aſked the meſſenger, by what authority be ka | 


hin „ 


John Gardiner s Affidavit. 11 
Philip Carteret Webb, eſq; ſolicitor to the 
treaſury, then being preſent in the ſaid major 
KRainsford's room, Mr. Wilkes's council and 
ſolicitor applied to the ſaid Mr. Webb for ad- 
mittance to the ſaid Mr. Wilkes. 


Wo 
earl 
oon 
t to 
faid 
5 be 
ned 


. * K 8 
* 


Philip 


Wilkes's friends out of his houſe: the meſſenger made anſwer 
that he acted by virtue or under the authority of the ſeere- 
tary or ſecretaries of ſtate. He deſired ſuch meſſenger to ſhew 
his authority, or produce the orders of the ſecretaries of ſtate ; 
which ſuch meſſenger refuſing to produce, this deponent then 
turned his diſcourſe to the ſervant of Mr. Wilkes, and aſked 
him if his maſter had given any orders to keep his friends out 
of his houſe? Such ſervant replied, his maſter had given no 
ſuch orders; whereupon he turned round to the aforeſaid gentle- 
men, whom he found at Mr, Wilkes's door, and defired them 
to follow him, and with one puſh, or ſhove, opened the door, 
and got into the houſe, and went with all the ſaid gentlemen 


hilig 


— 


le, eſq 
at about 
zoth of 


t a mo- 


n Plea into the front parlour; (among the ſaid gentlemen were, Mr. 
tes, ell Townſend, Mr. Walſh, Mr. Hopkins, Mr. Cotes, Mr. Phil- 


ſoner 1 


lips, and ſeveral others:) this deponent then talked with the 


rdinary Wl ſaid meſſengers, and told them, that he thought they had afted 
t of th in a moſt illegal and unjuſtifiable manner, and that he appre- 
; writ of hended they would be ſeverely puniſhed for ſuch an outrage upon 
Wilke the laws of their country. Soon after, Wood, the deputy ſe- 
Is of MY cretary of ftate, came into the parlour, and immediately inter- 
n any a rogated the meſſengers (in a paſſionate tone of voice) who had 
ng's 2 ſent for him? Which queſtion the meſſengers not immediately 
: Whete 


anſwering, Mr. Wood repeated the ſame once again or more. 


was ſoo Some of the meſſengers then ſaid, they had all ſent for him, 
or pero for that thoſe gentlemen (meaning the friends of Mr. Wilkes) 
o appeu would force their way into the houſe, Mr. Wood then aſked 
was with (in the fame haughty tone of voice) who was the perſon that 
Ir. Wk would force his way, or would come in? or uſed words to that 

He aſa or the like purport or effect. This deponent made anſwer, and - 
; to which declared, that he was one of the perſons that would come into 
power, f the houſe; but that he knew of no force by himſelf or the 
wy 7 friends of Mr. Wilkes: and all, or moſt of the gentlemen, Who 
ot then 


were friends of Mr. Wilkes, joined in the ſaid declaration. Soon 


ſight. alter this, one Philip Carteret Webb made his appearance in 
e kept TD f By Fenn. es the 


Wilks 


Rainsford to allow ſuch admittance, which he 


diſobey orders. FS 


a priſoner; and applied to major Rainsford, who then com- 


admittance to Mr. Wilkes. Mr. Webb (who appeared to be 


12 John Gardiners Affidavit. 
Philip Carteret Webb, eſq; deſired Mr, 


would indemnify ; the major, with a ſpirit be- 
coming a good officer, replied, he could not 


Philip 


1 


r 


the houſe, and entered into ſome private diſcourſe with Mr, 
Wood : after which, the right honourable the earl Temple 
came into the parlour, when ſome diſcourſe paſſed between the 
earl, Mr, Wood, and Mr. Webb; lord Temple was aſked, if 
he choſe to attend the officers or meſſengers, while they were 
ſealing up all Mr. Wilkes's papers; which his lordſhip refuſed, JF, 


Mr. Wood and Mr. Webb then made the ſame offer to this de- 


ponent, and to the other friends of Mr, Wilkes. Soon after, can 
this deponent quitted the houſe of the ſaid Mr. Wilkes, and went 
with + Mr. Beardmore (the ſolicitor of Mr. Wilkes) to the n 
Tower of London, where Mr. Wilkes had juſt been committed "I 


manded in the Tower, and defired to be admitted to Mr. Wilkes, 
in order to conſult with him, and fix upon a legal mode or 
plan for his enlargement. Major Rainsford then acquainted him, 
that he had received orders from the ſecretaries of ſtate, not to 
admit any perſon whatever to ſpeak with, or ſee Mr. Wilkes; 
and further informed him, that he (major Rainsford) had jul 
before refuſed lord Temple the like admittance z w_ Rains- 
ford demanded his name, and informed him, that he had orden 
to take down the names of all perſons who ſhould apply fo 
admittance to Mr. Wilkes. And this deponent farther faith 
that between the hours of twelve and one, on Sunday 1ſt Ma 
1763, called again upon major Rainsford, and again defired tt 
be admitted to ſee and conſult with Mr. Wilkes; but the ma 
jor then again refuſed him, as he did ſoon after ſeveral noble 
men and gentlemen, and Mr. Heaton Wilkes (the brother of the 
ſaid John Wilkes) who all applied to major Rainsford for a lik 


mitt; 
may 


and was, a director and adviſer in all the proceedings again! 


8 


6 — 


Þ See Arthur Beardmore's examination before the Houſe 0 
Commons, printed in the 336th No, of the North Briton. 


M 
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Philip Carteret Webb, eſq; re-anſwered, he 
believed there muſt have been a miſtake in the 
orders, and that, if either of the ſecretaries of 
ſtate were in town, he would apply to them, 


not . . 
and obtain ſuch admittance as aforeſaid ; and 
1 hat he would either ſend or bring an order for 
uch admittance in the afternoon. 8 


Mr f x | 
0 Mr. Wilkes) then being preſent in major Rainsford's room, thi: 
4 eponent applied to Mr, Webb for — to Mr. Wilkes 
ea, Webb thereupon deſired major Rainsford to permit depo- 

Fer ent to ſee and converſe with Mr. Wilkes. Major Rainsford 
fed nſwered, his orders were to admit no perſon to Mr. Wilkes, and 
* hat he could not comply with what the ſaid Mr, Webb re- 
yy” veſted, Mr. Webb then replied, that it could not be the in- 


ention of the ſecretaries of ſtate to keep Mr. Wilkes ſo cloſe a 


. : | 
d Went: oner, and again defired major Rainsford to admit this de- 


to thef nent to Mr. Wilkes 1 
; to Mr. Wilkes; and added, that he (Mr. Webb) would 
1 Memnity him (major Rainsford); to which the = _ 
Ns cred, that he could not comply with Mr, Webb's requeſt, nor 
Mee" ould he break or diſobey orders, Mr. Webb ſaid, that if 
"ed him, ther of the ſecretaries of ſtate were in town, he would apply 
_— þ them, and obtain an order to admit this deponent to Mr. 
* "Nees les, and that he would either ſend or bring ſuch order for 
had jul ch admittance in the afternoon, This deponent, confiding in 
— DR of Mr. Webb, went again to the Tower between 
” add gt and nine o'clock of the ſame day, and again applied to 
apply fi gor Rainsford for admittance, but was again refuſed by the 
ner Cath jor who ſaid, he had not received ap orders from the ſe- 
\ rt M * of ſtate, nor had he heard any thing from Mr. Webb. 
\ofired if nd this deponent further ſaith, that on Monday the ſecond of 


ay, in the afternoon, he again applied to maj * 
it the Wii. ce to Mr. Will gain applied to major Rainsford for 

ſitt⸗ r. Wilkes, but was again denied ſuch admi | 
eral _ nejor M gal admittance 


ther of the | 
| IJ. GARDINER, 


for a kW. + 
ared to born at the Manſion Houſe, in the city of 


nes again London, this 17th day of December, in 
| the year 1768, before me, 


SAM. TU RNER, Mayor, 
Upon 


* 


Opon this aſſurance, the ſaid Mr. Wilkes“ 
council and ſolicitor, between eight and nine 
went to the Tower, and applied for admittance 


Philip Carteret Webb, eſq; refuſed as before. 


fax to be forwarded to Paris. 


4 commitment to this place. Be aſſured that T have done no- 


of being your father. You ſhall never in life bluſh for me. 


14 Mr. Wilkes writes a Letter ib his Daughter. 


o'clock in the evening of the ſame day, again 


as aforeſaid. The major having received no in- 
ſtructions from either the ſecretaries of ſtate, or 


On Sunday Mr. Wilkes wrote a“ letter to 
his daughter, and ſent it to the earl of Halli. 


IIS — 


* © My DEAREST Por TL v, Ee 


8 | © Tower, Sunday, May 1, 1764, 

© ] have now full leiſure to pay my compliments to you, 
© and entirely to relieve you from the anxiety your kind affec. 
© tion. for me will neceſſarily give you at the, hearing of my 


© thing unworthy of a man of honour, who has the happinek 


© I am only accuſed of writing the laſt North Briton, yet my 
© ſword has been taken from me, all my papers have been ftolet 
© by ruffians, and I have been forcibly brought here. - I hav 
5 not yet ſeen my accuſers, nor have I heard who they ar, 
My friends are refuſed admittance to me. Lord Temple an 
my brother could not be allowed to ſee me, yeſterday. A 
© an Engliſhman, I muſt lament that my liberty is thus wicket 
© ly taken away, yet I am not unhappy, for my honour is cleay 
© my health good, and my fpirit unſhaken, I believe indeed 
© invincible. The moſt pleaſing thoughts I have are of you, thi 
© moſt agreeable news I can hear, will be the continuance 
< your health. | 1 
© ] beg you not to write a word of public buſineſs, or « 
* my public fituation—Can you get me made Membre du Pa 
c lement de Paris, for that of Weſtminſter is lofing all its pr 
© vileges? B73 
2.0. *. 9 © a0 0. ©& @ v. 6 
Continue to love me, and believe me, with the great 
* warmth of affection, 


4 Vour obliged father, | 
* JOHN WILKE 


r. Wilkes's Friends refuſed Admittance to him. 1 5 


On the morning of Monday, the ſecond of 
ay, the court of Common Pleas ordered a 
eturn to their writ of Habeas Corpus, which 


7. 
es's 
nine 


Lain 

cel eturn not then appearing to the court to be 
in-Dafficient, the court ordered, that the ſaid re- 
„ urn ſhould not at preſent be filed; but upon 
re. Nnotion granted another Habeas Corpus, di- 
er to ected to the conſtable, and fo forth, of the 
Tall; ower of London. 


Mr. Wilkes's ſolicitor and council the ſame 
lay, between the hours of two and three, again 
ent to the Tower, and made application to 


176; nalor Rainsford for admittance to the ſaid John 
to yo ilkes, eſq; but were refuſed ſuch admittance, 
d = ajor Rainsford declaring, that he received no 


orders from either of the ſecretaries of ſtate to 


| 0s | 

appind hat purpoſe. There appeared: upon the table 
or me f the ſaid major Rainsford, a written order for 
en cli to take down the names. of all perſons ap- 
- 1 bauW@ying for admittance to colonel Wilkes. 


they are 
mple an 
ay. A 
s wicked 


MAGNA EST VERITAS. 


Ir is Cleah 3 : | 7 | 

ve indedRDER'S 2/ſued by the lieutenant governor of the 
ff you 9 Tower, reſpecting the detention of Fobn Wilkes, 
in | | 


ſq; 
geſs, or 0 
bre du Pat 


6 '] | A p | : 
A iu That the warders appointed to keep him a. 


cloſe priſoner, ſhall not preſume to leave him 


* ſor a moment alone, either night or day, or 

the greudg to change their duty with other warders, but 

Ny particular leave or order from the con- 

ILKE 2 ſtable, 


16 Mr. Wilkes brought before the Court of C. P. 


take down the names of all perſons who ap- 


Wilkes was brought to the bar of the court of 


many humble thanks to return for the imme- 


© upon that paper, that it takes all load of ac- 


« ſtable, lieutenant, deputy lieutenant, or in 
their abſence, the major of the Tower. 

* They are to permit no perſon to have ad. 
© mittance into the room he is confined in, or 
to ſpeak to him, but by particular order 
1 brought them by the major, or gentleman 
„ gaoler.” 

The major had likewifo a written order, to 


plied for admittance to Mr. Wilkes, 
On the morning of Tueſday May 3d, Mr 


| 
Common Pleas, Weſtminſter, where he made 
the following ſpeech : 
| 
2 


© I FEEL myſelf happy to be at laſt brought 
© before a court, and before judges, whoſe 
© characteriſtic is the love of liberty. I haveM , 


© diate order you were pleaſed to iſſue, to give 
me an opportunity of laying my grievances h 
before you. They are of a kind hitherto un- 

« paralleled in this free country, and I truſt 
the conſequences will teach miniſters of Scut- | 
« 21h and arbitrary principles, that the liberty c 
* of an Engliſh ſubject is not to be ſported away Fj 
with impunity, in this cruel and deſpoti 
. fi 

© I am accuſed of being the author of the 
North Briton, No. 45. I ſhall only remart 


1 « cuſatio 


Mr. Wilkes's Specch there. 15 


cuſation from the ſacred name of a Prince, 
whoſe family I love and honour, as the glo- 
rious defenders of the cauſe of liberty, and 
whoſe perſonal qualities are ſo amiable, great, 
and reſpectable, that he is deſervedly the idol 
of his people. It is the peculiar faſhion and 
crime of theſe times, and of thoſe who hold 
high miniſterial offices' in government, to 

throw every odious charge from themſelves 
upon Majeſty, The author of this paper, 
whoever he may be, has, upon conſtitutional 
principles, done directly the reverſe, and is 
therefore in me the ſuppoſed author, meant 
to be perſecuted accordingly, . The particu- 
lar cruelties of my treatment, worſe than if I 
had been a Scottzfh rebel, this court will hear, 
and I dare fay, from your juſtice, in due time 
mares. > nts 8 
I may perhaps ftill have the means left me 

to new that I have been ſuperior to every 
temptation of corruption. They may indeed 
have flattered themſelves, that when they 
found corruption could not prevail, perſecu- 
tion might intimidate. I will ſhew myſelf 
ſuperior to both. My papers have been 
ſeized, perhaps with a hope the better to 
deprive me of that proof of their meanneſs 
and corrupt prodigality, which it may poſ- 
bly, in a proper place, be yet in my power 


[4 
c 
„ 
C 
der. 
& 
. 
c 
'4 


d away 


deſpoti 


- of the 

remark 
d of ac- 
cuſation 


to give.“ 


Hbend. Vor. J. B . 


18 The King diſplaces My. Wilkes 


| He then pleaded by his Counſel, Mr. Ser. 
jeant Glynn, for his diſcharge, alledging that 
his commitment was not valid. The debate 
laſted from eleven o'clock till a quarter paſt 
two; when after ſeveral learned arguments on 
both ſides, he was remanded back to the Tower; 
and his friends had, for the firſt time, the op- 
portunity of acceſs to him. The court then 
adjourned to Friday the 6th of May, at which 
time he was ordered to be brought up again, 
that the affair might be finally determined. 

_ His friends now had the liberty of viſiting 
him; and perhaps no priſoner in the Tower df 
London ever before, was attended by ſuch an 
illuſtrious train of viſitors. 
During this reſpite his Majeſty was pleaſel 
to iſſue orders to lord Egremont, to remove 
him from his poſt of colonel of the militia 0 
the county of Buckingham, which was ſignifiel 
to him in the following letter, | 


Copy of a letter from the earl of Egremont Ml 
the earl Temple. | 


Mx Lokp, X NN, 
The King having judged it improper, tha 
John Wilkes, eſq; ſhould any longer con 
© tinue to be colonel of the militia for th 
county of Buckingham, I am commanded t 
„ ſignify his Majeſty's pleaſure to your lord 
© ſhip, that you do forthwith give the neceſſaf 
order; for diſplacing Mr. Wilkes, as an off 


„ ce 


as an Officer in the Bucks Militia. © 19 
zer- cer in the militia for the ſaid county of Buck- 
that ingham. | | 5 | | | 
bate © I am with reſpect, my lord, 
paſt * Your lordſhip's moſt obedient 

. humble ſervant, 
© Whitehall, SH 3 
« May 4, 1763. EGREMONT, 


on 
ver; 


op- 
then 2 | TY Fo 
"hich 6 To the earl Temple. 
gain, 


Letter from the ear! Temple to John 
| Wilkes, %; 
© Sin; © Pages 5 
At my return laſt night from the Tower, 
I received the incloſed letter from the earl of 
Egremont : in conſequence of his Majeſty's 
commands therein fignified, you will pleaſe 
to obſerve, that you no longer continue co- 
lone] of the militia for the county of Buck 
ingham. | . „„ = 
I cannot, at the ſame time, help expreſſing 
the concern J feel in the loſs of an officer, 
by his deportment in command, endeared to 
the whole corps. 
Jam, Sir, | 5 
© Your moſt obedient, and 
© moſt humble ſervant, 


Pall-Mall, 5 TEMPLE. 


neceſlar May 5, 1763. - 
is an off * To John ns ſq; 
Wy "Ws 


ſiting 
ver of 
ich an 


pleaſed 
-emove 
litia 0 


gnifel 
mont 


er, tha 
ger col 
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20 Letter to Lord Temple. 


Copy of a letter from John Wilkes /; to thi 
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earl Temple. 


Mx Lokp, 


I have this moment the honour of your 
© lordſhip's letter, ſignifying his Majeſty's com- 
© mands that I ſhould no longer continue co- 
© lone] of the militia for the county of Buck- 
* ingham. I have only to return your lordſhip 
my warmeſt thanks for the ſpirit and zeal you 
© have ſhewn in the ſupport of that conſti- 
tutional meaſure from the very beginning. 


« Your lordſhip, will pleaſe to remember, tha 
« I was among the foremoſt who offered their 
© ſervices to their country at that criſis. Buck: 

1 ingham is ſenſible, and has always acknow- 

© Tedaed, that no man but your lordſhip could 
© have given ſucceſs to that meaſure in our in 
land county. I am proud of the teſtimony *M* 
« your lordſhip is pleaſed to give me, and an. 
© happy, in theſe days of peace, to leave fo ex- 


—_—_— 


* © Mr. Wilkes ſycceeded Sir Francis Daſhwood, now lor 3 
© Le Deſpencer, as Colonel. When Sir Erancis reſigned, he 
< .yrote to the officers of the Buckinghamſhire regiment, * I 
ce the ſucceſſion goes in the regiment, (as I hope it will, ant 
cc think it ought) then I muſt add, my ſucceſſor is a man d 
6, dir, good ſenſe, parts, and civil deportment, who be 
ce ſhewn reſolution, and induſtry in putting this ſalatary me! 
& ſure into execution. : | 

c cellen 


Ar. Wilkes brought from the Tower. 21 

« cellent a corps in that perfect harmony, 
WM which bas from the beginning ſubſifted, 

I have the honour to be, 
with unfeigned reſpect, 
0 My lord, your lJordſhip's 
« moſt obedient and 
7 moſt humble ſervant, 


pm © Tower, 

„ May 5, 1763. JOHN WILKES. 
UCk- © To the jor Temple,” 

dſhip 
il you AN LI JURA in omni caſu LIBERTATI 
onſti- dant Favorem. 

mung Inpium et Crudelis judicandus eſt qui LIBER- 
7 that ATT non favet,” . 
I their Cote Littleton, 
Buck; 

1 On Friday the 6th of of May, Mr. Wilkes was 
168 in. rought up from the Tower, to the court of 
our ommon Pleas, where (as ſoon as the court was 
mo ated) he made the e ſpeech: 
and a 

> fo EX 


« My Lone | 

Par be it from me to regret that I have 
paſſed ſo many more days in captivity, as it 
will have afforded you an opportunity of 
W coing, upon mature reflection, and repeated 
examination, the more ſignal juſtice to my 
country, -The liberty of all peers and 
rentlemen, and what touches me more ſen- 
ply, that of all the middling and inferior 

B 3 & 


ment, 
t will, ant 
is a man 
„ Who i 
latary me 


6 cellen 


| © lice; all acceſs for more than two days de. 


© Such inhuman principles of ſtar-chambe 


this ſolemn occaſion, be finally extirpated 


22 is Speech in the Common Pleas.” 


© ſet of people, who ſtand moſt in need of pro- 


© tection, is in my caſe this day to be finally + 
© decided upon: a queſtion of ſuch importance. 
© as to determine at once, whether EngliſhMs« 
© liberty be a reality or a ſhadow. Your own 
© free-born hearts will feel with indignation: 


© and compaſſion, all that load of oppreſſion 
© under which I have ſo long laboured. Clo 
< impriſonment, the effect of premeditated ma. 


* nied to me; my houſe ranſacked and plun- 
< dered ; my moſt private and ſecret concerns 
* divulged ; every vile and malignant infinuz- 
< tion, even of high treaſon itſelf, no leſs in- 
< duſtriouſly than falſely circulated, by ny 
© cruel and implacable enemies, together witli 
© all the various inſolence of office, form but 
© a part of my unexampled ill treatment, 


#2 ranny, will, I truſt, by this court, upon 


© and henceforth every innocent man, how 

ever poor and unſupported, may hope to flee 

© in peace and ſecurity in his own houſe, uni. 
* violated by King's meſſengers, and the arbif | 

* trary mandates of an overbearing ſecretary oi / 

© ſtate, bps b 
I will no longer delay your juſtice, Th 

© nation is impatient to hear, nor can be ſaf 

* or happy till that is obtained. If the fant 

© perſecution is, after all, to carry me befor 

another court, I hope I ſhall find that ti 

| 7 1 5 genule 


Mr. Wilkes diſcharged, 3 ; 


pro- genuine ſpirit of Magna Charta, that glo- 
ally WW rious inheritance, that diſtinguiſhing charac- 
ance WM teriſtic of Engliſhmen, is as religiouſly re- 
eli « vered there, as I know it is here, by the great 


OWN 


« perſonages, before whom I have now the 
ation 


© happineſs to ſtand; and (as in the ever- 


Mon memorable caſe of the zmpriſoned biſhops) an 
Cloſeh independent jury of free-born Engliſhmen 
ma. N will perſiſt to determine my fate, as in con- 
s de-E ſcience bound, upon conſtitutional principles, 
plun-WW by a verdict of guilty or not guilty, I aſk 


icernil* no more at the hands of my countrymen.” 
ſinua- | | 
ſs in- 
V. m 
T With 
m but 
tment, 
hambet 
„ upon 
irpated 
ho 


After which the court proceeded to give their 
pinion : and Mr. Wilkes was ordered to be 
liſcharged. He then addreſſed himſelf to the 
court in the words following: Te. 


— — 


Mx LoRps, FE 
Great as my joy.muſt naturally be at th 
deciſion which this court, with a true ſpirit 
of liberty, has been pleaſed to make concern- 


to ſleeſſi ing the unwarrantable ſeizure of my perſon, and 
ſe, un all the other conſequential grievances, allow 
he arbi me to aflure you that J feel it far leſs ſenſibly 
-etary Of en ny own account, than I do for the public. 


The ſufferings of an individual are a trifiing 


>, TI %, when compared with the whole, and 1 
1 be (a ſhould bluſh to feel for myſelf in compari- 
the ſang} ſon with conſiderations of a nature ſo tranſ- 
1e befor cndently ſuperior. 1 


that thi 
N 


1 „ „I will 


24 amidſt the Shouts of the People. 


I will not trouble you with my poor thanks, 
Thanks are due to you from the whole Engl 
nation, and from all the ſubjects of the Eng- 
liſb crown. They will be paid you, toge- 
ther with every teſtimony of zeal and affec- 
tion to the learned Serjeant *, who has ſo ab 
and ſo conſtitutionally pleaded my cauſe, and 
in mine (with pleaſure I ſay it) the cauſe of 
liberty. Every teſtimony of my gratitude is 
juſtly due to you, and I take leave of this court 
with a veneration and reſpect, which no time 
can obliterate, nor can the molt grateful heart 
ſufficiently expreſs,” = i 


GO K K AAA K K K K K 


When Mr. Wilkes had ended, the audience 
burſt into an univerſal ſhout, which was often 
repeated. Mr. Wilkes ſtaid ſome time in a 
room adjoining to the court, in expectatio 
that the crowd would diſperſe: at laſt, finding 
that it continually increaſed, he went out 0 
the back door of the Common Pleas, and was je 
received by a prodigious multitude of people 
who attended him, amidſt continual acclama- 
tions, to his own houſe in Great George: ſtreet, 
Weſtminſter, The evening concluded with 
bonfires, illuminations, and other rejoicings, 


' VIVANT REX ET JUDICES REGIS. 


Mr. Serjeant Glynn. 


5 The f len Goods demanded. — 2 5 
On Mr. Wilkes's return home from the 


nks. 

gli court of Common Pleas, he ſent the following 
Eng- Netter to the ſecretaries of ſtate. 

oge- 


ffec- 


. Great George-ſtreet, May 6, 1763 
) 2 


c My Lokps, 
© On my return here. from We 


Py , | hall, where I have been diſcharged from my 
de 18 commitment to the Tower, under your lord- 
cou ſhips warrant, I find that my houſe has been 
 UMCE robbed, and am informed that the /tolen goods * 
heart are in the poſſeſſion of one or both of your 
bordſhips. I therefore inſiſt that you do 
forthwith return them to 


Gy Your humble ſervant, 


© JOHN WILKES. 


Directed to 
the earls of Egremont and Halifax, his Ma- 
jeſty's princi ipal nien of ſtate. 


Next morning Mr. Wilkes in 3 at- 
ned only by by Mr. Grignion of Ruſſel-ſtreet, 
yent-Garden, went to Sir John Fielding's, 
Bow-ſtreet, and demanded a warrant to 
nch the houſes of the earls of Egremont and 
lifax, his Oy. 8 Fe ſecretaries of 


- ſtreet, 
ed with 
oicings. 
Ss. 


* 


A ſpecial jury of gentlemen were afterwards of opinion, 


ſtate, 


t the ſecretaries of Rate! were guilty of this theft. 


26 The Secretaries evaſive Anſwer. 


| Rate, for the goods ſtolen out of his houſe, 
| Which he had received information were lodged 
| at the ſaid houſes of the ſecretaries of- ſtate, 
or one of them. John Spinnage, eſq; the fit. 
ting juſtice, refuſed to iſſue the ſaid warrant, 


— W — — 


The next day Mr. Wilkes received the fol. 
| lowing anſwer to his letter. 1 


Great George- ſtreet, May 7, 1763 
© SIR, „„ 

© In anſwer to your letter of yeſterday, in 
© which you take ypon you to make uſe of the 
© indecent and ſcurrilous expreſſions, of your 
© having found your hou/e had been robbed, and © 
© that the flolen goods are in our poſſeſſion * we fre 
< acquaint you that your papers were ſeized i a 
© conſequence of the heavy charge brought an 
< againſt you, for being the author of an infa th. 
< mous and ſeditious libel, tending to inflamq pe 
© the minds, and alienate the affections of ti of 
people from his Majeſty, and excite them ti de: 
< trajiterous inſurre&ions againſt the govern jel 
ment; for which libel, notwithſtanding you the 
< diſcharge from your commitment to th in 
Tower, his Majeſty has ordered you to fen 
« proſecuted by his attorney general. mo 
We are at a loſs to gueſs what you mea you 
« by /folen goods: but ſuch of your papers Lu- 
do not lead to a proof of your guilt, ſhall vl pri 
« reſtored to you; ſuch as are neceſlary , cor 

OG « thi 


f 
j 

| 
þ 
1 
1 
1 
1 
0 
1 
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that purpoſe, it was our duty to deliver over 
to thoſe, whoſe office it is to collect the 
evidence, and manage the proſecution againſt 
you. IR "I. 
We are your humble ſervants, 


< EGREMONT. 
* DUNK HALIFAX. 


ol- 


63. this anſwer Mr. Wilkes ſent the Joys | 


reply. 
* , Great 9 May 95 nes 
0 
your iy LoRDs, | 
and © Little did I expect, when 1 was requiring 
from your lordſhips. what an Engliſhman has 
ed ine 2 right to, his property taken from him, 
ugh and ſaid to be in your lordſhips poſſeſſion, 
infa that 1 ſhould have received in anſwer, from 
flame perſons in your high ſtation, the expreſſions 
f th of indecent and ſcurrilous applied to my legal 


em i demands. The reſpect I bear to his Ma- 


ern jeſty, whoſe ſervants it ſeems you ſtill are, 
you though you ſtand legally convicted of having 
o thi in me violated, in the higheſt and moſt of 


fenſive manner, the liberties of all the com- 
mons of England, prevents my returning 


to bt 


1 meal 


you an anſwer in the ſame Billingſgate lan- 
pers i guage. If I conſidered you only in your 
ſhall private capacities, I ſhould treat you both ac- 


cording to your deſerts; but where is the 
6 wonder 


ary fi 
« tha 


: 

if 
Fi 
bi 
; 

| 

8 

! 

4 
1 
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8 © facred liberty of the ſubject, and have iſſued 


- J fear. neither your proſecution nor your 


© wonder that men, who have attacked 'the 


© an illegal warrant to ſeize his property, ſhouldM<c< 
proceed to ſuch libellous expreſſions? You 
* ſay, that ſuch of my papers ſhall be-reſtored 
& to me, as do not lead to a proof of my guilt,” 
© I owe this to your apprehenſion of an ac- 
© tion, not to your love of juſtice; and in 

© that light, if I can believe your lordſhips a 
© ſurances,. the whole will be returned to me, 


c 


< perſecution; and I will aſſert the ſecurity 
© of my own houſe, the liberty of my perſon, 
and every right of the people, not ſo much 
© for my own fake, as for the ſake of every one 
© of my e fellow ſubjects. 
5 am, my lords, 
your humble ſervant, 


«3 OHN WILKE: i 

cha 

© Directed to the earls of Egremont and Hal Cor 
© fax, his Majeſty's proce ſecretaries off le 
< ſtate.” ng, 

of 1 

Alter a F 12 vacation, during which link and 
material tranſpired, we are at length come ti info 


the 15th of November, the day the parliamen 1 
aſſembled, that ever memorable day, fo long er 
and ſo ardently expected by the public, whet 
the great cauſe was to receive its ultimate de ble 
ciſion from that auguſt aſic tembly : when 1 
miniſter\ 


Houſe of Commons. 29 
iniſterial party were ſo eager to bring it on, 
hat the unvaried rule of the houſe, and that 
ecency and reſpe& due to his Majeſty, by an 
ddreſs in anſwer to the ſpeech, was poſtponed 
n this occaſion, and. Mr. Wilkes, though al- 
eady up in order to complain of the breach 
f privilege, was obliged to give way to George 
renville, then chancellor, who, in preference 
o Mr. Wilkes, by the partiality of Cuſt the 
peaker, got up and informed the houſe, That 
5 was commanded by the King to ac- 
| quaint the Houſe, that his Majeſty hav- 
ing received information, that John Wilkes, 
wel eſq; a a member of this houſe, was the author 
ond of a moſt ſeditious and dangerous libel, pub- 
liſhed fince the laſt ſeſſion of parliament; 
he had cauſed the ſaid John Wilkes, eſq; 
to be apprehended and' fecured, in order to 
his being tried for the fame by due courſe 
of law; and Mr. Wilkes having been diſ- 
charged out of cuſtody by the court of 
Common Pleas, upon account of his privi- 
lege as a member of this houſe ; and hav- 
ng, when. called upon by the leg gal proceſs 
of the court of King's Bench, > Rood out 
and declined to appear and anſwer to an 
information, which has fince been exhibited 
ant him by his Majefty's attorney ge- 
ieral for the ſame offence : in this ſituation 
nis Majeſty, being deſirous to ſhew all poſ- 
ble attention to the Houſe of Commons, 
n every inſtance wherein they can HE fup- 
poſed 
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cc poſed to be concerned, and, at the Cari 


< time, thinking it of the utmoſt importance 
<« not to ſuffer the public juſtice of the king. 


« dom to be cluded, has choſen to direct the 
<« ſaid libel, and alſo copies of the examina- 
tc tions, upon which Mr. Wilkes was appre- 


ec hended and ſecured, to be laid before this 
e houſe for their conſideration,” 


And Mr 
chancellor of the exchequer delivered the _ 
papers in at the table. 


In conſequence of the above, the houſe 
eager to give up their privileges, unanimouſ 


| Voted an addreſs of thanks for ſo gracious 1 


meſſage, and immediately proceeded to the bu 
fineſs therein recommended. The papers de 


livered by the chancellor, intitled, „ The 


& North Briton, No. 45, the examination d 


0 George Kearſley, and the examination 


<« Richard Balfe, were read ;” whereupon a mc 
tion was made, that the paper intitled Th 
« North Briton, No. 45, is a ſcandalous an 
ſeditious libel, containing expreſſions of th 
c moſt unexampled inſolence and contume 
% towards his Majeſty, the groſſeſt aſperſio 
ec upon both houſes of parliament, and th 


4 


„ moſt audacious defiance of the authority « 


c the whole legiſlature ; and moſt manifeſt 


c tending to. alienate the affections of 


e people from his Majeſty, to withdraw the 
ce from their obedience to the laws of t 
cc realm, and to exc ite them to traiterous | 

6c, ſurreCil 
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ſurrections againſt his Majeſty's govern- 
ment.“ Thoſe who ſtill retained the ſmalleſt 
zoard for truth, juſtice, or their own con- 
erns and ſafeties, propoſed an amendment to 
he queſtion, by omitting the words, “ and to 
excite them to traiterous inſurrections againſt 
his Majeſty's government;“ but the queſtion 
eing put, that thoſe words ſtand part of the 
ueſtion, it was carried by 273 againſt 111 
e tellers for it being Mr. Morton and Sir John 
hillips, againſt it, Mr. Thomas Townſhend, 
n. and Sir William Baker: on which, as be- 
z reſolved by the houſe to have that traiterous 
ndency, it was ordered to be burnt by the 
nds of the common hangman ; and, it being 
ar one o'clock, the further conſideration 
the meſſage was Iihvurnmag till that day at 

elve. 
Mr. Wilkes TERS attended in the houſe 

e whole time of the above debates, with that 
neſt indignation and exaltation of mind ſo 
euliar to himſelf, and ſo ſuperior to thoſe 
ngcing cowardly 'betrayers of the rights of 
e people, their own privileges and freedom, 

arg” wat length permitted to prefer his complaint, 
nd tMWich, as the public has not as yet been com- 

ority ( ly informed of, I have the ſatisfaction to 


anifelliW- verbatim, in the ſpeech Mr. Wilkes thin 
1 le, as follows : 
WW ethel 


of t 
rous! 
rectiol 


e 


4 
he 
la- 
e- 
bis 
Vir, 
ſaid 


uſe, 
oully 
"us 1 


e bu 
de 

The 
on d 
on ( 
A ML 
d Thi 
us all 
of th 
tumel 


Mr. SPEAKER, | 
| think it By duty to — before the houſe 
© 1 few 
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a few facts, which have occurred fince ou 
laſt meeting; becauſe, ' in my humble op 
nion, (which. I ſhall always ſubmit to thi 
houſe) the rights of all the Commons d 
England, and the privileges of parliamen 
have, in my perſon, been highly violated. 
ſhall at preſent content myſelf with barel 
ſtating the fact, and leave the mode of pre 
ceeding to the wiſlom of the houſe, 
On the 3oth of April, in the morning, 
was made a prifoner in my own houſe, þ 
ſome of the King's meſſengers. I demande 
by what authority they had forced their wn 
into my room, and was ſhewn a warrant i 
which no perſon was named in particula 
but generally the authors, printers and pul 
liſhers of a ſeditious and treaſonable paper en 
titled, The North Briton, No. 45. Th 
| meſſengers inſiſted on my going before lo 
Halifax, which I abſolutely refuſed, becail 
the warrant was, I thought, illegal, and d 
not reſpe&t me. I applied by my friends, | 
the court of Common Pleas, for a Habe 
Corpus, which was granted; but as the pri 
per office was not then open, it could nl 
immediately iſſue. I was afterwards carrie 
by violence, before the earls of Egremont a 
Halifax, whom I informed of the ord 
given by the court of Common Pleas fort 
Habeas Corpus; and I enlarged upon t 
ſubject to Mr. Webb, the ſolicitor of 8 
treaſury, I was, howeyer, hurried away 
I 
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the Tower by another warrant, which de- 

clared me the author and publiſher of a 

moſt infamous and ſeditious libel, intitled, 

the North Briton, No. 45. The word trea- 
ſonable was dropped, yet I was detained a 

cloſe priſoner, and no perſon was ſuffered to 
come near me, for almoſt three days, al- 
though my council, and ſeveral of my friends, 
demanded admittance, in order to concert 
the means of recovering my liberty, My 

| houſe was plundered, my bureaus broke open, 

by order of two of your members, Mr. Wood 
and Mr, Webb, and all my papers carried 
away. After fix days impriſonment I was diſ- 
charged, by the unanimous judgment of the 
cull court of Common Pleas, that the privilege 
of this houſe extended to my caſe, Not- 
withſtanding this ſolemn deciſion of one of 
the King's ſuperior courts of juſtice, a few 
days after I was ſerved with a ſubpœna upon 
an information exhibited againſt me in the 
King's Bench. I loſt no time in conſulting 
he beſt books, as well as the greateſt living 
authorities ; and from the trueſt Nas nan 

ould form, I thought that the ſerving me 
with a ſubpoena was another violation of the 
privilege of parliament, which I will nei- 
her deſert nor betrav, and therefore I have 
ot yet entered an appearance. | 

I now ſtand in the judgment of the houſe, 
ubmitting, with the utmoſt deference, the 
hole caſe to their juſtice and wiſdom ; and 
Bod; Vor, I; . beg 


— gg more 
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- Mr. Martin 
beg leave to add, that if, after this important 
© bulineſs has in its full extent been mature) 
© weighed, you ſhall be of opinion, that I an 


ly ready, but eagerly deſirous, to wave tha 


moſt villainous tranſaction took its rife fro 


months before, as „ the moſt treacherous 


cc dirty fellow, that ever wriggled himſelf in 


ſaid Sum. to continue in the dark; but on 


< intitled to privilege, I ſhall then be not on- 


< privilege, and to put myfelf upon a jury q 
my countrymen.” _ | 
Thus concluded a day ſo replete with ai 
grace to the legiſlature of Britain; but as th 


the debates on that occaſion, from its conf: 
quences. and very extraordinary nature, I hoy 
1 ſhall be held excuſed for * it here a 
large. 

Samuel Martin, then ſeeretary to the tre 
fury, rendered for ever infamous above eight 


4c baſe, ſelfiſn, mean, abje&, low-lived ani 


« to a ſecretaryſhip,” in the fortieth numb 
of the North Briton ; in a ſpeech during th 
day's debates, ſaid the author of the Non 
Briton was a malignant and infamous fcoun 
drel, who had ſtabbed him in the dark. M. 
Wilkes would not condeſcend to take the pri 
tection of the houſe, neither would his hono 
permit ſo worthy a character as the afort 


breaking up of the houſe, gave him a full ligh 
whereby he might find the author, in the fa 
. letter. 8 
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challenges Mr. Wilkes. 35 | 
Great George-ſtreet, Weſtminſter, Nov. 16, 


„ SIR, „ . 
* You complained yeſterday, before five hun- 
dred gentlemen, that you had been flabbed 
in the dark by the North Briton, but I have 
reaſon to believe you was not ſo much in the 
dark as you affected and choſe to be. Was 
the complaint made before ſo many gentle- 
men, on purpoſe that they might interpoſe ? 
To cut off every pretence of ignorance as to 
the author, I whiſper in your ear, that eve 

paſlage in the North Briton, in which you 
have been named, or even alluded to, was 
written by . e 
Vour humble ſervant, 


< JOHN. WILKES” 
Mr. Wilkes received the following anſwer. 


. Abingdon- ſtreet, Nov. 16, 1763. 


* SIR, | ny 
| © As I faid in the Houſe of Commons yeſter- 
day, that the writer of the North Briton, 
who had ſtabbed me in the dark, was a cow- 
ardly, as well as a malignant and infamous 
ſcoundrel; and your letter of this morning's 
date, acknowledges that every paſſage of the 
North Briton, in which I have:been named, 
C 2 6 or 
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3 The Challenge is accepted. 


or even alluded to, was written by yourſe 


pa i — 2 
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from thence directly to the Ring in Hyd 


„ der to give you full time to meet me. 


© ] muſt take the liberty to repeat, that you 
© a malignant and infamous ſcoundrel, and ti 
I deſire to give you an opportunity of ſhey 
ing me whether the epithet of cowardly W 
«© rightly applied or not. 
„ deſire that you may meet me in Hyd 
© Park e with a brace of piſtd| 
each, to determine our difference. 
I ſhall go to the Ring in Hyde-Park, " 
my Piſtols ſo concealed that nobody may | 
them: and I will wait in expectation of 3 
one hour, As I ſhall call in my way at yo 
© houſe to deliver this letter, I propoſe to 


© Park, from whence we may proceed, if 
1 90 neceſſary, to any more private place; al 
© I mention that I ſhall wait an hour in 


IJ am, Sir, 
© Your humble ſervant, 


6 1 MARTI 


Mr. Wilkes, as he had honoured lord & J. 
bot with exchanging a ſingle ſhot with hi 
condeſcended to honour Mr. Martin by cat 
plying with his appointment; the conſequend 
Mr. Wilkes relates in the following manner. 


— . 1 ** 


*The reader will find a genuine account of this traul 
tion 1 the article Miſcellanies, in the * 


i 


Mr. Wilkes is wounded, 37 


When the gentlemen met in Hyde-Park, 
ey walked together for a little while to avoid 
me company, which ſeemed coming up to 
em. They brought each a pair of piſtols, 
Vhen they were alone, the firſt fire was from 
r. Martin's piſtols, Mr. Martin's piſtol miſſed 
r. Wilkes, and the piſtol in Mr, Wilkes's 
and flaſhed in the pan. The gentlemen then 
ach took one of Mr. Wilkes's pair of piſtols, 


will! Wilkes miſſed, and the ball of Mr. Mar- 
rs piſtol lodged in Mr. Wilkes's belly. Mr. 
2 ilkes bled immediately very much. Mr. 
yo 


artin then came up, and deſired to give 
Wn all the aſſiſtance in his power. Mr, Wilkes 
lied, that Mr. Martin had behaved. like a 
an of honour; that he was killed; and in- 
ted on Mr. Martin's making his immediate 
cape, and no creature ſhould know from Mr. 
ilkes how the affair happened. Upon thi 

ey parted ; but Mr. Martin came up again in 
o or three minutes to Mr. Wilkes, offerin 

ma ſecond time his aſſiſtance; but Mr. 
ilkes again inſiſted on his going off. Mr. 
lartin expreſſed his concern for Mr, Wilkes, 
ad the thing was too well known by ſeveral 
ple, who came up almoſt directly, and then 
ent away, Mr. Wilkes was carried home, 
t would not tell any circumſtance of the caſe, 
| he found it much known. He only ſaid to 
e ſurgeon, &c. that it was an affair of ho- 
Hur. | 


„ The 


38 Mr, Wiltes returns Mr. Martin's Letter, 


The day following, Mr. Wilkes imagining 
himſelf in the greateſt danger, returned Mr, 
Martin his letter, that no evidence might ap- 
pear againſt him; and inſiſted upon it with hi 
relations, that in caſe of his death no trouble 
ſhould be given Mr. Martin, for he had behave 
AS a man of honour, 1 
Mr. Martin not at the ſame time return. 
ing Mr. Wilkes's letter, occaſioned ſomebody 
to remark, That in all probability it was kept 
in order to be made uſe of as a proof of Mr, 
£ Wilkes's being concerned in the North Bri. 
ton.“ I own, ſaid the remarker, that I canno 

account for this behaviour of Mr. Martin, 1 
more than I can for his tamely bearing abo 
eight months the abuſe upon him. Has he bee 
all this time (Sundays not excepted) practiſing 
at a target? That report is confirmed by 1 
his neighbours in the country. Vet, after al 
de did not venture to ſend to Mr. Wilkes, bu 
before five hundred gentlemen, ready to inter 
poſe, ſeemed to intend to begin a quarrel, | 
ſuppoſe, that it might end there. Mr. Wille 
choſe coolly to take it up the next morning, 0 
a private K to Mr. Martin, who inſiſte 
on piſtols, without naming the ſword, thoug 
the choice of weapons was, by the laws of hc 
nour, in Mr, Wilkes. | 
Mr. Wilkes's letter was returned to him | 
Mr. Graves, in the name of Mr. Martin, 10 
a month after, on December 10, 1763. 


North Briton, No. 45, ordered to be burnt, 29 


We muſt now, for ſome time, leave Mr. 
ilkes to the care of Dr, Brockleſby and Mr. 
raves, to attend the buſineſs of the Houſe of 


Commons, and the ludicrous cataſtrophe of the 
North Briton, No. 45. 


Thurſday the 24th of November, the houſe 
reſumed the debate upon .a motion made the 
day before, “ that privilege of parliament does 
« not extend to the caſe of writing and pub- 
« liſhing ſeditious libels, nor ought to be al- 
« lowed to obſtruct the ordinary courſe of the 
« laws, in the ſpeedy and effectual proſecution 


« of ſo heinous and dangerous an offence ;' 


nd, the queſtion being put, was carried by 2 58 
ag inſt 133. 


ſin The houſe was then moved, that the reſo- 
by ai ution of the 15th of November, relating to the 
er AI North Briton, No, 45, might be read; which 
„ bufſhcing done, it was reſolved, that the faid pa- 


inter per be burnt by the hands of the common 


rel, “ hangman *; and the houſe ordered, that 

Vilkegg the ſaid reſolutions be communicated to the | 
ig, “Lords at a conference, and their concur- | 
nſiſte | 


« rence deſired thereto ;* Ordered, “ that a 
conference be defired with the lords upon a 
matter of the utmoſt importance to the digni 
Hof the crown, the honour and ſafety of his 
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* It now ſtands on record, that the greater part of the 
King's moſt gracious ſpeech in 1764, was ordered by the lords 
and commons, to be burnt by the common hangman. ; 
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40. Further Proceedings 


a quarrel might enſue; ſo cautious, ſo cir. 


& the examinations laid before the houſe relat- 
„ ing to the North Briton, No. 45. Jobi 


<< publiſher of the ſaid printed paper; and that 


«© Majeſty's perſon and government, and to the 
c authority and privilege of parliament.” 

In the courſe of this day's debates, the houk 
took notice of words ſpoken in the houſe by Mr, 
James Grenville and Mr. Rigby, from which 


cumſpect is that honourable houſe, in not 
riſquing the lives of ſome particular honourah| 
members; yet in the open attack of the Nor 
Briton, on the 15th of November, that cau. 
tion, that circumſpection was judged unneceſ. 
ſary with regard to Mr. Wilkes, though the 
odds were deemed ſo much in favour of the 
Targeteer. 

Thurſday the firſt of December, the order of 
the day being read, for taking into further con- 
ſideration his Majeſty 8 meſlage of the 15th of 
November, and notice being taken that “ in 


Wilkes, eſq; a member of this houſe, is men- 
&« tioned as having been concerned in the writ 
„ ing and publiſhing thereof; and the houſe 
« being informed, that there is evidence ready 
<c to be produced at the bar, charging thi 
„ ſaid Mr, Wilkes with being the author and 


5 the ſaid Mr. Wilkes is, at preſent, unable, 
upon account of his health, to attend his dui 
in this houſe. Ordered, "that the ſaid Mr, 
“Wilkes do attend this houſe i in his place, tl 

C anſwe 


of the Houſe of Commons. -4t 


ne anſwer the ſaid charge, upon this day ſeven- 
night, if his health will then permit,” _ 
The ſame day, after many conferences, the 
ord North reported, that the managers had met 
he lords at the conference, which was to 
cquaint this houſe, "That the lords have 
© agreed to the reſolution communicated by 
© the commons, and have directed the paper 
© to be tranſmitted to the ſheriffs of London, 
to be burnt accordingly.” Both houſes agreed 
he ſame day to an addreſs to his Majeſty on 
he ſubject of the North Briton. 


Saturday the third of December, when the 
ntence was attempted to be executed on the 


con. oor North Briton, before the Royal Exchange, 
th ol great concourſe of its friends were aſſembled 
cc In 


| its ſupport, and notwithſtanding that vigo- 
dus and active executioner of the order of the 
uſe, Mr. Sheriff Harley, was preſent, it was 
men-Wicued from the flames with the ſcorching of a 


writWrner only; and the vigour and activity of the 
houl{Winiſterial ſheriff occaſioned ſuch diſguſt in the 
readWWpulace, that the glaſſes of his chariot were 
1g theoke to admit the mud and dirt, with which 


was moſt liberally beſpattered, But on the | 
hurſday following, we ſee him again trim 
d gay, receiving his hire, and cutting com- 


is dutWments with the Speaker, in the Houſe of 
d MiWnmmons, on his vigour and conduct. 

ace, But before we attend him to the houſe on 
anſwel 


it errand, we will take the reader for a mo- 
ä ment 
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42 General Warrants 


ment into Weſtminſter-hall, where he will har 
the pleaſure of hearing the deciſion of the chie 
3 * in the caſe of Mr. Wilkes again 

r. Wood, for the ſeizure of Mr. Wilkes 
papers, with 1000 1. damages, in the following 
words : 10 | 9 

Upon the matureſt conſideration I am bolt 
© to fay, that this warrant is illegal; but I a 
far from wiſhing a matter of this conſequency 

ſhould reſt folely on my opinion, I am on 


aA „ 


% one of twelve, whoſe opinions I am deſi r 
& ous ſhould be taken in this matter, and n 
„ am very willing to allow myſelf the meaneſ al 
of the twelve. There is alſo a higher cou cr 
before which this matter may be canvaſledif in 
„ and whoſe determination is final; and he pa 
« cannot help obſerving the happineſs of ou} N 
« conſtitution, in admiting theſe appeals, ul 
« conſequence of which, material points T. 


« determined on the moſt mature conſideration 
« and with the greateſt ſolemnity. To til 
% admirable delay of the law (for in this cal 
& the law's delay may be ſtiled admirable) 
<« believe it is chiefly owing, that we pol 
6 the beſt digeſted, and moſt excellent bot 
& of laws, which any nation on the face ( 
& the globe, whether antient or modern, coll 
c ever boaft of. If theſe higher juriſdict a 
6 ſhould declare my opinion erroneous, I {il 


—— 


* Sir Charles Pratt, now lord Camden, 
| 66 x 
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condemned in the Court of Common Pleas. 43 


© mit as will become me, and kiſs the rod; 
but I muſt ſay, I ſhall always conſider it as 
ga rod of iron for the chaſtiſement of the 
people of Great Britain,” 


Wedneſday the ſeventh of December, a meſ- 
wwe was ſent from the lords deſiring a confe- 
ence, which being agreed to, lord North re- 
orted, That the lords had received infor- 
mation, from the ſheriffs of London, of a 
riotous and tumultuous meeting of great 
nd numbers of people on Saturday laſt, who 
abuſed and inſulted the ſaid ſheriffs, and 
cou endeavoured to obſtruct them in carrying 
into execution an order of both houſes of 
parliament, for burning the North Briton, 
No $05 1 


als, | 555 : | 55 

pe The houſe being informed that doctor Brock= 
ration{by and Mr. Graves attended, they were called 
o thi, and examined reſpecting the ftate of Mr. 
ais ei ilkes's health, and from their report the order 
able) r his attendance was poſtponed another ſeven 


8. 


Thurſday the eighth of December, the houſe 
red their thanks to the ſheriffs for the pro- 
er ſpirit and vigour with which they had con- 
Wcied them ſelves, in attempting to burn the 
th Briton, — Mr. Alderman Harley being 
the houſe, the ſpeaker gave him the thanks 
the houſe in a very florid harangue, wherein 
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difficulty he roſe to expreſs a due ſenſe of thi 


the houſe had greatly overvalued his ſervices, 


—mUmU—œ—w —ñ̃ U aided 


houſe near Parliament-ſtreet, where he w 


44 Lieutenant Dun attempts 


he laments the not having more time, that he 
might have performed that duty in a mannet 
more ſuitable to himſelf ; upon which Mr. Al. 
derman Harley ſaid, It was with the utmol 


honour, &c. he could not help thinking tha 


and lamented that it was not in his power t 
put the order in execution in a manner more 
ſuitable——T hat the only return he can make 
is to aſſure the houſe, that ſo long as he ſhal 
continue in office, he ſhall firmly, vigorouſy 
and actively ſee the laws carried into execu 
tion *. | 

We now quit the ſolemn phlegm of th 
Journals, to amuſe the reader with the ci 
cumſtances relative to that extraordinary Sul 
Mr. Alexander Dun. The following is a tru 
ſtate of the affair, © 3 


December 10, 1763. On Tueſday night la 
ſoon after the verdi& was given for Mr. Wilke 
a man knocked at his door, defiring to ſpe; 
with him on particular buſineſs ; it appearin 
by his dialect, he was a Scotchman, and bt 
ing an entire ſtranger, he was refuſed admi 
tance; on which he went away to a coffe 


overheard by a perſon then preſent, to deck 


— 


This is very true; Mr. Harley fulfilled his promiſe int 
poor ballad-fingers, &c. &c, & c. 
hg 9 ˖ 


to aſſaſſinate Mr. Wilkes. | 45 


hat himſelf, and ten more men, were deter- 
nined to cut Mr, Wilkes off, let the event 
he what it would. The gentleman gave infor- 


he 


Hel 


Al. | 
10ation of the above declaration next morning, 
tee letter, to Mr. Wilkes, deſiring him to be 


n his guard; the affair then reſted till Thurſ- 
ay morning, when the ſame perſon, as is ſup- 
oſed, brought a letter to Mr, Wilkes's houſe, 
ned Alexander Dun, the purport of which 


that 
ces, 
1 00 


mont ö ; 2 pur | 
na as, to beg an interview with him on an affair 
f the moſt intereſting nature; when he was 


efired to call again at one o'clock, which he 
id accordingly ; and ſeven o'clock was then 
he hour appointed. In the interim, Mr. Wilkes 
ad got ſeveral of his friends, gentlemen of diſ- 
nction, about him. At the above hour the 
an came, and was uſhered into the parlour, 
here he waited a ſhort time, and was in- 
rmed that Mr. Wilkes was then alone, and 
ſhould be introduced to his preſence; but on 


nt laing out at the parlour door, two gentlemen, 
Wilke do had placed themſelves behind it, ſeized him 
to ſpe! each arm, and flung him on his back. On 
bearing arching him, a new pen-knife was found in 
and b pocket, which he pretended he had pur- 


1 admilfÞ-{c4 about nine months ago: on being far- 


Coffer queſtioned, he ſaid, {ix months; and et 
he wits owned he bought it at Chatham, about a 
- dechinight ſince. Previous to the time appointed 


Mr. Wilkes for his interview, proper affida- 
„ containing an accurate detail of the whole 
nlaction, were prepared, and a warrant pro- 
| _ cured 


miſe in 


— 
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46 Mr. Wilkes craves Sureties 
cured from the honourable Mr. Juſtice Wi 
mot for apprehending him, which was imme 


thenticated r e of the whole proceeding 


ſaid Mr. Dun to be examined before that he 
nourable houſe this day. 


tended taking no notice of it; but the worth 


Wilkes, and Mathias Darly, of the pariſh 
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diately executed; and we are informed that al 


was yeſterday laid before a very auguſt aſſen 
bly, who have ordered the tipſtaff to bring th 


Mr. Wilkes, on the firſt i intimation of Dur 
deſign, treated the affair with levity, and i 


* ſon of a moſt worthy commatier, who ſot 
time fince retired from public buſineſs, happe 
ing to be preſent, he, with ſome other of M 
Wilkes's friends, inſiſted that an enquiry ſhou 
be made into it, when matters turned out! 
above related; upon which Mr. Wilkes mal 
the following affidavit. 


In the King's JOHN WILKES, of Ayl 
Bench. bury in the county of Buch 
eq; Matthew Brown, ſervant to the ſaid M 


St. Anne, Soho, in the liberty of Weſtmi 
Ker, engraver, ſeverally maketh oath; a 
firſt, the ſaid John Wilkes for himſelf Cai: 
that he this deponent, verily believes that] 
as in danger of his life, from the wicked, 
licious, revengeful, and unprovoked mena 


— — * 


* George Onſlow, eſq; member for Surry. 
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of the Peace againſt Dun. 1 47 


one Alexander Dun, who (this deponent is 
formed) is a Scotch officer; and between 
ven and twelve of the clock, laſt Tueſday 
Wcning, demanded entrance into this depo- 
W's houſe in Great George-ſtreet, Weſt- 


g t inſter, and threatened violence to his perſon ; 
t ho d this deponent further ſaith, that about nine 


the clock this morning he received the letter 
reunto annexed, (marked A) which this de- 


d nent is informed, and verily believes, is of 
rote hand-writing of the ſaid Alexander Dun: 
> ſod this deponent, Matthew Brown, for him- 
pp faith, that he ſaw a perſon at the time firſt 


of MWovementioned make ſeveral very rude and 
olent endeavours to come into the houſe of 
out e ſaid Mr. Wilkes; and upon his being refuſed 
s ma} this deponent, threatened revenge to Mr. 
[ilkes, and alſo to this deponent; and by 
e beſt deſcription and information which this 
Ay onent has been able to collect, he believes 
ſaid perſon's name is Alexander Dun: and 
is deponent, Mathias Darly, for himſelf ſaith, 
ariſh Wt he this deponent did 1 write to Mr. 
ilkes the letter hereunto annexed (B) the 
ntents of which are true, and that the Scotch 
cer. therein alluded to is the ſaid Alexander 
that n: and this deponent further ſaith, that he 
| ot moved by any malice or reſentment againſt 
men {aid Alexander Dun, but thought it his 
„as a member of ſociety, to make the above 
imations to Mr. Wilkes, in order that he 


7 ght concert the neceſſary meaſures for his 
3 | perſonal] 


3 


to 
5 
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48 Proceedings againſt Dun. 


perſonal ſafety. And therefore the ſaid Joh 
Wilkes craves ſureties of the peace againſt th 
ſaid Alexander Dun, not out of hatred or m 
lice, but merely for the preſervation of his li 
and perſon from danger. 
JOHN WILEES, 
MATTHEW BRO WU 
MATHIAS DARLY. 


The deponent John Wilkes ſworn at his hou 
in Great George-ſtreet, Weſtminſter, he 
ing indiſpoſed, the 8th day of Decembg 
1763, before me, 


W. MAPELSDEN, by Commiſfia 


Matthew Brown and Mathias Darly, ſworn; 
Great Ormond-ſtreet, the 8th day of Decer 
ber, 1763, before | RE > 

| E. WILMO! 


London, Dec. 8, 170 
© SIR, 5 
As I have ſomething of conſequence 

communicate to you, I ſhould be glad 
know what time would be moſt convenie 
for me to call upon you this day; I cal 
once before and was refufed admittance. 
ſo good as fend me an anſwer by my ſerva 
who will wait for it. Lieutenant Crocl 
of dragoons, who is now in Scotland, 
fires his compliments to you for the mi 
CES s civilit 
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Mr. Darly's Letter to My. Wilkes. 49 
WY cjvilities fhewn him when he was quartered 
bear your country feat ; you may be aſſured 
Oh that many of the Scotch have till a regard 
Mor you, and none of chem mote ſo than, 
Four moſt humble 5 
and obedient fervant, 
þ © ALEX. DUN. 


oy 


bl © licutenant of marines; 
ol © To John Wilkes, en, 
London, Dec. 7, 1763. 


houl Dire&t to me at Mr. Whyte's, peruke-maker, 


Wi 


e ſhould not do wy Oy i. I did not ac- 
oaint you that the'yourig Scotch officer, that 
0 aanted entrance at your houſe, is a villain, 
and his intentions are of the blackeſt dye. I 
had been in his company for near four hours. 
hat part of our converſation that relates to 
you; conſiſted: chiefly of his intentions of 
allacreing you the firſt opportunity, and 
hat there was thirteen more gentlemen of 
deotland of the ſame refolution, and con- 
derates of his, who was reſolved to do it, or 
le in the attempt, Eaſt night, when your 
nal was over, the gentlemen at the coffee- 
uſe quitted the room that I was in 8 
count of the ſhouts in the hall) and left 
Scotch hero and I together, but I abruptly 
bend, V oL, I. D 3 left 


7070 
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50 Mr. Darh's Letter to Mr. Wilkes,” 


left the room, and went after the people to 
© Great George: ſtreet, and on hearing a noiſe 
| © at your door, I went up, and, to my great 


© ſurpriſe, ſaw the Scotchman a. trying for 

entrance; I knocked, and had admittance, 

* which enraged the hero ſa much, that he 

© ſwore revenge againſt the ſervant, and wa 

very troubleſome ; when I went out, I heard 

* a gentleman taking him to taſk, upon hi 
©. vowing revenge on you or your ſervant 3 upon 
© which I told the gentleman a ſmall part of FM 
what I knew, and he put him in the hand nity 
of two watchmen, and ordered him to ture. 
c round-houſe ; but at the Corner of Great Dun 

_ © George-ſtreet, I am told, he was reſcued, an 
© ran away. There was converſation palſel 9 
between him and the company that is n F. 
© ſafe to communicate by letter: his principle h. 
© and zeal make it unſafe for ſuch an abandon... 
ed wretch to be at large. Your own diſcre ereo 
« tion, I hope, will guide you to prevent aner 7 
thing that may be intended. Mr 
I am, with all repeQt, ag 0. ing” 
; « Sir. vour's. 1 onde 
81 ; M. DARL\Wice 
Lats 1 aids e tha 
© Cranborn-alley, Leiceſter-felds. com, 


To Mr, Wilkes, Great George · ſtreet. Werlon: 
e HEN | Lis a0 ng's 

0 anſw 
o keep 
Wards 


(B) >. 


MWurrant io apprehend Dun. Fu | 
E. WIIMOT. dot. bit os Tus; 
NOLAN D, I WHEREAS I have received in- 
to wit, formation, on the oath of John 


Wilkes, eſq; Matthew Brown, and Mathias 
early, that one Alexander Dun, between 
he 


eleven and twelve o'clock,--on Tueſday; even- 
ing laſt, demanded entrance into the houſe of 
ohn Wilkes, and threatened violence to his 
perſon; and hath ſince, in the hearing of 
athias Darly, declared his intention to maſ- 
ſacre the ſaid John Wilkes the firſt Opportu- 
nity z and therefore the ſaid John Wilkes eraves 
ureties of the peace againſt the ſaid Alexander 
Dun, not out of hatred or malice, but merely 
r the preſervation of his life and perſon. from 
langer. | | | 


s no Theſe are therefore to will: and require, and 
ndon 


ommand you, and every of you, upon ſight 
ereof, to apprehend and take the ſaid Alexan- 
er Dun, and bring him before me, or one 
ther of the juſtices of his Majeſty's court of 
eing's Bench, if taken in or near the cities of 
ondon or Weſtminſter, otherwiſe before ſome 
utice of the peace living near the place where 
te ſhall be herewith taken: to the end he may 
come bound with ſufficient - ſureties for his 


et. Nerſonal appearance, in his Majeſty's court of 

Wiz's Bench, on the firſt day of Hillary term, 

anſwer the premiſes, and, in the mean time, 

keep the peace, and be of good behaviour 

Wards all his Majeſty's ſubje&s, eſpecially 
N e 


towards 
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towards the ſaid John Wilkes; ; and hereof fail 
not at your peril. 


_ Given under . hand and ſeal this iel 
day of Decem 1763. 


To Richard Elſton my Tipſtaff, and to al 
chief and petty conftables, headboroughs, 
_ tythingmen, UN all others whom theſe nj 
concern. 


Mr. Wilkes das appointed fever in t ad! 
evening, on Thurſday laſt, for an interview 
with the ſaid Alexander Dun, he came punc 
tually at the time, when he was apprehended i 
conſequence of the above warrant, 


| [The following is taken from a paper tial 
was circulated by at Dun, with ſome remark 
thereon. 


As there is to be publiſhed by Cubſcripti 
by lieutenant Alexander Dun of marines, a bod 
entituled, The Hiſtory-of a Reduced Office! 
with advice to half-pay officers, and to office 
entering the army; a point explained conceri 
ing the ſea and marine officers : interſperk 
with various obſervations on the fair ſex, 


Duo ſemel eft imbuta recens mand 
Odorem Teſta diu. 


0 which i is added, ſome advices to, and 0 
ſeryatio 
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ervations on, Mr. Wilkes's behaviour to the 
Scotch nation. 

+++ The author may be heard of at the Par- 
ament-tavern, near Weſtminſter-hall, or at 
dt. Clement's coffee-houſe in the Strand, * 
ny gentleman chuſe to fubſcribe.— 
Mr. Dun has had ſo much encouragement 
lready from the nobility and quality, both in 
ſritain, and in foreign countries, in this pub- 
cation, that he would not have made it public, 
ad it not been for an accident which happened 
ately, now to be explained. 

As Mr. Wilkes is meitioned i in his treatiſe, 
thought it incumbent upon him to wait upon 
r. Wilkes, to ſee whether or not the diſſen- 
ons betwixt the Engliſh and Scotch nations 
What are theſe diſſentions ? Nobody ever heard of 
en] reported to be occaſioned by him were 
om real or imaginary cauſes. He had an of- 
r of being introduced to Mr. Wilkes by ſeve- 
| different gentlemen, [WHO?] and on 
ueſday night [near twelve o'clock] went for 
at purpoſe, but was refuſed admittance : was 
appointed next day by breach of appoint- 
ent ¶ Nhat appointment ?] and on Thurſday 
ring wrote Mr. Wilkes the following let- 
„ which was ſent by his ſervant, 


a 


\th 


be 4 e 
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« 7 JOHN WILKES, ingly l 


Þ e London, December 8, nll 
SAR, 
As I have en of confaltagid 
communicate to you, I ſhould be glad t 
know what time would be "moſt convenie 
for me to call upon you this day: I calk 
once before, and was refuſed admittand 
© Be ſo good as ſend me an anſwer” by mj 
« ſervant, who will wait for it. 

Lieutenant Crockat of dragoons, who i 
now in Scotland, deſires his compliments! 
< you, for the many civilities ſhewn him wht 

© he was quartered near. your country-ſe 
* You may be aſſured that many of the Scote 
| © have ſtill a regard for you; and none of the 
| © more ſo than your. moſt humble and. obedi o ye 
1 . ſervant, WH ap 3 
ö | > . „AL Ex. DUR 


A 


This letter he font at nine WP: in ne c 
| morning; a little after one o'clock, he recein 
| by Nig went me following card. m ve 


| rf vol 1145 ae URIOY 
| Mx. Dux, 

| Mr. Wilkes's compliments to Mr. Du 
f c and defires to ſee him at ſeven o'clock: 
ö * 8 to him for 9 ccount of Mr, Cn 
e at 


og candidly confuted, . 5 5 


In conſequence of this defire, Mr. Dun 
ent to Mr. Wilkes's lodging s © [ho does 
Ur. Wilkes lodge with ? This is oF true Edin- 
gb tile: has Mr. Wilkes a houſe or only a flat: 
wo or three rooms they call a” flat at Edinburgh] 
e tt George-ſtreet at the time appointed—When 
e came there he knocked gently at the door 
nend was admitted by a ſervant, who called him- 
ar Mr. Wilkes's Butler; he aſked Mr. Dun 
nol walk into a parlour until Mr. Wilkes ſhould 
me down; wanted to know if he had any 
pers [ as be had defired by his boy] to be ſigned ; 
that he would carry them up to Mr. Wilkes: 
r. Dun then gave him a dozen, which he 
ok away in order to carry up to Mr. Wilkes, 
ho, he ſaid, was in the room above. 
In a few minutes after, the butler came back, 
din a mild manner defired Mr. Dun to walk 
Wore to his maſter, who was waiting for him: 
immediately followed, and was ſcarcely out 
the parlour door, When five or ſix men 
NN cched faſt hold of him, and brought him down; 
in ne of them were gentlemen, whoſe names 
r. Dun does not chuſe to mention, who uſed 
m very well afterwards : that violence was 
tered is evident, becauſe one of the gentlemen 
d the joints of two of his fingers diſlocated * 
ty then ſearched Mr. Dun, but found no 
Wy weapon about him; indeed he had a 
knife in his waiſtcoat pocket, '[ /9ſe in his left 
ul coat pocket] which they kept, and faid he 
brought it with intention to kill Mr, Wilkes. 
D 4 That 


64 
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That he may do impartial juſtice to all, he he 
_ declares, that in a little time they returned lj 

Ret ok, papers, &c. and upon his oben, 
ing that he was almoſt ſtrangled, they broug 
ſeveral different kinds of wine to chuſe 0 
drank his health, and ſaid they believed th 
were all in the wrong; not true] but thath 
mult go to ſome genteel houſe, and be confin 
a little, until he Jhould clear up this matter, 
Mr. Wilkes had a warrant againſt him on {i 
picion of his intending to maſſacre him {; 
cording to his ewn declaration. | They then alu 
him, if he did not think it proper for them 
have acted this part? He ſaid not, as he thou 
it was taking hold of him under ſhew of frien 
ſhip, as the card expreſſed. He aſked, if! 
letter did not deſerve civil treatment ? To whit 
Mr. Coates, juſtice of peace [in Surry] 
pleaſed to reply, that Mr. Wilkes had ac 
by his advice; that they found out he wa 
man of education from his letter, and theref 
judged him the more dangerous. Mr. Coat 
fold him, that Mr, Wilkes deſired he wol 
write to him and clear up the matter more fil 
and he would ſend him an anſwer [et in 
They then brought Mr. Dun, pen, ink, | 
per, and wax, and he wrote, directed to | 
Wilkes in his lodgings : as Mr. Wilkes f 
him a verbal anſwer, he will not inſert a « 
of this letter; he will only obſerve, that 
procured him a dozen of franks from Mr. Fit 
Nerbert; thanked him for what he wrote; # 


fa 
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ad, that he would have done them himſelf, 
t was not well. This meſſage was ſent him 


iſe ſubſcribing to his performance in Mr. 
ilkes's houſe, by only hearing a few pages 
3 ü eee en 

He does here declare, he has no animoſity 
gainſt Mr. Wilkes, nor any man in Britain; 
me have ſhewn it in don, and that 
ry lately, againſt him, for no other cauſe 


mance: he has been often inſulted and beat 
EAT !] and bruiſed; but as juſtice always 


on; and is not this moment afraid, although 
der lock and key in Stanhope-ftreet. 

He now, as an officer who has ſuffered in his 
gjeſty's ſervice, claims protection: is but 
ung, cannot therefore command temper every 
pment to put up with hearing his countrymen 
Scotland abuſed : but he wiſhes fincerely 
e whole would be unanimous, and then the 
gliſh, Iriſh, and Scotch, would be a terror 
all their enemies: if they diſagree among 


on appear, he ſhall ſay no more at preſent on 
$ ſubject, but acquaint the public, that it is 


many 


a gentleman who carried up Mr. Dun's let- 
Mr. Fitzherbert he muſt thank for like- 


t his mentioning Mr. Wilkes in this per- 


ll get the better, and innocence will be pro- 
fied, has always come off to his own ſatisfac- 
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emſelves, the conſequences will be dreadful. 
Vo they ?] As the aforeſaid publication will 


e e r 
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firſt performance, wrote at the defire of 
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Dun was tried [not even examined] at M. 
Wilkes's inſtance, for a breach of privilege, 


tions to ſeveral members who ſpoke in his be 


them to appear in his defence He is for 
that he had reaſon to ſay, ſome gentlemen wer 


his 


many gentlemen of known merit, and offen 
| ld! 


to the King's peruſal. 


1 the 1oth of December ſtub M 


and acquitted : he muſt here own his  oblig 


half; although none of them will ſay, he aſke 


over inquiſitive; who. inſiſted that his ſerva 
ſhould inform, and even threatened him, to td 


them, what meſſages he ſent him from th 
Houſe of Commons. iche 
Ihe night this trial was onda; ſome of Mey. 


Wilkes” 8 friends ![20ho were they ; ] came to | 
Mr. Dun (as they themſelves owned) from 
principle of curioſity ; they wanted, they ſa 
to know. what was the reaſon for his animo 
ſity againſt Mr. Wilkes, and to ſee and. take 
copy of his card to Mr. Dun. In the fi 
place, he informed them, that he had no-il 
will at Mr. Wilkes, and let them copy ti 
card, as they deſired: he further ſaid, that 
intended to be his friend, and they ſaw his i 
compence. They then told Mr, Dun, t 
the world conſidered this as a raſh and frat 
tic action, at leaſt, that Mr, Wilkes's frient 
did; but that now they were ſatisfied it v 
not. They ſhewed Mr. Dun ſeveral penkniwt 
and wanted to know the ſize of the one he 


candidly confuted. 59 


his waiſtcoat pocket on the 8th inſtant. He 
Id them it was the ſize of the leaſt of thoſe 


m of aſſaſſination for bringing them into 
5 apartments : at this they ſmiled, As the 
Ers-papers ſay [his own account] that Mr. Dun, 
id he purchaſed the penknife firſt nine months 
go, then a ſhorter ſpace, and at laſt, confeſſed 
bought it at Chatham a fortnight before 
Wat time, he muſt explain this matter. As he 
xd three penknives purchaſed much about 
e times mentioned, but the one for common 
e, which was then in his pocket, he bought 
the firſt of December laſt, from the ſhop of 


ley, He obſerved that there were ſeveral 
ave and ſenſible men .. in a worſe 
dition than ever he (Mr. Dun) was, pro- 
eding f om the ſame malady; that ſome cut 
cir throats z that others ſhot themſelves through 
e body; and that many were prevented from 


no il one would imagine, from the nature of the 
y/ mate; but he muſt obſerve, that ſometimes 
hat Mople re0div favours from thoſe they leaſt ex- 
his Met them, and are deceived by others they con- 


s affair: a man profeſſed the greateſt friend- 
Ip for him, ſubſcribed to his book, ſaid he 
s half a Scotchman, and was in company 
him on Tueſday night the 8th inſtant, at 

 parliament- tavern, Was, as he is informed, 


it v 
knw 
he he 


ey produced; but that he ſhould not ſuſpect 


cholas Foſter, near the corner of Grocer's- 


tting an end to their own lives, proceeding, | 
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e moſt in; this has been Mr. Dun's caſe in 
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cc their opinion thereupon, on the Igth day 


tat 


the principal occaſion of this proſecution, (| 
keep Mr. Dun from the company of half frien 
for the future; but let him add, 


Integer vite, ſeeleriſque purus non egit mal 
Jaculis nec arcu, nec venenatis gravida Jagit 


Puſce Pharetra. 


{ let 


We ſhall take the liberty of adding to 
Dun's caſe, that it is the obſervation of M 
chiavel, that in all caſes, not only of aflafin 
tion, but of deep danger, no man fſhould| 
employed, who. is 1 and entirely in þ 
ſenſes, Friday the 16th of December, aft 
doctor Brockleſby and Mr, Graves had bx 
examined by the houſe concerning Mr. Wilke 
health, a motion was made and carried,“ Th 
ce doctor Hebberden, the phyſician, and l 
4 Cæſar Hawkins, one of his Majeſty's ſerja 
< ſurgeons, be deſired to attend John Wilk 
c“ eſq; from time to time, at proper interval 
<< to obſerve the progreſs of his cure; and tif 
<& they, together with doctor Brockleſby 
« Mr. Graves, do attend this houſe, to rep 


« January next, in caſe the ſaid John Wille 
ce eſq; be not then able to attend in 
91 Place, 5 8 


See morning. Mr. Wilkes adde 
e letter from doctor Brockleſb Y- 


2 


tate Doctors ordered to attend Mr. — bs 


letter from Dr. anne; to Mr. Wilkes, 


< DEAR SIR, 

Late laſt night I received the W letten 

WMrom my moſt ingenious and, worthy friend 

I. Hebberden, and alſo the incloſed copy 

f an order of the Houſe of Commons, to 

port upon your caſe: on the 19th of Janu- 

ry; I am therefore to entreat you, to fix the 

our for our attendance at your houſe» on 
onday, and I will take care to au Dr. 

ebberden and Mr. Hawkins. 
* „ am, - dear Sit, 

| od „ obedient 

"Ihe humble ſervant, 


1 5 RICHARD BROCKLESBY. 


orfolk-ſtreet, Sunday morning, Dec. 18, 
0703. 


1% from doctor Hebberden 2 doctor Brock- 
ſby, which was the inclaſed letter a- 


— Wentioned. 


ud | 


e Cecil-ſtreet, Dec. 7. 
(Dear SIR, 
An order of the Houſe of Commoines is come 
Mr. Hawkins and me, to attend Mr. Wilkes 


Will 1 us by e Mr. Wilkes 
with 


m time to time, in order to obſerve the 
ogreſs of the cure, and to make a report to 
 nouſe, together with you and Mr. Graves. 
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61 Ur. Nille. refuſes 


a a on; he aA M A A 


$4,» ny 


EE having been many years phyſician to 


c. with this; and if you will let us know at yh 


time you intend to ſee Mr. Wilkes on M/ 
„day, we will be ready to meet you there, 'F 
* Hawkins deſires that the appointment may H. 
* for ſome hour after twelve. 5 
TY «© I am, Sir, 0 
© Your moſt humble fern [et 

: W. HEBBERDE n 

. | £584 INS 
A card from Mr. Wilkes to doctor Hebberdeſ t 
Mr. Wilkes preſents his compliments 4 
doctor Hebberden, and is duly ſenſible af. 
the kind care and concern of the Houle... 
Commons, not only for his health, but nin 
his ſpeedy recovery. He 1s attended by of, 
tor Brockleſby, of whoſe integrity and e ., 
lity he has had the experience of many yelllſſ., 
and on whoſe ſkill he has the moſt perfect por 
liance. Mr. Wilkes cannot but ſtill be er | 

< opinion, that there is a peculiar propriety M. 


© the choice he at firſt made of doctor Brat 
© leſby, for the cure of what is called a 
6 ſhot wound, from the circumſtances of thed 


< army; but at the ſame time entertains a 
4 * for doctor Hebberden's great me 
and though he cannot ſay that he wiſhe 
© ſee the doctor at preſent, he hopes tha 
© ſhall be well enough to beg that hono 
eat a bit of mutton in 


Great Gebe | 


late 
MOU 


Monday, Dec. 19.5 


to admit them. 6 3 


A card. fr om Mr. Wilkes 45 „A. Harkins, 


Mr. Wilkes preſents. his compliments to 
Mr. Hawkins. He ſome time ago, from mo- 
tives of humanity, readily. conſented, at the 
equeſt of Mr. Martin, to receive the viſits 
pf doctor Hebberden and Mr, Hawkins. He 
now acquainted that the honour Mr. Haw- 
eins intends him, of a viſit, to-day, is not 
t the deſire of Mr. Martin; and therefore he 
egs that it may be deferred till he is more 
apable of enjoying company. He has ever 
cafon to continue perfectly ſatisfied with the 
onduct of Mr. Graves, a military ſurgeon n 
minence, who extracted the ball; he hopes, 

a few weeks to be ſo well recovery. as to 

e able to receive Mr. Hawkins in N 


y orge-ſtreet: and ſhall, be impatient for an 
rfect ortunity of ſhewing the juſt regard he w ill, 
Il by pav to ſo diſtinguiſned a character. | 
Priet Monday, Dec. 19. 4 

r Bro | 90 7 
d a * . „ 3 
their rom Mr. Wilkes to doctor Brockleſby. 
an t0 


reat George-ſtreet, Monday, Dec. 19, 176 3. 


at ml © DAR Sin, 

f | have the favour of your letter, and of the 
pers incloſed. I think you are rather defi- 
nt in politeneſs, that you do not congra- 
late your friend on the zew and ſingulur 
nur done him by the e of Cammons, 


in 


64 Letter to Doctor Brockleſby 


© in appointing a PHYSICIAN and SURGEoxt 
attend me, I ought to take this the may 
© kindly at their hands, becauſe to pay met 
compliment, they have, I believe, exceed 
© their legal powers. The lords, rather unyi 
« tingly, ſet them ſuch an example, by orde 
ing the phyſician and ſurgeon of a member 
© the other houſe to their bar, to be examin 
© concerning his ſtate of health. I had befq 
received other unmerited obligations fra 
© their LORDSHIPs, and the old friendſhip 
© bord Sandwich, though I own I was rather 
to the bluſh by THEIR PUBLISHING to 
© world what they pretended was found, pe 
© haps put, among the things ſtolen from n 
© If a man makes a private eſſay on woman, {hou 
© all. the world ſee it? Is a treatiſe againſt 
< ſpleen, or the tædium vite, ſo dangerous 
© now to become a ſtate-crime for the cop 
© zance of our preſent cruel: rulers, or rath 
© inquiſitors? Has the naſty, gummy, blu 
© bering, overgrown boy of a lord, barbaro 
© and bluſtering as the NokTH *, has he li 
© wiſe received his orders to denounce tot 
© Commons a laughable poem as a horrid cri 
© to. make all good Chriſtians ſhudder ? | 
© the moſt wretched and impious lines to 
« forged, that a work, which idolizes t 
© whole ſex, may be brought into judgmt 


8 


* Lord Nach eldeſt ſon of the earl of Guildford. 
1 1 1 | belt 
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en 
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before the crafty Scot * who never loved 
any woman. | 70 
This laſt act of the majority ſeems almoſt 
to perfect the ſcene, and really quite over- 
whelm me with gratitude, Yet though I am 
a young member, I cannot but obſerve and 
lament, that the antient eſtabliſhed forms of 
parliament have in the preſent caſe been laid 
aide, as if order had taken leave of the 
Houſe with good old ONsLOwW. The courſe 
of buſineſs has always been, that affairs. of 
importance ſhould previouſly go to a commit- 
ze, to have a full and fair diſcuffion, and 
afterwards the houſe receives and duly weighs 
the report of the committee. The affair you 


* have mentioned is of ſo much real conſe- 
y quence, that it ſhould, in my poor opinion, 
my ave been referred to the two uſual commit- 


eb. Firſt, it ſhould have gone to the com- 
itte of ways and means, to contrive how the 
late phyſician and ſurgeon can get into my 
ouſe, Secondly, to the committee of ſupply, 
0 vote the fees due to the gentlemen for 
heir attendance ; but I have public e&conomy 


TY o much at heart, though I make no parade 
17 f it, that I will fave the nation this expence, 
h * J will not ſuffer either of them to enter 


hy doors. The majority of the Commons, 
ke true country people, ſeem to have a 
troubleſome overflowing of kindneſs for me, 


e Lord Mansfield. 


end. —— 0 which 


8 2 
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© which you know is very apt to ſurfeit. 

© like the others ſometimes, in the ſame U 
© ment they fail in a point of neceffary gy ſc 
© breeding, even to one of their own ma {p 
bers. The houſe deſires doctor Hebben b. 
© and Mr, Hawkins to come to me, but fory H 
© to deſire me to receive them, and I moſt Mt 
© tainly will not. | „ he 
« Surely, my dear Sir, this matter has EC. 
too lightly determined upon by the Honour Uh 
houſe, It is pretty well known that I hi E 


ready a phyſician and ſurgeon, whoſe chan 
ters the foul breath of ſlander never reach 
and whom I confide in and love. M 
ſhould I admit any others? Am I to con 
to an unjuſt ſlur upon gentlemen with whi 
J have all the reaſon in the world to be 
tisfied? Shall I concur in ſuffering party mu 
neſs to fix a vile ſuſpicion, where I kn 
it ought not to reſt? I will never coun 
nance ſo ſhameful a proceeding. Hon 
juſtice, gratitude, private friendſhip, equi 
forbid it. N 
The majority of my brother members i 
© quite wild in their love, They would fa 
a phyſician and ſurgeon upon me, when Il 
© one of each already, and they forget that! 
c dear friend and chaplain, Churchill, has 
© me for ſome time. Would it not there 
| © have looked better, if theſe obliging fri 
© had ſhewn ſome regard to my ſpiritual a 


 cerns, and had ordered their own chapli 
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the very learned brother of the very * con- 
ſcientious merchant, and of the very acute 
[ ſpeaker, to attend me; or they * per- 
" haps have prevailed on good Mr. Kidgell. 
He is fo ready to every laudable, and lucra- 
tive work, he would not, I believe, have 
WY heſitated, You might in time have had 
WW Obſervations on my converſion and apoſtleſhip, 

though I hope not in a way to make you 
doubt of the whole; at leaſt you would have 
been ſure of a SERIES OF LETTERS in the 
WLEDGER, the profits to be divided between 
he ſaid Kidgell and his partner Mac-Faden, 
according to Kidgell's former plan. I think 
the lords too, ought to have conſidered this 
mportant point of chaplainſbip, and lord Sand- 
wich, or lord Le Deſpencer, or ſome other 
ous lord, ſhould have moved to ſend me a 
Divine Legation of the Biſhop of Gloucefler, I 
ave been ſaid to have doubts. I really have 
jone, If I had, that orthodox biſhop would 
rely be able to remove them ; only I ſhould 
ar that for every one of mine he carried away, 


-onle 
| wh 

be 
Pb 
coun! 
Jond 

equi 


3 . e would leave ten of his own behind with 
þ T I might likewiſe be treated with one of 
** | is quaint perſuaſives to continence, the onl 


octrine to which his practice has been fully 
equate, It could never come mare @ propos, 
or with greater probability of ſucceſs, for 
at cold frozen virtue of chaſtity, the virtue 


„ has | 

therel 
8 fie 
itual d 
chapli 
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K a K K K „ „ A 


of age not of youth, ſeems likely to be 
much my portion the reſt of this year, aj 
has been that pedant's every year of his life! 
His virtue is fixed as in a froſt, beyond alli 
powers of genial ſpring, or a charming, lu 
cious wife: mine I truſt will thaw, melt, a 
reſolve itſelf to ſprightly dew, long before t 
| firſt breath of zephyr. | 
After all, my dear doctor, I might I beli 
© admit the fate phyſician and ſurgeon witho 


of 


Þ 
© any danger of a Ruſſian hemorrhoidal cli t 
© but I will not do any thing on compulilic hi 
Hal. I do not ſuſpe& either of them in Me. 
c leaſt to reſemble a Talbot, a Martin, a Fon Ay 
© or a Dun. On the contrary, they are MH 
© amiable men, and therefore I wiſh you wo E 
© bring them here to dinner as ſoon as I ge 
< little better, for at preſent if they came 
« ſhould fear they would place themſelves h 
© thority, one on the right, and the other 
© the left hand, of their poor patient, 2 i 
c like Sancho's doctor with his wand, forbid ali." 
« taſting, any thing I ogled, or rather ſqui * : 

VV e | 
| © am alone. If you are diſengaged, In oh 

c you to come here at four, and I will g - 

vou half my boiled chicken. We never oil © 
« want food for laughter, while, in the pl "8 
: | ONE | 3 Het 


Y . 
e „ NED 


'® Aſk of the learn'd the way? The learn'd are blind: 
That way a Warburton could never find. 


Eſſay on Waonan, Ep. 4 11 


( 


Extratt N a Letter from Ayleſbury. 69 


of the ſly * Fox, George Grenville has the 

CONDUCT OF THE HoUsE OF CoMMONS. | 

I] am ever, my dear Sir, 
£ Your affectionate humble ſervant, 


* JOHN WILKE ES. 


cel While Mr. Wilkes lay dangerouſly ill of 
tho 
chal 
ul 
in 


Forli 


the miniſtry, that as ſoon as he came to 
e houſe he would be expelled : of courſe there- 
e a vacancy would happen for the borough _ 
Ayleſbury which he repreſented ; and ſome- 


re body put the following paragraph 1 in the Lon- 
wo Evening Poſt, 
I oft 


Came 
8 by | 
ther ( 
it, .al 
bid 


quit 
KL In 


will | 
never v 


he pl 


tract of a letter from Ayleſbury, Dec. 1, 


We have had great 'canvaſſing here ſince 
here has been a talk of expell n Mr. Wilkes. 
ir William Lee has been very buſy in behalf 
jt his friend the captain; but it is not be- 
eved he will ſucceed, becauſe it 1s very un- 
renerous and ungentleman- like, in ſuch a 


ucceed a man before it is certainly known 
ether he will be expelled.“ 


blind: — 
* Fox, lord Holland. 


Ep. 4 1 : 
| „5 Which 


s wound, it was given out by the advocates 


articular caſe as this, to ſolicit intereſt to 


70 i Letter to Sir Wilkam Lee. 
Which occaſioned the following letter, 


To the printer of the London Evening Poſt 


_ © SIR, 77 
© Having ſeen in your paper of laſt Satur. 
day, a reflection upon me, for having in. 
tereſted myſelf in behalf of a friend, upon the 
ſuppoſition of a vacancy likely to happen fl 
that borough, I defire you to inform you 
anonymous correſpondent, that I have done 
nothing therein, or upon any occaſion what. 
ever, that I am not ready to vindicate as} 
gentleman to any one that ſhall require it, 


« W. LEE 


SA A MW „ M GA „ 


« Hartwell, Dec. 6, 1763.“ 


Although Mr. Wilkes was very innocent 
the paragraph alluded to, yet he could nd 
help taking notice of ſo extraordinary a letter; 
and immediately wrote the following anſwer, 


To bir William Lee of Hartwell, in the cour 
of Bucks, bart, 


© SIR, 

© Give me leave to congratulate you on yo 

© having commenced author, and the Lon 
Evening Poſt, on the great acquiſition mad 
of ſuch talents as your's for that paper. I doull 
not of your ſoon diſtancing all the other m 
5 6 nifter 


| Letter to Sir William Lee. HD. 


niſlerial writers; and though you may not 
regularly on Saturday nights have 2 pay 
counted out to you, yet ſome little ſnug ſine- 
cure, or a miniſterial mandate to a county, 
for what you were very lately ſo aukwardly 
gaping after, (though thank heaven you were 
diſappointed) may, in the end, recompence 
Hour labours. Sr gs 

I muſt, however, recommend to you, ra- 
ther more temper, you /lart too furiouſly ; 
you ſhould firſt play with bended reins, then 
urge by degrees more rapidly, and at laſt 
ry the whole fury of the courſe. As a 
young man, you are intitled to pardon, but 
you ſhould have laughed at an idle para- 
graph in a news-paper, in which your GREAT 
ame 1s not at length. Did the conſciouſ- 
eſs of having merited that little ſatire, ſting 
ou? I have a right to aſk you; for in 
our curious letter, you ſay, I have done no- 
ing therein, or upon any occaſion whatever 
bravo! W. Lee de ſeipſo) that I am not 
eady to vindicate as a Gentleman to any one 
HAT (not who) ſhall require it. Now I 
ll only remark, That, that that worthy ba- 
net urges it the very pink of chivalry, and 
> that that is very brave. But do you mean 
d vindicate it by your pen or your ſword ? If 
y your pen, as you offer to vindicate it to 
y one, I A. B. beg to aſk you a few queſ- 
ons, Was it conſiſtent with hongur and 
umanity to begin a canvaſs in the borough 


72 Letter to Sir William Lee. 
of Ayleſbury, when there was no certain 
of any vacancy, and the preſent member ly 


WG SH Mm Ga Sa & 6. & &_ 6:9. 
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could, planting thorns under a ſick mani 


turning officers, who is Mr, Wilkes's tenant} 


juſt begun by znking your maiden pen, ant 


don Evening Poſt, Was ever any thing f 


little pariſh of Hartwell quiet, and be 1 
conciled to a worthy clergyman, who ne 


AN 
dangerouſly ill from an affair of honour * Wally, 
this chriſtian-like, pouring oil into his bleed. 


ing wounds; or, was it not, as far as ya 


pillow? Was it fair, candid, or juſt, order. 
ing application to be made to one of the n. 


Have you ever had any provocation from Mr, 
Wilkes? Have you not always been upa 
terms of civility with him? Juſtify then t 
the world, the propriety, the decency, 
even the humanity of your conduct, | 
But, perhaps, I miſtake you, and ya 
meant to juſtify it by your ſword. You hai 


you might poſhbly mean at the ſame tim 
to contrive to fleſh your maiden fword, Pri 
be explicit, and let me know if you meant ty 
ſend a challenge to all the world by the La 


truly noble and great ? | 
But I tire you and myſelf : I ſhall ther 
fore conclude, with only begging of you 
that, inſtead of beginning any diſturbance 


at Ayleſbury, you would keep your on 


offended you, and whom your good fathe 
cheriſhed and honoured. 


* White Hart, Ayleſbury, Pee. 16, 116 


Letter from Mr. Martin to Mr. Niles. 73 


In the Chriſtmas holidays, Mr. Wilkes, 

ing ſomewhat better, took that opportu- 
ty, during the adjournment of the houſe, to 
a viſit to his daughter at Paris, but was 
ere taken fo ill as to render a return to Eng- 
nd impoſſible for ſome time, during which 
1 e following tranſactions happened. . 


On his arrival at Paris, he received the fol- 


nt! 
Mig ving card from Samuel Martin, who had fled 
pol ther in conſequence of their late duel, 


Hotel de Luynes, Dec. 30, 1763. 

Mr. Martin preſents his compliments to 
Mr. Wilkes, and defires to know how he 
loes, flattering himſelf, from Mr. Wilkes's 
performance of ſo long a journey, at this 
eaſon of the year, that his health is N 
e-eſtabliſned. 

Mr. Martin cannot help taking this op- 
jortunity to aſſure Mr. Wilkes, that he had 
leſired Mr. Bradſhaw to deliver up Mr. 
Wilkes's note, written to Mr. Martin on the 
bth Nov. as it occurred to the latter that 
ny imaginable uſe might be made of it to 
r. Wilkes's prejudice, and before Mr. Mar- 
in had heard from Mr. Bradihaw that it 
as actually given up. 

Mr. Martin returns his thanks to Mr. 
ilkes for his attention to Mr. Martin's ſafe- 
V by giving the early notice he did to Mr. 
» Rents 


74 Mr. Wilkes's Anſwer. 
« Bradſhaw, of his a 


< in danger, 5 | 
It is impoſlible for Mr. Martin to think d 
taking part in any affair of Mr. Wilkes's tha 
he may find depending in the Houſe of Con. 
mons at his arrival in England. He propoſe 
to ſet off from hence on his return home on 
Monday next, but believes he ſhall not ſﬆ 
foot in London till thoſe affairs are deter. 
mined, to avoid even a colour of ſuſpicion 
that he is capable of appearing againſt Mr, 
Wilkes after what hath ſo recently hay. 
< pened.” 


pprehending himſelf to de 


K M A M K N «a 


N 


— which Mr. Wilkes returned the follow 


ing anſwer : 


_ © Hotel de Saxe, Dec. 30, Friday, 

© Mr. Wilkes's compliments to Mr. Martin 
© and is much obliged by the favour of hu 
note. Mr, Wilkes is going to pay his rt: 
ſpects to lord Hertford, and if Mr. Marti 
is diſengaged, will afterwards wait upon hi 
for a quarter of an hour, at the Hotel d 
« Luynes,' 


Mr. Wilkes finding it impoſſible, from ti 
ill ftate of his wound, to be able to reach Eng 
land by the day appointed (the 19th of Janu 
ry), ſent from Paris the following letter al 
certificates to the ſpeaker of the Houſe of Con 
mons. 
2 Pai 


eter from Mr. Wilkes to Sir Fohn Cuft. 75 
© Paris, Hotel de Saxe, Jan. 11, 1764. 


© SIR, 5 | 
« I cannot expreſs the concern I am under, 
rom the impoſſibility I now find of attend- 
ng my duty in parliament on the 19th of 
his month : I have ſuffered very much from 
he tour I made here in the holidays to fee - 
ny daughter : my wound is again become 
xtremely painful, the parts are very much 
flamed, and a fever attends it. 1 incloſe 
certificate of one of the King's phyſicians, 
d a ſurgeon of the army, gentlemen of emi- 
ence in their profeſhon, who think it abſo- 
tely neceſſary for me to ſtay ſome time 
nger at Paris. IT refer to the certificate it- 
f for the particulars. x 
The impatience I feel to juſtify myſelf 
the Houſe, from the groundleſs and cruel 
tacks upon me, and the zeal I hope ever 
W retain for the vindication of the ſacred 
ts of the Commons of Great Britain, and 
e privileges of parliament, both of which 
we been groſsly violated in my perſon, 
d determined me to ſet out for England 
Friday next; but I now find myſelf inca- 
ble of performing the journey. I am there- 
e, vir, under the neceſſity of entreating 
u to ſubmit my caſe to the Houſe, and I 
ubt not, from their juſtice, a more diftant 
will be appointed, when it may be in 
power to attend the diſcuſſion of points 
* very 


76 Mr: WWilkes's Certificate to the Houſe. ; 


< very important in themſelves, and in which 
© am very materially concerned, 
I would not, Sir, implore this of the Hou 
if I thought the delay could be attended vi 
any poſſible inconvenience to the public; 
I beg to obſerve, that I ſeized the firſt mi 
ment, which the reſolutions of parliama 
gave me, to enter my appearance to the 
formations filed againſt me in the King 
Bench. 
c I am, 
With due reſpect and 2 d 
© Sir, your moſt obedient 
Fe humble ſervant, 


* JOUN WILKE 
$. Right hon. Sir John Cuſt. I 


RS SN 


© Nous, ſouſſignẽs, mdecin-confultail | 
© rol, ci-devant médecin en chef de ſes arm 
© en Allemagne et en Eſpagne ; et nous, d 
_ © rurgien-conſultant des armees, et chirurg 
major du regiment des Gardes Frangoi 
* certitions que monſieur Mr, Jean Wilkes 
dans un Etat qui ne lui permet point, tant 
rapport a fa bleſſure, qui weſt pas ene 
entierement cicatriſee, que par rapport a 
'< fievre qui lui eſt ſurvenue, d'entreprendr 
route de Paris à Londres; qu'il ſeroi 
„ craindre, vii Vinflammation et le bourſou 
© ment confiderable arrives depuis peu de jolt 


* ql 


ire 


Letter from Sir John Cuft to Mr. Wilkes. 77 

qu'il ne ſe format une hernie, à laquelle il ne 
Peroit point poſſible de remédier; que, pour 
prevenir cet accident dont il eſt menace, et 
que le mouvement violent, tel que celui d'une 
haiſe de poſte, et Pagitation de la mer, ne 
anqueroient pas de determiner ; il eſt ab- 
olument indiſpenſable, qu'il reſte encore 
quelque temps a Paris. En foi de quoi nous 
ui avons d<livre le preſent certificat. 

Paris, 11 Janvier, 1764. 


4 « DINNIN. 
MW < DUFOUART.- 


London, Jan. 15th, 1764. 


© SIR, 
I received, by the poſt, this day, the fa- 
our of your letter, dated from the Hotel 
le Saxe at Paris the 11th inſtant, together 
ith a certificate of a phyſician and ſur- 
con, both which I ſhall, according to your 
eſire, communicate to the Houſe of Com- 
nons on Thurſday next, to which day the 
ouſe yeſterday adjourned. 
[ am very ſorry, Sir, for the account which 
ou give of your health; and am, 
Sir, your moſt obedient, 

humble ſervant, 


© JOHN usr. 


rected to John Wilkes, eſquire. 
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78 Mr. Wilkes's Letter and Certificate read, 


in the annals of the Houſe, the 19th of 
| nuary. 


anſwer a charge mentioned in an order 


40 phyſicians, and of a ſurgeon of the | 


C Wilkes's health, ſubſcribed with two nan 
- £6. but not authenticated before a notary pubciai 


and certificate.) 


We come now to a ſecond important! 


The order of the day being read for th 
tendance of John Wilkes, eſq; in his place, 


this Houſe, of Thurſday the firſt day of! 
cember laſt: Mr, Speaker acquainted the ho 
That he, upon Tueſday laſt, received a| 
<« ter by the general po from Mr. Wil 
4 dated Paris the 11th inſtant, incloſing a] 
„ per in the French language, purporting 
ce he a certificate of one of the French Ki 


« King's army, relating to the ſtate of! 
ealt 


c nor the ſignature thereof verified in M ob 
c manner whatſoever.” And Mr. Speaker Wavin 
the ſaid letter to the Houſe (the preceding Mount 


A motion being made, and the queſtion 
ing put, „That the further conſideratioſre n 
ce the fhid order for the attendance of e m 


„ Wilkes, eſq; be adjourned till to-maſed. 
«© morning? The houſe divided. The 


ce went forth. | rs fo 


Tellers for J Lord Harry Powlett, 
the Len Mr. Mawbey, 


T 


1 EF roceedings of the Houſe agai 2 Mr. Wilkes, 


Tellers for Lord Stran „ 
the Noes M. Thomas Pitt, | 239. 


So it paſſed in the negative. 


79 


t, That John Wilkes, eſq; a member of 
this Houſe, having been re 
peated orders of this Houſe 


place, to anſwer the charge of being the au- 


» to attend in his 


Wilggthor and publiſher of the printed paper, in- 
g atitled, The North Briton, No. 45, and hay. 
rting ing been from time to time excuſed from 2 
Kis attendance upon the days appointed, on 


tter inability to attend in reſpect of his 
ealth, and after refuſing to admit the Dhy- 
cian and ſurgeon, appointed by this Houſe, 
obſerve and report the ſtate of his health, 
wing withdrawn himſelf into a foreign 
Wountry, without aſſigning a ſufficient cauſe, 

guilty of a contempt of the authority of 
is Houſe; and that this Houſe will t 
re NOW proceed to hear the evi 
matter of the ſaid charge.” The Houſe | 
ed, The Yeas went forth. | 


rs for 18 Thomond, ! | 
Leas 1 General Townſhend, J 275. 
s for ( Lord Gage, De 
Noes 7 Mr. James Grenville, 1 70. 

0 it was reſolved in the affirmative. 


Then 


A motion was made, and the queſtion being 


quired, by the re- 


he repreſentations made to this Houſe of his 


80 Proceedings of the H. ouſe againſt Mr. Wilks 


Then another of the ſaid papers, intitle 

* The North Briton, No. 45,” was j 
duced, and delivered in at the table, 

And ſeveral of the perſons who were orden 
to attend the Houſe this day, were calledi 
and examined at the bar, in ſupport of the fi 
charge. 

- And a motion was made, and the queſt 
being put, That the further hearing of aj 
% dence upon the matter of the ſaid char 
< be adjourned till to-morrow morning.” I 


Houle divided, The Yeas went forth, 


Tellers for 12 Harbord, 6 Ar 
the Leas | Mr Onſlow, 9 4. | 
Tellers for Mr. Edmonſtone, e m 
the Noes Mr. Whately, 1 225 


So it paſſed in the negative. 


Then ſeveral other of the perſons who me 
ordered to attend the Houſe this day, and il 


another witneſs, were ſeverally called in, Mlled 
at the bar examined, and evidence was produdMien, 
in further ſupport a the ſaid charge. e ſai, 
And a motion was made, and the queſi Neſe 
being put, 6 That the further hearing of ee (ai, 
ce dence upon the matter of the ſaid charge, d pi 
ce adjourned till to-morrow morning.” TW Nor 
8 vo 


Houle divided. The Yeas went forth. 
= M ell 


P,occedings of the Houſe againſt Mr. Wilkes. 81 


ellers for Mr. Milles, L 
the Yeas J Mr. Nicholſon Calvert, 37 


ellers for Mr. Frederick — 2 
the Noes ö Sir John Glynne, 7 


So it paſſed in the negative. 


Then another of the perſons, who were or- 
red to attend this Houſe this day, was called 
, and at the bar examined in further ſupport 
the ſaid charge. And the Houſe having con- 
ucd to fit till paſt two of the clock on Friday 
orning, e „ 

A motion was made, and the queſtion being 
4 Wit, that the further hearing of evidence upon 

e matter of the ſaid charge be adjourned till 
5 Wis day at twelve of the clock. 5535 
It paſſed in the negative. 


Then another of the perſons who were or- 
0 wehred to attend this Houſe this day, and alſo 


lled in, and at the bar ſeverally examined, and 


e faid charge. 


quell Reſolved, That it appears to this Houſe, that 
; of ole faid John Wilkes, eſq; is guilty of writing 
arge, d publiſhing the paper, intitled, The 


North Briton, No. 45,” which this Houſe 
s voted to be a falſe, ſcandalous, and ſedi- 
Jus libel, containing expreſſions of the moſt 
cxampled inſolence, and contumely towards 
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te of the aforementioned witneſſes was again 


dence was produced in further ſupport of 
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82 Mr. Wilkes expelled the Houſe, 
his Majeſty, the groſſeſt aſperſions upon ho 


defiance of the authority of the whole legiſlature 


withdraw them from their obedience to the lam 


be, for his ſaid offence, EXPELLED ti 


this preſent parliament for the borough of Ayl 
bury, in the room of John Wilkes, eſq; expelli 


of this Houſe, by Robert Wood and Phil 


at the bar of the Houſe on Thurſday next, 


Friday might be read ; which being done" 


Houſes of Parliament, and the moſt audaciglfi 


and moſt manifeſtly tending to alienate thy 
affections of the people from his Majeſty, wil 


of the realm, and to excite them to traiteroull 
inſurrections againſt his Majeſty's government 
Reſolved, That the ſaid John Wilkes, ei 


Houſe, g 


F riday the 20th of January, a new writ m 
ordered for the electing of a burgeſs to ſervei 


this Houſe. - 
Mr. Wilkes's complaint of a breach of Por a 
vilege (ſo long before as the 15th of Novembe 


Carteret Webb, members of the Houſe, : 
Robert Blackmore, James Watſon, and Jol 
Money, by the imprifonment of the perſon 
John Wilkes, eſq; then a member of the Houl 
and the ſeizing of his papers in an illegal man m 
ner, was again preferred this day, and the miſW2:, 
ter of the ſaid complaint was ordered to be heaWnn: 


But on the Monday following, the 23 
January, a motion was made that the order 


Jicha 
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charged, and an order made for hearing the 
atter of the ſaid complaint on Monday the 
ch of February following. Previous to this 
aring, Mr. Wilkes ſent the Speaker the fol- 
Wwing Letter, incloſing another certificate, which 
not printed in the Journals of the Houſe. 


Paris, Feb. 5, 1764. 
© $1R, I 
I took the liberty of tranſmitting to you 
on the 11th of Jaſt month the original of a 
certificate, which was entirely the hand-writ- 
ing of Mr, Ninnin, one of the King's phy- 
ſicians, and ſigned by that gentleman, as well 
as by Mr. Dufouart, a ſurgeon of the army. 
It was not imagined here that any thing more 
was neceſſary among gentlemen. If the Houſe, 
or any ſingle member, had deſired a notarial 
act of the authenticity of the certificate, I 
ſhould ſooner have troubled you with the en- 
loſed, which is atteſted by our ambaſſador at 
his court. It now becomes my honour to 
equeſt that it may be laid before the Houſe. 
* I do not mean, Sir, to miſpend my time 
n making any remarks on the late proceed- 
nas, They are ſo obvious, that they will 
mmediately occur to every man, Who is not 
olt to the principles of virtue, and dead to 
he feelings of honour and 4 humanity. I 
m not able at preſent to ſay much, but this 
will add, that I am ſure my countrymen 
i the preſent age, and the faithful hiſtorian's 
| =. | 6. | Page, 


84 A Certificate omitted in the Journalt. 


page, will do juſtice to the uprightneſs of my 


© intentions, to my ardent love of the conftit.if 
tion of our happy iſland, and to the honel ; 
« efforts I have made in the cauſe of liber 
I rejoice that I have been the inſtrument i = 


© the hand of Providence to obtain very impor 
« tant legal deciſions in favour of my felloy fe 
© ſubjects. : | 1 
I am, with becoming regard, Sir, 

_ © Your very humble ſervant, 


« DireQed to the right honourable Sir Ja 
Ce 1 : 


A Certificate, omitted in the Journal. 


© Pardevant les conſeillers du Roi, nota In 
au Chatelet de Paris; ſouſſignés, furent Heure 
© ſents M. Henri Ninnin, medecin-conſult: * 
du roi, & ci- devant médecin en chef de Hint 
armèes en Allemagne & en Eſpagne, & fi "WW 
Paul Dufouart, chirurgien-conſultant Ie ni. 
© armees du Roi, & chirurgien- major du re! Fa 
< ment des Gardes Francoiſes, tous deux pt. ce 
nous notaires ſouffignes, bien connus, Int f 
© meurant enclos de l' Abbaye Saint-Germ 8 
< des-Pres, paroifſe Saint-Simphorien. (ce 


Leſquels, en confirmant le certificat , 
© ſignature privee, qu'ils declarent avoir vol © 
© le 11 Janvier dernier, & qui a été envo 
Londres, ont, par ces preſentes, de nou) 

1 | SE cel 
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certifié & atteſte a tous qu'il appartiendra, 
que le dit jour, 11 Janvier dernier, & pen- 


étoit dans un état qui ne lui permettoit pas, 
tant par rapport a ſa bleſſure, qui n'etoit pas 
entierement cicatrisee, que par rapport a la 


la route de Paris a Londres; qu'il auroit ẽtẽ 
à craindre, vu Pinflammation & bourſoufle- 
ment conſiderable arrives alors a ſa plaie, 
ENMWqu'il ne ſe format une hernie, a laquelle il 


Jab nauroit pas été poſſible de remédier; que, 


pour prevenir cet accident dont il étoit me- 
nace, & que le mouvement violent, tel que 
elui d'une chaiſe de poſte, & Pagitation de 
ls. Wa mer, n'auroient pas manque de determiner, 
| etoit abſolument indiſpenſable qu'il reſtat 


notaſncore quelque temps a Paris; ce que les dits 


ent Viicurs comparans ont affirme & atteſte, pour 
nſultaW.oir viſits & pansé le dit fieur Wilkes pen- 
f de ant ſa maladie, & ont requis actes aux no- 
| & hi res ſouſſignes, pour ſervir & valoir ce que 
tant Je raiſon. | | i 

du e Fait & paſsé à Paris, en 'Etude, Pan mil- 


deux Wrt-cent-ſoixante-quatre, le 3 Février, & 


nus, Wit ſigne 


Germal 

; (ScellE les dits jour & an.) ” 
1 NNINNIN. DUFO UART. 
; env < ROBINEAU. 

de now © DE LA RUE. 


e (| F 3 


dant le reſte du meme mois, Mr. Jean Wilkes 


fievre qui lui etoit ſurvenue, d'entreprendre 


4-7 CEOS LL _— 


86 Authenticated by Lord Hertfard. 


F © #* This day, the 5th of February 1764, the 
© appeared before me M. de la Rue, and may 
© oath that he was a notary public, that he hu 
© ſigned the above paper, that M. Robineauy 
5 alſo a notary public, and had ſigned the fam 


— 


2 
CW 


* Tt has been one of the diſgraces of a late adminiftratin 
that ſcarcely a fingle ſentence of any public act was good Ig 
liſh. The reaſon perhaps is, that no Engliſh were employ 
in the real bufineis ? Lord Hertford ſigns a paper of only n 
ſentences in our language drawn up by his Scottiſh ſecretay 
David Hume, and yet we find three palpable blunders in! 
THERE appeared Where? It is not mentioned in the ad 
the Engliſh Ambaſſador 2vbere Monſieur de la Rue appears 
Where did Lord Hertford fee Monſieur de la Rue? Was it 
Paris, Verſailles, Fontainebleau, or Compeigne ? It is not ſat 
in this paper, The French gentlemen are accurate. Their a 
is declared to be done at Paris on the third of February, | 
have no hint where lord Hertford was on the fifth. From 
information this paper affords us, he might be returned to [ 


don, and might have ſigned it as a Juſtice f the Peace. I 2 
Hertford is not named as Ambaſſador, nor his capacity f; b 
teſting a public act ſtated. ok 5 Ing 
There appeared Monſieur de la Rue, is a ſtrange and harſh « ſed 
ſtruction, not very uſual. The verb takes the place of its & 7 
nominative. It ſhould rather be, Monſieur de la Rue appuſi the 
before me, &c. We ſhould know firſt who the perſon 1s, 
fore the quality of appearing, or indeed any other, is give the 
him. Such is the general concord of our grammar; but Dn v 
adminiſtration were as little ſolicitous to preſerve concord med 
werbs and nouns, as among provinces and kingdoms, They u , 
a libel on the late French Miniſter, Monſieur D' Eon, 1 at 
ably hope, more from ignorance than malice. When that gen fed t 
man's public character ceaſed, they declared he had no chars . 


The London Gazette told the world, His Majeſiy bas been fi 
to declare that Monſieur D* Eon has no longer ANY CRARACT 
here, and bas forbid bim the Court, 
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In witneſs whereof I have hereunto * affixed 
my hand and ſeal. | | 


«< HERTFORD. (L. s.) 


Monday the 13th of February, the Houſe 
according to order) proceeded to the hearing 
he matter of the complaint, and ſeveral perſons 
ere examined at the bar of the Houſe; Mr. 
ebb and Mr. Wood were heard in their 
laces, and the further hearing of the matter 
djourned *till the next day. 


tt lj 
| Ln 
ploy 
ly tn 
ren 
in! 


e a0. 8 | 

1 Tueſday the 14th, the order of the day being 
ahn 22d for reſuming the adjourned conſideration 
heir f the matter of the ſaid complaint, when ſeve- 


y. V 
rom 4 
| to Li 
ce, Ml 


ty of 4 


zarſh d 
f its 
e appel 


ſon 18) 


1 evidences were examined, a motion was 
ade, and the queſtion being propoſed, That 
a general warrant for apprehending and ſeiz- 
ing the authors, printers and publiſhers of a 
ſeditious libel, together with their papers, 
is not warranted by law ;” and a debate arifing 
the Houſe thereupon, and it being near two 


5 f | 
i viral the O'Clock on Wedneſday morning, a mo- 


; bun was made, and the queſtion being pro- 
cord med, that the debate be adjourned *till this 
4 y at twelve o'clock : an amendment was pro- 
hat Wed to be made to the queſtion laſt propoſed, 
10 pare 


Wh inſerting after the word, “debate, theſe 
been Pl | | | 2 


LARAC! 


Lord Hertford fays, that he has affixed bis hand and feah 
does a man affix bis band? I may ſet my band and ſeal, or 
bay afpx my ſeal z but how can I affix my band? | | 

7 words, 


, 


88 Proceedings of the Houſe again/t Mr. Wilks, 


words, * and the further conſideration of th 
matter of this complaint ;** and the houf 
dividing, it paſſed in the negative, 207 to 10 
Then another amendment was propoſed to! 
made to the ſaid queſtion, by leaving out th 
words, “ this day at twelve of the clock,” an 
inſerting the words, „ Friday morning next 
inſtead thereof, and "the queſtion being put, th 
the words, this day at twelve of the clock 
ſtand part of the queſtion, it paſſed in the ne 
gative; and the queſtion being put, that th 
words © Friday morning next“ be inſerted i 
ſtead thereof, it was reſolved in the affirmatin 
Ordered, That the ſaid debate be adjourned 'ti 
F riday morning next. 
A motion was made, that the complai 
againſt Robert Wood, eſq; a member of ti 
Houſe, for a breach of the privilege of the Houk 
be diſcharged ; and a motion being made, thi 
the Houſe do now adjourn, it paſſed in t 
negative, 208 to 184; then the motion be 
again made, that the complaint againſt Robe 
Wood be diſcharged, Mr. Wood withdre 
Ordered, That the complaint again Robe 
Wood, eſq; be diſcharged. 
A motion being made, that the compli 
againſt Philip Carteret Webb, eſq; a mem 
of the Houſe, for a breach of the privilege| 
the Houſe, be diſcharged, Mr. Webb withar 
Ordered, That the complaint againſt Phi 
Carteret Webb be diſcharged. Ordered, T 
the complaint againſt John Money, Rok 
| Blackmd 
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ackmore, and James Watſon be diſcharged, 
d then, the Houſe having continued to ſit 
| half an hour after ſeven o'clock on Wedneſ- 
y morning, adjourned till Friday morning 
t, nine of the clock, 

Friday the 17th of February, 1764, the 
muſe reſumed the adjourned debate upon the 
eſtion propoſed upon Tueſday laſt, That 
a general warrant for the apprehending and 
ſeizing the authors, printers, and publiſhers 
of a ſeditious libel, together with their pa- 
pers, is not warranted by law ;” and an 
endment was propoſed to be made to the 
ſtion, by inſerting after the word “ ſedi- 
jous,” the words “ and treaſonable ;* and the 


pla amendment was, upon the queſtion put there- 
of Mn, agreed to by the Houle. Another amend- 
Hout being propoſed to be made to the queſ- 
e, tl, by adding at the end thereof theſe words, 


though ſuch warrant hath been according 
o the uſage of office, and hath been fre- 
Wuently produced to, and never condemned 
y courts of juſtice:“ an amendment was 
oled to be made to the ſaid propoſed amend- 
t, by inſerting after the firſt 4+ been,” the 


omplaſW © iflued,” ind the faid amendment was, 
mem the queſtion 22 thereupon, agreed to by 
ivilege ouſe. 

vithdc hen another amendment was -<rapoſed to 
1ſt Pede to the ſaid propoſed amendment, by 
el, Ig out the words „ never condemned by 


: Rob 


$of lier; and inſerting the words fo 
lackmi 


(e far 


* 
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far as appears to this houſe, the valid 
<< thereof hath never been debated in the co 
« of King's Bench, but the parties thereupy 
< have been frequently bailed by the ft 
& court;” and the queſtion being put, th 
the words © never condemned by courts ( 
« juſtice,” ſtand part of the propoſed amey 
ment, it paſſed in the negative. And the qud 
tion being put, that the words ** fo far 28 3 
5 pears to this Houſe the validity thereof hy 
4% never been debated in the court of Kin 
«© Bench, but the parties thereupon have ha 
8 frequently bailed by the ſaid court,” bei 
ſerted inſtead thereof, it was reſolved in t 
_ affirmative, Then the ſaid amendment 
amended was, upon the queſtion put thereupli 
agreed to by the Houſe, 

And then the main queſtion ſo amended| 
ing propoſed, ©* That a general warrant] 
< apprehending and ſeizing the authors, pri 
<« ers, and publiſhers, of a ſeditious and treat 
5 able libel, together with their papers, is 
cee warranted by law, although ſuch wa 
© hath been ifſued according to the ufag: 
cc office, and hath been frequently produced 
& and, fo far as appears to this Houſe, the 
* lidity thereof hath never been debated in 
c court of King's Bench, but the parties ti 
% upon have been frequently bailed by thei 
= cent; 

And a debate ariſing in the Houſe thereup! 

And a motion being made, and the qu 
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ing put, That the ſaid debate be adjourned 
till this day four months:“ The Houſe di- 
ded. 


ellers for \ Mir. Rigby, 

the Yeas | Sir John Phillips, ! 232. 
ellers for Mr. Townſhend, | 
the Noes 1 Mr. Shelly, 5 218. 


So it was reſolved in the affirmative, 


Thus when the miniſterial party were ſo near 
ſhed, the above evaſion and ſubterfuge was 
le uſe of to prevent, in more expreſs terms, 
> ſanCtion of parliament being given to the 
Flaration of the illegality of a general war- 

4 ä : 
e have now the happineſs of entirely get- 
g rid of the Journals, and we congratulate 
reader that his time and attention will be 
longer taken up with the contemplation of 
venal tranſactions of ſuch a wicked and pro- 
ate Houſe of Commons, But Mr. Wilkes, 


uſage his letter to the electors of Ayleſbury, ſets 
jucel above tranſactions in a full and clear light; 
the ch letter the reader will meet with in p. 
ed n Kc. 
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Extract of a letter, ſuppaſed to have been urin | 
by Mr, Wilkes from Paris, June 5, 1764, 


E The two noble Swediſh ꝛbhigs, of who 
©. you were ſo fond, did me the favour of d 
ing here yeſterday. I paſted the day we 
happily, though not ſo joyouſly as that 
twelvemonth, in the midit of my worthy ca 
ſtituents at Ayleſbury, all of us in full cho 
to the liberties of our country, and the yi 
tues of our ſovereign ; yet after the late f 
grant acts of deſpotic power in the mini 
ters, not forgetting either their wickednels( 
their inſolence. * 7oly's champaign was 1 
neceſſary to inſpire the higheſt good huma 
and gaiety on fo white, ſo auſpicious a 
as the fourth of June. The toaſt conſecrat 
the wine, and gave it the true flavour, althoy 
1 could not help lamenting my hard and He 
merited lot, of being forced to give ſuch a to 
out of my own dear country, and in ala 
where the ſtandard of liberty is not yet ere 
ed. With Miſs Wilkes's help we made 9 
tolerably well, GOD SAVE GRECI 
GEORGE, OUR KING; and at 


duke of Nivernois ſays in one of his lette 


a ES A nan , e SW 8 


Neus avons toaiſte & chante fort gatement, ite. 
enfin nous avons ttt quatre bonnes heures a te 01 
As I am an univerſal whzig, I could not nt 
giving an additional ſtanza, the poetry i the 
* que 
* A wine-merchant at Paris, ow 


c wil 
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hich I endeavoured to bring down as low _ 
us the reſt of the ſong, and I believe I ſuc- 
Needed. The thought was good, that the 
ame of BRUNSWICK may ever be as 
au bropitious to the liberties of mankind as that 
vid NASSAU, and that our gracious ſovereign, 
rough a long and glorious reign, equally 
col: ar: abroad and beloved at home, may approve 
aon imſelf as ſteady a patron of the rights of 
i. n2)iſhmen as his grandfather was. On the 
e H hole, it proved the moſt agreeable day I have 
nin aſſed ſince a few of us in April kept the an- 
eſs Wiverſary of the victory at CULLODEN, 
as nf hich a good many others ſeem to have a 
ume emorandum to forget, or at leaſt to neglect 
a (ry ſhamefully. =» 5 
ecru Lord Hertford gave yeſterday a grand din- 
thou to all the Engliſh here, except one, and to 
nd e true /r:þ whigs ; nor like a good cour- 
rata r, did he omit the new converts, the Scots. 
ae did not however obſerve the diſtinction 
t erchhhich is ſo much in faſhion on your ſide 
ade Me water, for the friends of the Hanover fa- 
NEM ly were received at leaſt as well as their 
d as own enemies. My lot is particular and 
; lett:fi&o!! enough. I am the ſingle Englihman not 
ment, W''ted by the ambaſſador of my country, on 
e only day I can at Paris ſhew my attach- 
not nt to our ſovereign, as if I was diſaffected 
poetr] the preſent eſtabliſhment, and yet I am 
quently and groſsly abuſed by a ridiculous 
ow at Bouillon, ar I am known to 
| 5 | © hate 


„ wil 
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c hate the other family, and his maſter, the H¶ ; 


external rites they were exemplary her. Da, 
3 3 r. Jam 


neral ( 
ppoſiti. 


8 — 


The Pretender's birth- day. 


< married the ſiſter of the Pretender's wit, Hen 
© princeſs of Poland, of the houſe of SobiiiiMi...: 
© This ſcribbler is one Rouſſeau, who H ce 
< wretched Fournul does all he can twig 
U © month to degrade a name made illuſtrious Wore 
| © one of the beſt French poets, and by Whne 
j great philoſopher, though in theſe tina Wt] 
t © longer the citizen, of Geneva. He lane 
[ my door the North Britons againſt the ity 
i arts, and their dear friends in the north teſt. 
i c our iſland. 0 * 
i © You may believe me, when I aſſure Mt 
f © it was not the ſlighteſt mortification to u 
i © that I did not receive an invitation to i * 
. © Hotel de Brancas. When I was aſked, li + « 
i © it could happen that ſo ſtaunch a Van 
1 Mr. Wilkes was not invited on the 4th{Mhatic 
4 © Fune, I laughed like the old Roman, 1Wit 0 
% © rather you ſhould aſt why 1 was NOT Wouoh 
| c why I WAS invited; perhaps it ſhould Wiſe 
bl; been aſked, why ſome others were inviſMe!! | 
3 The liſt of the company, of the Mas er, 
q < Sawneys, NO T in the French ſervice, wi 20: 
\ divert you. I wiſh ſome of our neige ente 
3 £ from the other fide of the Tweed may WMuld h 
3 keep the * twenty-firſt with more real devil = 
WU! < than they did the fourth, With reſpei 
ii c 
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new converts are; and I believe you find 

em in England good occafional conformiſts, 
ough I ſhall ever imagine, that it depends 
contingencies how long they will continue 
To fay the truth, I paſſed the day much 
"re to my ſatisfaction than I ſhould have 
ne in a ſet of mixed or ſuſpicious company, 
fulſome dull dinner, two hours of might) 

ave converſation, to be purchaſed in all ci- 
lity by ſix more of PHarRoan, which I 
teſt, as well as every other kind of gaming. 
s to the Ambaſlador, I have never had the 
ft connection with him, nor indeed do I 
w with it; as little too at this time with 
* Scottiſh ſecretary, or at any time with 
+ Scottiſh chaplain. _ | 5 

An Ambaſſador generally owes his very no- 
ation to miniſterial influence, and is al- 
ſt of courſe (I though this does not extend 
gh his family) under the direction of the 
iſters, or perhaps as to the preſent caſe, 
all propriety we ought to ſay, of the mi- 
er, who, behind and between the curtains, 
| governs our iſland. I have never been 
ſented at court, becauſe an Engliſhman 
uld be preſented by the Engliſh Ambaſſa- 


— ue 
— 


. David Hume. | 


r. James Trail, now biſhop of Down and Connor. 


eral Conway, the brother of lord Hertford, was then 
prontion. 


dor; 
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dor; and 1 will not aſk any favour of | 
C Hertford, in the preſent ſtate of publi 
fairs; although, as a private noblemay 
cM ould be ambitious to merit, and moſt | 
© tunate to obtain, his friendſhip, as wel 
© lord Beauchamp's, from their real ſte 
© ſenſe, great intrinſic worth, and what ſe 
© the whole, their ingenuous, . manner 
I have the protection of the laws, .whid 
never offend, and I am at Paris like any d 
foreigner, who has no favour to aſk, | 
need ſeek any particular protection or [ 
rity. Theeloge, which the nobleſt of „ 
gives me, that I neither 


@ 4 * „* 4 


Court the ail, nor dread the N „ Ni nen 


© is as exact truth here as you know i 
© have been while I was at home. The 
© circle in which I now walk, will hoy 
© bear teſtimony to the juſt tribute of g 
© tude I pay to the humane virtues of a pri 
under whoſe mild and gentle governmt 
© meet with that protection, which an it 
cent man had a right to expect, but Mouſe 
© not find in his own country, under his 
« ſovereign, Yet let me do juſtice, and g i 
« my complaints to the ſource from wir 


ths. 


36323 * 


Ri laſt circumſtance ſeems to give an | Air of iron 
whole. 


t Churchill. 


ppoſed to have been written by Mr. Wilkes. 97 
they ſpring, to the baſe contrivances of mi- 
iſters, exceedingly wicked and corrupt, and 
heſides ſtung to the quick, who had obtained 
2 moſt unhappy aſcendency over the mind o 

heir Prince, and to ſecure themſelves, had 
Hl ndcavoured to make their moſt odious mea- 
ſures pais for the meaſures of their maſter, 
nia the enormous load of their guilt might 


vel 


chic de thrown from themſelves upon him; a 
1y of practice not new, but of which every reign 
ſK, If the Stuarts furniſhes examples, 


„ hope ſcon to ſend you part of a work, 
10 et hunc in annum vivat et plures. It 
pens with the gencral idea of political li- 
betty; then proceeds to examine the fent!- 
nents of the European nations on this head, 
s diſtinguiſhed from the almoſt univerſal groſs 
eſpotiſm of the reſt of the world. The third 
art is a Criticiſm on the various governments 


f Europe. The fourth and laſt, is entirely 
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of n the Engliſh conſtitution, the various 
a priffxranges it vas undergone, the improvements 
ernmWi2ce in it by the glorious Revolution, and 


e no leſs happy than timely acteſſion of the 


1 an lf | 

but Meuſe of Brunſwick. There are a few hints 
er his f ſome remedies to the defects {ſtill ſubſiſt- 
and e in this noble, and, if my prayers are 


Perd, this eternal fabric. A large Appendiæ 
ntains, I hope, a full juſtification of my 
nduct upon conſtitutional grounds. A va- 
ety of characters are drawn from the life, 
hich, if I miſtake not, will entertain you. 
Mend, Vol. I. 8 +I hey 
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A letter to the worthy Electors of the borough 


© Repreſentatives ; which is often procured} 


©. both ancient and modern, and of other cou 
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They are certainly curious and genuine, x 
I believe not ſteletons, though I hope the 
ginals will be ſo before the book is pit 
liſhed. 55 | 
© I am tolerably well in health, and my ſi 
rits are not ſunk, I bear up ſtill with cn 
rage; but illum hauſi dolorem vel acerhi| 
mum. in vita, abſtrahi ? ſinu gremiaque þ 
trie., Adieu.“ | 


Ayleſbury, in the county of Bucks, 


&« Vox Populi, vox Dei, ought to be unde 
ſtood of the univerſal bent and current o 
People, not of the bare MaJoriTy of af 


A 
An 


little arts, and great induſtry and appli 
<« tion; wherein thoſe who engage in the p 
ſuits of Malice and Revenge, are much md 
ſedulous than ſuch as would prevent them, 
„I have been often amazed at the rud 
ce paſſionate, and miſtaken reſults, which ha 
& at certain times fallen from great aſlembli 


A A 
KR A 


< tries as well as our own. This gave! 
< the opinion I mentioned a while ago, 
ce public Conventions are liable to all the! 
<« firmities, follies, and vices of private me 
cc therefore when we ſometimes meet a Hate 
„ words put together, which is called the t | 


— 
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er Reſolution of an Aſſembly, and which we 


annot poſſibly reconcile to prudence or pub- 
lic good, it is moſt charitable to conjecture 
that ſuch a vote has been conceived, and born, 
and bred in a private brain, afterwards raiſed 
and ſupported by an obſequious party, and 
then with uſual methods confirmed by an ar- 
ifcial MAaJjoRITY.” . 


SWIFT, Conteſts and Diſſentions in 
Athens and Rome. 


ough = 8 
© Paris, Oct. 22, 1764. 
© GENTLEMEN, 2 = | 
The very honourable, unanimous, and re- 
eated marks of eſteem you conferred on me, 
y committing to my truſt your liberty, ſafe- 
y, property, and all thoſe glorious privileges, 
hich are your birth-right as Engliſhmen, en- 
tle you to my warmeſt thanks, and, to the 
igheſt tribute of gratitude my heart can pay. 
et in the peculiar circumſtances of my caſe, 
think that I ought not at preſent to reſt 
ontented with thanking you. I have al- 
ays found a true pleaſure in ſubmitting to 
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er cou ou my parliamentary conduct, It is now 
gave ore particularly my duty; and when I re- 
200, Mect on the real importance and intereſting 
| the fWture of thoſe great events, in which, as 
te men eur repreſentative, I have been more imme- 
et a Hately concerned, I am exceedingly anxious 
| the Mt barely to juſtify myſelf, but to obtain the 

| (s f | b.. 2 * 


G ( ſanction 
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© ſanction of your approbation. It has 6 
been my ambition to approve myſelf wor 
Sof the choice you have more than once my 
of me as your deputy to the great council 
© the nation, with an unanimity equally hong 
able and endearing. The coniciouſneſs; 
© having faithfully diſcharged my truſt, of hy 
ing acted an upright and ſteady part in Pati 
ment, as well as in the moſt arduous circu 
* ſtances, makes me dare to hope, that you y 
continue to me what I moſt value, the py 
© opinion and friendſhip of my worthy conf 
© tuents, Having the happineſs of being by 
in a country, where the name of vaſſal isu 
© known, where MAGNA CHARTA is thei 
© heritance of the ſubject, I have endeayou 
< to ſupport and merit thoſe privileges, to wii 
my birth gave me the cleareſt right, Sea 
as J am of fully juſtifying my conduct, cu 
< I perſuade myſelf that I have acted up tot 
< ſacred ideas of liberty, which warm the heat 
and inſpire the actions of my countrymen, 
© ſhould not, under all of the moſt unjutt a 
< cruel perſecutions, be quite unhappy. 
The various charges brought againſt! 
may be reduced.-to two heads, The on 
of a public, the other of a private nat 
The firſt is grounded on the political pape 
the North Briton, No. 45.; the other reſp 
a ſmall part of a ludicrous poem, which! 
ſtolen out of my houſe. The two accuſati 


are only fo far connected, that I am convint 
| NOS | C thi 


all 
tisfa 
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le » 


KK A NM M aa 


A Letter to the Eleftors of Ayleſbury. 101 


here is not a man in England, who belieyes 
that if the firſt had not appeared, the ſecond 
ould ever have been called in queſtion. 
« The Majority in the Houſe of Commons on 
he 15th of November 1763, Reſolved, ** That 
the Paper, intituled, The North Briton, No. 
45, is a falſe, ſcardalous, and ſeditious Libel, 
containing expreſſions of the moſt unex- 
ampled inſolence and queer towards 
his Majeſty, the groſſeſt aſperſions upon 
both Houſes of Parliament, and the moſt 
audacious defiance of the authority of the 
whole Legiſlature, and moſt manifeſtly tend- 
ing to alienate the affections of the People 
rom his Majeſty, to withdraw them from 
their obedience to the laws of the realm, and 
o excite them to traiterous inſurrections 
againſt his Majeſty's government.” Theſe 
re the words of the Reſolution, I mean to 
xamine them with ſome accuracy. 
The firſt charge is, that The North Bri- 
n, No. 45, is a FALSE Libel, The Reſo- 
ton was moved by Lord North; yet in a 
ious ſpeech he did not attempt to diſpute 
e veracity of any one paragraph in the whole 
per, I was in my place during that debate, 
d I took notice to the Houſe, that his lord- 
up had not ſaid a word to prove the falſity 
any one ſentence ; but I could obtain no 
tisfaction, not even a reply, on that head. 
n my trial before lord Mansfield, the word 
ſe was omitted in the information, becauſe 
by 3 * ſup- 
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I ſuppoſe the court of King's Bench knew iu 
© I would prove publicly on oath in that am 5 
© by the higheſt authorities, that every wal . 
© in it was true. The word falſe is not to M 
found among the various epithets applied p 
© this Paper, in either of the warrants ſui 
© by lord Halifax. I am bold to declare, uy + 
© the moſt careful peruſal of this Paper, ti C 
© there is not any one particular advance... 
© which is not founded on fact, and that ei. 
« line in it is ſtrictly and ſcrupulouſly cu % 
« formable to truth. I will not complima 0 
the preſent profligate Majority in the Hal. 
Commons fo far as to ſay, they were ſo Me 
informed, that they knew the exact truth he! 
© every ayertion in that Paper. One part Mone 
© lar however came within their knowleds hy 
< 


the means by which it is hinted that t 
© ENTIRE APPROBATION OF PARLIAMEN 
even of the Preliminary Articles of the | 
 inglorious peace, was obtained, and the pl 
© vious ſtep to the obtaining that ENTIRE A 
© PROBATION, the large debt contracted ont 
Civil Lift, They knew this aſſertion wast 
< tremely true, and I am as ready to own ti 
< it was extremely ſcandalous. 
The ſecond charge of ſcandalous muſt th 
be admitted in its full extent, {till keepl 
in our view that it is true. But to wil 
is it ſcandalous ? To the Majority, who h 
ſacrificed tne intereſts of the nation, by 
ing the ENTIRE APPROBATION OF FAY 

| MED 
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MENT, of which ſo much parade is made in 
W the Speech, to an act, which ought to have 
been followed by an impeachment—To the 
Miniſter &, who made the late ignominious 
Peace, and in the very firſt year of it impoſed 
on us an intolerable Exciſe——To the worſt 
Jof vipers + in our boſom, to the Tories, who 
have never failed to ſupport his unconſtitu- 
jonal meaſures, who have made us almoſt 
forget the infamy of their anceſtors at Utrecht, 
by the greater ſacrifices of the Peace of Paris. 
Theſe are the objects of ſatire in a Paper, 
hich deſerved indeed the higheſt reſentment 
ff the Majority, becauſe it had proclaimed 
heir diſgrace, their ſcandal through all Eu- 
ope. It was very natural for theſe men no 
onger to ſuffer the ſuppoſed author to fit 
mong them, and I ſhould have gloried in 
y expulſion, if it had not diſſolved a poli- 


ruth! 
jarticl 
wiedp 
hat ti 
AMEN 


the Mfieal connection with my friends at Ayleſ- 
the pl bury, which did me real honour. | 
” Another charge is, „That the Paper is 
d on! 


a ſeditious libel, tending to withdraw the 
People from their obedience to the laws of 
he realm, and to excite them to traziterous 
inſurrections againſt his Majeſty's govern- 
ment,” By the firſt warrant, under which 
was apprehended, The North Briton, No. 
5, was denominated a treaſonable Paper. In 


1 Was d 
OWN U 


muſt t 
] keep! 
to wil 
who 
Ly by 
PAR 
6 18) 


* The earl of Bute. + The King's mother. 
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the ſecond, by which I was committed vii, 
the Tower, that word too was omitted; ot 
that the greateſt enemies of this paper fei + 
to give up it's being either falſe or treaſma b 
Now the charge is varied by the Majority b 
the ouſe of Commons, with all the little qui [5 
bling of attornies, The Paper is not Taz Mic 


SONABLE, but it tends to excite TRAITER 
inſurrections. It is remarkable that the e 
thet TRAITEROUS is here given to ixſurreſin 
as the ſuppoſed conſequence of a ſuppoſed lib 
whereas the Scots, who appeared in open i 
bellion ſo lately as 1745, were in the weel 
writings againſt the North Briton, publiſh 
under the patronage of the Scottiſhßh Minift 
and paid for by him out of the public treaſui 
only termed inſurgents, who defeated regu 
forces. Yet in fact no inſurrection of anyh 
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ever did, or could, follow from this pubi lies 
tion, even in thoſe parts of the kingdon ill 
lately ſubjected to all the inſolence and nd 
elty of the moſt deſpicable of our ſpecies, Preac 
mean, petty Exciſeman, This is the ſtron be! 
caſe which can poſſibly be put. The Exc 
is the moſt abhorred monſter, which ons 
ſprung from arbitrary power, and the Mat. 
mode of it is ſpoken of through this Paper Witten: 
the greateſt grievance on the ſubject; gr. 
even in ihis caſe, obedience to the laws, eye 
all lawful authority is ſtrictly enjoined, and u 
oppoſition, but what is conſiſtent with Wer ; 
6 Jaws and the conflitution, is allowed. n 


F yl 
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words are very temperate, cautious, and well 
guard d. Every legal attempt of a con- 
trary tendency to the ſpirit of concord will 
be deemed a juſtifiable reſiſtance, warranted 
by the ſpirit of the Engliſh conſtitution.“ 
Is this withdrawing the people from their obe- 
dience to the laws of the realm? Is reſiſtance 
recommended, but expreſsly only ſo far as it 
is ſtrictly LEGAL ? Let the impartial public 
determine whether this is the language of SE- 
)ITION, or Can have the leaſt tendency to ex- 
ite TRAITEROUS iſurrections, or whether the 
Houſe of Commons have not made a falſe and 
Proundleſs charge. . 

i The general charge, that The North Briton, 
No. 45, is a LIBEL, ſcarcely deſerves an an- 
wer, becauſe the term is vague, and ſtill re- 
nains undefined by our law, Every man ap- 
plies it to what he diſlikes. A ſpirited ſatire 
vill be deemed a libel by a wicked Miniſter, 
d by a corrupt judge, who feel, or who 


ies, read the laſh, In my opinion the rankeſt 
ron! of modern times is the falſe and fulſome 
 Exco88/ddreſs of the Majority in this Houſe of Com- 
ich gens on the Preliminary Articlss, They ſaid 
the Mat they had conſidered them with their 5% 
Paper I ttention, they expreſſed the fronge/t ſentiments 
ect; | 


| gratitude, they gave their hearty appl. 705 
ey declared the Peace would be no leſs ho- 
mrable than profitable, ſolid, and, in all hu- 
an probability, permanent, Were the Houſe 
Commons ſerious in this Addreſs, which was 
© drawn 
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drawn up and preſented, even before any i 
of the groſs blunders in the Preliminaries 
been amended ? If they were, the body 
the people judged better, and did not helity 
to give their clear opinion, that the go 
of the war were ſacrificed by an inadegu 
and znſecure Peace, which could not fail 
ſoon retrieving the affairs of France, Tit 
has already proved that the nation judy 
right, and that the Peace is in almoſt en 
part infamous and rotten, contrary to the u 
boaſt in the * Miniſter's Speech at the} 
ginning of the ſame ſeſſion, The utn 
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* This expreſſion, the Miniſter's Speech, ſhould alway 
uſed, both from propriety and decency. From propriety, | 
cauſe the Miniſter compoſes it, and therefore it is ftrihi 
ſpeech. From decency, becauſe when it becomes neceſlan 
guard the people againſt any deceit or falſehood, which awit 
 Adminiftration chuſe the King's tongue to broach, the Ki 
printer to publiſh, the King's name to juſtify, by this pre 
tion the public odium recoils on the Miniſter, and no bli 
nor ridicule, directly reach the ſacred perſon of the Soyerey 


The ſneer in Pope is really indecent. The good biſhop, 
publiſhed the late edition of his works, ought in the mil 


of his commentary, to have ſoftened the ſeverity of tht 
lowing paſſage, | 


What Speech efteem you moſt ? ©& The King's,” ſaid, 
But the beſt word:? O Sir, the Dictionary.“ 


Por E. Warburton's Edition, vol. iv. p. 


I On the 25th of November 1762. The affair of Dn 
the Canada Bills, the Manilla Ranſom, &c. were unſettſel 
end of May 1769. e | 
5 | « g 
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care has been taken to remove all occaſions 
of future diſputes between my ſubjects and 
thoſe of France and Spain, and thereby to 
add ſecurity and permanency to the bleſſings 
of Peace.” A declaration not believed b 

he nation at the time it was made, and ſince, 
rom a variety of facts, known not to be 
Founded on truth, The North Briton did 
jot ſuffer the public to be miſled. He ac- 
nowledged no privileged vehicle of fallacy. 


enn le conſidered the liberty of the pra as the 
el Dulwark of all our liberties, as inſtituted to 


uu pen the eyes of the people, and he ſeems to 
ave thought it the duty of a political writer 
follow truth wherever it leads. In his 
ehalf I would aſk even Lord Mansfield, can 


_ RUTH be @ LIBEL ? 1s it ſ in the King's 
ri Wc} © Though it has always found a cold 
cceln nd unwelcome reception from his lordſhip, 
b a wid . | , 

the ll 0ugh it has through life proved much more 
his ps js enemy than his friend, yet ſurely he has 
no dla 


dt been uſed to treat it as a libel. I do not 


Soverel ; ; 
or what the doctrine of the King's Bench 
* ow is, but I am ſure that it will be a ſatis- 


ctory anſwer to the honeſt part of mankind, 
ho follow the dictates of ſound ſenſe, not 
e jargon of law, nor the court flattery of 
nal Parliaments, that the North Briton, 
0. 45, cannot be a LIBEL, becauſe it does 
t in any one line deviate from truth. 

This unlucky paper is likewiſe ſaid to con- 
n 5 expreſſions of the moſt unexampled 
« U 5 „ inſolence 
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due from a good ſubject to a good K ing 


* litics, whom England truly reveres—T] 
“ perfonal character of our preſent ami 


© who could vote this, ſeem equally ſupeff 
_ © to any regard for truth, or modeſt fea ip 
_ © detection, The author of that Paper, ſo 
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** infotence and contumely towards his MAH 
© ty, molt manifeſtly tending to aliendte i 
* atections of the People from his Majeſy; 
* and by the hirelings of the Miniſtry it 
* always in private charged with perſonal di 
© ſpect to the King. It is however moſt c 
© tain that not a ſingle word perſonally di 
ſpectful to his Majeſty is to be found ina 
© part of it, On the contrary, the Sovere 
is mentioned not only in terms of deceng 
© but with that regard and reverence, which! 


& Prince of ſo many great and amiable q 


„Sovereign makes us eaſy and happy that 
*c great a power is lodged in ſuch hand 
© Are theſe the expreſſions of the moſt i 
* exampled inſolence and contumely tows 
« his Majeſty,” which the Majority in 
* Houſe of Commons have declared that it ¶ eve 
© tains? Are theſe © expreſſions moſt mant 


ly tending to alienate the affections of tu 


& People from his Majeſty ?* The My 


© from making any perſonal attack on his 
8 rereign, has even vindicated him pe 
© from ſome of the late meaſures, which ll" 
* fo ſeverely cenſured by the judicious and nde: 
* biatted public, He exclaims, with an iv pe: 

c indignall 


dignation, „what a ſhame was it to fee the 
ecurity of this country, in point of mili- 


O THE OPINION OF ROYALTY ITSELF, 
nd facrificed to the prejudices and to the 
gnorance of a ſet of people, the moſt unfit 
rom every conſideration to be conſulted on 
matter relative to the ſecurity of the Houſe 
Hanover?“ When the ſfeech is men- 
oned, when the various abſurditiee, and 
en fallacies of it, are held out to the na- 
on, it is always called, in the language of 
arliament and of the conſtitution, the Mi- 
er's ſpeech; and the author declares, that he 
dubts, „ whether the impoſition is greater 
n the Sovereign or on the nation ;?* ſo ten- 


indeed every where treated with the con- 
mpt and indignation he has merited, but he 
ever carefully diſtinguithed from the Sove- 
gn. Every kingdom in the world has in 
s turn found occaſion to lament that princes 
the beſt intentions have been deceived and 


a the fate of the few daring patriots, who 
e honeſtly endeavoured to undeccive their 
vereign, to feel the heavieſt marks of his 
pleaſure, It is hovrever I think rathe 

Maeriul amsng us, even in theſe times, that 
aper, which contains the moſt datilul ex- 
t preikons 
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ary force, complimented away, CONTRARY | 


r has he been of the honcur of his Prince, 
zealous in his vindication. The Miniſter 


led by wicked and deſigning MAiniſters and 


orie. It has likewiſe in moſt countries 
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oY ground of any aſperſion, or fall into g 
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© preſfions of regard to his Majeſty, ſhoul{ 


© treated with ſuch unuſual ſeverity, andy 
that ſo many other publications of the ft 
© date, full of the moſt deadly venom, {hai 
6 paſs totally unregarded. Some of theſe 
pers contained the moſt opprobrious re 
tions on that true patron of liberty, the 
© King, whoſe memory is embalmed with 
© tears of Engliſhmen, while his aſhes are n 
© ly trampled upon by others, whom his god 
attribute of mercy had pardoned the crim 
© unprovoked rebellion. Others were ful 
© the moſt indecent abuſe on our great Pri 


< ſtant ally, the King of Pruſſia, on the tt 
relation of his preſent Majeſty, who has fu 
rited fo highly of the nation by fixing ir n 
© crown in the Houſe of Hanover, on Wis t 
© ſtauncheſt friends of freedom, the Cit h 
London, and on the firſt characters ae t! 


© us. Yet all theſe papers have paſled 
© cenſured by Miniſters, Secretaries, ani 
© the two Houſes of Parliament. 

© There only remains one other charge, 
© the North Briton, No. 45, ** contains 
5 groſſeſt aſperſions upon both Houſes of! 
« liament, and the moſt audacious dehant 
« the authority of the whole Legiſlature, 
is to be lamented that the Majority of dl 
© Houſe of Parliament ſhould ever lay tit 


© contempt with the people. We hair 
c © their actions, and we know the merdl 
| | « ml 
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tives of them. When the greſſeſt aſper- 


25 are complained of, the queſtion is, Have 
py been merited? Are they well founded? It 
in vain they talk of their authority, Tt is 

narted from them. Authority, which is 
Ended on eſteem and reverence, and is the 
tant attendant only of thoſe who are be- 
ed to be good and virtuous, has Jong ago 
them; but I muſt own their power ſtill 
ains. We have ſeen to what unjuſtifi- 
e lengths it has been carried; and a man 


fuld do is raſh enough to make an impotent and 
Pff&railing attack upon it, will ſoon find him- 
ne the unpitied victim. All thinking men 
has i full of apprehenſions at the approach of 
nd r meeting, and the nation impatiently ex- 


is the allotted term of reſuming a power 
y have ſo ſhamefully abuſed, by ſetting 
e thoſe, who have made the nobleſt blood 
dur heroes be ſpilt almoſt in vain. Under 
arbitrary Stuarts, when our more than 
an ſenates dared to bring truth to the foot 
he throne, and made the trembling tyrant 
her ſacred voice, the nation was in love 
Parliaments, becauſe they were the ſteady 
ds of liberty, and never met but in fa- 

of the ſubject to redreſs the grievances 


aturt. 
ity of ali people. Now we are alarmed at every 
lay tit aching ſeſſion, becauſe we know that a 


pt Majority only aſſemble to make their 
terms with the miniſter, to load their 
-lubjets with the moſt partial taxes, in 
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their mutiny or deſertion, or to ſurrendy 


length acknowledged to be a juſt claim, 
_ © extorted from the uſurpation of former j 
gative princes for the ſafety of the people, 


and their poſterity. 


© only to ſhew the extreme injuſtice of 


„ mands. I was made a priſoner in my! 


buy violence carried before the Earls of 1 
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© order to pay the amazing number of ug 
< places and penſions, created only to prey 


© the crown thoſe privileges of Parliament, | 
< eval with the conſtitution, which wen 


I fear they meet to forge fetters for them 
I have thus, gentlemen, gone through 
the objections made againſt this paper, nl 
is certainly innocent, perhaps meritora 


treatment I experienced, as the ſuppoſed 
© thor, The moſt cruel orders were give 
the deceaſed ſecretary of ſtate, to drag m 
© of my bed at midnight. A good deal of 
< manity, and ſome ſhare of. timidity, | 
< vented the execution of ſuch ruffian- like d 


© houſe by ſeveral of the King's meſleny 
< who only produced a General Warrant, i 
< without oath, neither naming, nor defcrl 
© me. | therefore refuſed to obey a wa 
© which I knew to be illegal. I was hom 


mont and Halifax, who thought it wortil 
< while to aſk me a tolerable number of 
« queſtions, to not one of which I thou} 
worth my while to give a plain anſwe 
© is now no ſmall ſatisfaction to me to ; 


C _ a "+ 
| * * Nr v 
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at I have not a friend in the world, who 
iſhes a ſingle word unſaid by me in the cri- 
cal moment of that examination. I informed 
eir lordſhips of the orders actually given by 
e Court of Common Pleas for my Habeas 
„n,; notwithſtanding which I was com- 
Pitted to the Tower, the cuſtody of me ſhifted 
to other hands, and that act for the liberty 
the ſubject eluded. Although the offence 
W which I ftood accuſed, was undoubtedly 
able, yet for three days every perſon was 
WE fuſed admittance to me, and the “* gover- 
or was obliged to treat me in a manner very 
ferent from the great humanity of his na- 
re, for he had received orders to conſider 
e as a cloſe priſoner, I rejoice that I can 
y, I am the only inſtance of ſuch rigorous 
zatment ſince the acceſſion of the mild houſe 
Brunſwick, although the Tower has twice 
en crouded even with rebels from the north- 

n parts of the Iſland; and therefore I ſhall - 
ntinue to regret the wretched and cowardly 
licy, the indecent partiality, and even in- 
ſtice, of conferring on Scotſmen ALL the 
vernments of the few conqueſts not tamely 
en up by the ScoTTISH Miniſter, con- 
eſts won by the valour of the united forces 
England, Scotland, and Ireland. While I 
tered this harſh confinement, my houſe in 
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* Major Rainsford, 8 
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© lated public juſtice, were incapable of pri 
« 


| © ſtep the very unconſtitutional appearance 


ſeeret concerns from being divulged to the public, 


114 4 Letter to the Eleftors of Ayleſbury. 


Great George-ſtreet was plundered, all ny 
© papers were ſeized, and ſome of a very * nic 
© and delicate nature, not bearing the moſ 
< diſtant relation to the affairs of government 
< were divulged, as if Adminiſtration had bea 
© determined to ſhew, that men, who had vi 


honour. | 

© Two days previous to my being heard h 
© fore a court of juſtice, I had the grief to fu 
< that my enemies had prevailed on his Maje 
© to ſhew me a publick mark of his diſpleaſur 
© by ſuperſeding me as Colonel of the Regimen 
of my own county, without any complai 
© againſt me, which could not but give ſuch 


© an endeavour to influence or intimidate 
© judges. When | was brought before the co 
© of Common Pleas, I pleaded the cauſe of 1 


ver ſal liberty. It was not the cauſe of P T' 
c and Gentlemen only, but of all the midilWr be 
— | — | — TK 
** Whatever is held moſt dear or ſacred was violated by1 12 
deſtitute of every good principle, and ſpurning at all ties off 70 a 
vate conſcience, as well as of public decorum. An india ici. 
letter of the handſome and lively wife of a Member of agg 1 
ment in the oppoſition was found in Mr. Wilkes's pocket-dt | 
The original was ſhewn even. to ſome relations of the hugs af 
and the peace of two families ſacrificed at the altar of mir the 
rial revenge. A paper was found ſealed up and endorſed, Me ac 
Wilkes's laſt Will and Teſtament, It was evident that this 


paper of the moſt private nature; yet the ſeal was not ref 
ed, and the facredneſs of ſuch a deed could not preſerve his! 
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and inferior claſs of people, which land moſt in 


need of protection, which I obſerved was on 
that day the great queſtion before the court. 
| was diſcharged from impriſonment by the 
unanimous ſentence of my judges, without 
Ping any bail or ſecurity. On the firſt day 
of the meeting of Parliament, I humbly ſub- 
itted my grievances to the Houſe of Com- 
ms, as they were choſen to be the guardians 
of the liberties of the people againſt the deſpo- 
iſm of miniſters. I likewiſe voluntarily en- 
ered my appearance to the actions brought 
melt law againſt me, as ſoon as I knew the 
aplat letermination of the Majority, that all the 
uch rregularities againſt me ſhould be juſtified, 
nce Ind that no privilege ſhould be allowed in 


abe 
nl 
aje 
a{ur 


ate M caſe, even as to the“ mode of proceeding, 
ne co hich was the moſt harſh the rancor of party 
of u ould deviſe. 5 © hy 
of pe The firſt charge exhibited againſt me was 
middiWr being the author of the North Briton, No. 


5, and I was expelled the Houſe of Com- 
ons on that charge, after a looſe examina- 


* 5 on at their bar of witneſſes without oath, The 
An indiWiicial proceedings againſt me, as the ſup- 

ber ed author, were however dropped, and I 
pe dub afterwards tried in the King's Bench only 


ar of min 
endorſed, | 
hat this 
is not I 
ſerve 8! 


r the republication of it. If the charge againſt 
© as author was juſt, and could be ſupported” 


The ſubpeena, &c. ferved on Mr. Wilkes, 


— 
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on oath, why was I not tried at law on th 
charge? If the charge was unjuſt, and coli” 
not be ſupported on oath, why was [ exp { 
led? If the republication is a crime, it wi” 
< publicly committed by the printers of ſeven” 
© news-papers, who {till remain unnoticed, 1” 
though their names appear to their ſeven ſh 
papers. This is ſurely a glaring proof of . 
© greateſt partiality. My perſonal enemy, I. [| 
l Mansfield, choſe to try both the cauſes agzin Cat 


me, that he might, in the moſt daſtar 
© manner, under the colour of law, avenget 
© attack made on thoſe known political pr 
ciples of his, ſo inconſiſtent with the gloria 
© Revolution, on the rooted attachment of hu 
6 ſelf and his neareſt relations to the Stuart 
© mily, on his partiality in the ſeat of juſt 
Kc. &c. which ſeem to have been fayoun 
copics in the North Briton, and other politi 
© papers, of which his Lordſhip did met 
© honour to name me as the author, This! 
© long rankled in his heart, and now the fai 
© opportunity of revenge preſented itſelf, Hi 
© ing carefully ſtudied the records, and 

<£ ing that they did not inſure the certainty 
© wiſhed of my conviction, on the evening} 
© ceding the trials, he ſent for my ſolicitor 
„ HIS OWN HOUSE, and deſired him to 
© ſent to the alterations his Lordſhip props 
© in both the cauſes, that of the North 5 
ton, No. 45, and of the Eſay on Wan 
The Chief Fu/tice ſunk into the crafty | 
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13, and made himſelf a party againſt the per- 
ſon accuſed before him as judge, when he 
ought to have preſumed me innocent. My ſo- 
lieitor refuſed, and againſt his conſent the re- 
cards were there materially altered by his Lord- 
ſhip's expreſs orders, ſo that I was tried on 
two new charges, very different from thoſe 
| had anſwered, This is, I believe, the moſt _ 
daring violation of the rights of Engh/hmen, 


ven 
f t 
1 


Pa which has been committed by any judge ſince 
" "Mithe time of Jeffries ; yet this arbitrary Scot- 
5 Fan Chief Juſtice, ſtill remains unimpeached— 
5 xcept in the hearts of the whole nation. 
ore Several of the Fury were by counter-notices, 


ſigned Summoning Officer, prevented from at- 
ending on the day appointed for the trial, 
hile others had not only private notice given 
hem of the real day, but likewiſe inſtructions 

or their behaviour. To crown the whole, 
ord Mansfield in his charge tortured both the 
aw and the fact ſo groſly, that the audience 


cart 
juſk 
1VOurl 
politi 
me | 
This! 


f r ere ſhocked no leſs at the indecency than 
1 it the partiality of his conduct. I was dur- 
and ng all this time very dangerouſly ill with my 


laughter at Paris, abſolutely incapable of 
aking any perſonal defence, and indeed to- 
ally ignorant of the two new queſtions, on 
yhich I was to be tried. 8 War 

The Majority in the Houſe of Commons 
ad in this interval grown ſo impatient for 
frenge, that they would not wait to ſee, if 
ſhould be intangled in the nice meſhes of 
H 3 the 
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the curious Mansfield net, which was ſy 


© was confined to my bed at Paris, although 
had ſent to their Speater the moſt authen 


fence to any eſtabliſhment, or indeed to! 


thence, and the magiſtrate has a right to 


of good b i; but the laws of ſociet) 


for me. They voted my expulſion, whil 


proof of my abſolute inability to attend th 
ſummons, and had only defired a ſhort de 
Humanity pleaded my cauſe in vain, I 
corrupt and cankered hearts of thoſe mt 
which had been ſhut againſt juſtice, were! 
open to pity, They were ſteeled agil 
compaſſion, but I am ſure they will fee 
morſe. | 
< I now proceed to the o her charge broup 
againſt me, which reſpects an idle poem, eil 
an Ess Av oN WoMAN, and a few ol 
detached verſes. If fo much had not h 
ſaid on this ſubject, I ſhould be ſuperia 
entering upon any juſtification of myſeli, | 
cauſe I will always maintain the right off 
vate opinion in it's fulleſt extent, when! 
not followed by giving any open, public Wore 


individual. The crime commences it 


terpoſe, and even to puniſh outrageous Mer 
indecent attacks on what any community 
decreed to be ſacred. Not only the n 


then infringed. In my own cloſet I 
right to examine, and even to try by the 
edge of ridicule, any opinions I pleaſed 


I haye laughed 7 N freely at the glaring 


7 ſurdl 
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ſurdities of the moſt monſtrous creed, which 
was ever attempted to be impoſed on the 
credulity of Chriſtians, a creed which our 
great Tillotſon WISHED THE CHURCH OF 
ENGLAND WAS FAIRLY RID OF, it was in 


Proteſtant, who has amuſed himſelf with the 
egregious nonſenſe, and filly conceits, of that 
range, perplexed, and perplexing mortal, 
that ſaint of more admirable ſwallow, and 
more happy digeſtion than any of the tribe 
of Athanaſius, I gave however no offence to 
any one individual of the community. The 
fact is, that after the affair of the North Bri- 
n, the government bribed one of my ſer- 
ants to Heal a part of the Eſſay on Woman, 
nd the other pieces, out of my houſe. Not 
quite a fourth part of the volume had been 
printed at my own private preſs. The work 


peridt 
ſelf, 
it off 


hen ad been diſcontinued for ſeveral months, be- 
ublic Wore 1 had the leaſt knowledge of the theft. 
2d to Of that fourth part only twelve copies were 
ces invorked off, and I never gave one of thoſe 
ht toWeopies to any friend. In this infamous man- 
eous per did government get poſſeſſion of this 
unity ner ſubject of accuſation, and, except in 
the te caſe of Algernon Sydney, of this new 
ſocletſ dec es of crime; for a Stuart only could make 
et I e refinement in tyranny of ranſacking and 


y the 
leaſed, 
laring 


furt 


ſobbing the receſſes of cloſets and ſtudies, in 
der to convert private amuſements into ſtate 
mes. After the ſervant had been bribed 
_— | to 


private I laughed, I am not the firſt good 
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The whole of this procecding was, I own, 
public inſult on order and decency ; but 


to commit the theft in his maſter's houſe, ( 
moſt abandoned “ man of the age, who. 
this virtuous reign had riſen to be ſecret 
of ſtate, was bribed to make a complaintt 
the Houſe of Lords, that I had publiſhed 
infamous Poem, which no man there 
ever ſeen, It was read before that great! 
ſembly of grave lords and pious prelates, 
cellent judges of wit and poetry, and was orden 
to lie on the table, for the clerks of the Houl 
to copy, and to publiſh through the natiq 


was committed by the Houſe of Lords, n 
by the accuſed member of the Houſe of Con 
mons. The neat, prim, ſmirking chapluin 
that babe of grace, that gude cheeld of 
prudiſh Air of Scotland, the earl of Mar 
was highly offended at my having made 
efſay on woman. His nature could not forg 
me that + zneffable crime, and his own 4 


date ſays, 


The ear] of Sandwich, of whom Churchill in the bu 


Vice, bold, ſubſtantial Vice, puts in her claim, 
And ſtamps him perfect in the books of ſhame. 
Obſerve his follies well, and you would ſwear ViNte 
Folly had been his firſt, his only care 

_ Obſerve his vices, you'll that oath diſown, 

And ſwear that he was born for vice alone.— 
Search earth, ſearch hell, the Devil cannot find 
An agent, like Lothario, to his mind, 


+ The expreſſion of Mr, Kidgell, 


6 41 
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1,4 did not afford me the ſhadow of an apo- 
ogy, In great wrath he drew his grey gooſe 
uill againſt me. The pious peer caught the 
alarm, and they both poured forth moſt wo- 
ful lamentations, their tender hearts over- 
whelmed with grzef, or as the chaplain, who 
eld the pen, ſaid, with grief of griefs. He 
roceeded to make very unfair extracts, and 
afterwards to be-note them in the fouleſt man- 
er. The moſt vile blaſphemies were forged, 
ind publiſhed as part of a work, which in 
eality contained nothing but fair ridicule on 
ome doctrines I could not believe, mock 
anegyrick, flowing from mere envy, which 
jckened at the ſuperior parts and abilities, as 
vell as wondrous deeds of a man I could not 
pre, a few portraits drawn from warm life, 


MardW'ith the too high colouring of a youthful 
nade Wſancy, and two or three deſcriptions, per- 
; foro aps too luſcious, which though nature and 
un mar might pardon, a Kidgell and a Mans- 


tld could not fail to condemn. 

| have now, Gentlemen, gone through all 
e objections, which have been made to my 
nduct in a public capacity. My enemies 
ning that J was invulnerable, where the 

inted their moſt envenomed darts, after- 
ards attempted to aſſaſſinate my private cha- 
Ker, and propagated an infinite variety of 
dundleſs calumnies againſt me. I have ge- 
rally treated theſe with the contempt they 
krved, from the certainty that all who knew 


. Fl C me, 
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< me, would know that I was incapable of WA: 
things laid to my charge. A few falſchay 
advanced with more boldneſs than the Hg 
© ] was at the pains to refute. The Wallin: 
© cheſter * ſtory in particular, becauſe it Mie 
© ſpected lord Bute's own ſon, and had H io 
© uſhered to the public with the greateſt yr: 
© rade, as well as with all the impudence b 
< malice, and rage of party, I diſproved ſo fili Mo 
© that J am ſure not the leaſt ſhadow of a df 
© remained in any man's mind as to my ent 

© innocence of that moſt illiberal charge, g 

| © have lived fo long among you, Gentle ou 
© that I will reſt every thing reſpecting me 


private man on the teſtimony, which thee 
< perience of ſo many years authorizes you 
give, well knowing that true candour alu 
< weighs in the fame balance faults and vim 
The fades in private life are darkened by 
enemy, but ſcarcely ſeen by a friend. | 
© ſides it is not given to every man to | 
© pious as lord Sandwich, or as chaſte, yt 
< potent, in and out of the marriage: bel, 
© all thought, word, and deed, as the 5} 
© of Glouceſter. 5 
A few other particulars, Gentlemen, 
© ferve to be mentioned, that you may 
< before you the whole of my conduct int 
< intereſting affairs. Immediately after tht 
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agrant breach of the laws, I thought it my 
duty to the community to commence actions 
Eoainſt all the perſons guilty. I deſpiſed the 
eanneſs of attacking only agents and depu- 
jes. I endeavoured to bring to the juriſdic- 
jon of the law, the principals, the firſt and 
great offenders, the two ſecretaries of ſlate, 
bluſh for my country, when J add, that al- 
hough I have employed the ableſt gentlemen 
f the profeſſion, they have hitherto found it 
mpoſſible even to force an appearance. Lord 
gremont died, braving the juſtice. of his 
ountry. Lord Halifax lives, perhaps to tri- 
mph over it, and to give the example to fu- 
re ſecretaries of committing the groſſeſt vio- 
ation of the rights of the. Commons with 
punity, The judicial proceedings at my 

it commenced in the beginning of May 


ed b elvemonth, and now at the end of October 
ad, the preſent year, his lordſhip has not en- 
to red any appearance, ſeeking ſhelter all the 
te, ye inter under privilege, all the ſummer under 
e- bel, Me <: 2cane of law, The little offenders indeed 


ave not eſcaped, Several honeſt juries have 
arked them with ignominy, and their guilt 


emen, s been followed with legal puniſhment, 
may Mt what is of infinitely greater importance 
& in i the nation, we have heard from the Bench, 
ter the et GENERAL WARRANTS * are abſolutely il- 


egal. 


he richt honourable lord Camden gave his final opinion 
ranting general warrants by ſecretaries of ſtate. After 
| 5 | | | enlarging 
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port of arbitrary and deſpotic power. 
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legal. Such a declaration is become inf 
higheſt degree intereſting to the ſubje&, | 
cauſe the Majority in this courtly Houſe if 
mons refuſed the very laſt winter to com 
any reſolution in favour of the rights of th 
fellow-ſubjects. We owe it likewiſe to. 
moſt upright, independent, and intrepid (| 
Juſtice of the Court of Common Pleas, thi 
the action againſt the under ſecretary of ft 
Mr. Wood, the ſeizure of papers, except 
caſes of High Treaſon, has been declare 
legal. | 

When I reflect on theſe two moſt imy 
tant determinations in favour of liber), 
beſt cauſe, and the nobleſt ftake, for wi 
men can contend, I congratulate my free. 
countrymen, and am full of gratitude t 
heaven inſpired me with a firmneſs and | 
titude equal to the conduct of fo arduo 
buſineſs. Under all the wanton crueltie 
uſurped and abuſed power, the goodneſs 
the cauſe ſupported me, and I never loſt | 
of the great object, which I had from the 
in my view, the preſervation of the rights 
privileges of every Engliſhman, I glor 


the name, and will never forget the d this 


er 1 
Dar 
mon 
(ter, 


— 


enlarging upon, and explaining a number of caſes, his lo 
declared fuch warrants (excepting in caſes of high treal 
be illegal, oppreſſive, and unwarrantable : by this noble“ 
mination, Engliſhmen's houſes may now again be conſide 
their caſtles, and not ſo liable to be expoſed to the V 


« reſu 
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ſulting from it. Though I am driven into 
ile from my dear country, I ſhall never 
aſe to love and reverence it's conſtitution, 
hile it remains free. It will continue my 
| ambition to approve myſelf a faithful ſon 
England, and 1 ſhall always be ready to 
e my life a willing ſacrifice to my native 

untry, and to what it holds moſt dear, the 
urity of our moſt invaluable liberties. 
ſhile I live, I ſhall enjoy the ſatisfaction of 
inking that I have not lived in vain, that 
2 preſent age has borne the nobleſt teſti- 
ny to me, and that my name will paſs with 

nour to poſterity, for the upright and diſ- 
ereſted part I have acted, and for my un- 

aried endeavours to protect and ſecure the 
ons, houſes, and papers, of my fellow-ſub- 
Fs from arbitrary viſits and jeizures. | 
Jam, GENTLEMEN, 


1 


13 


me 
1 
to! 
that 
f it 
cept 
are 


im 
erty, 


arduol With much regard and affeCtion, 
. Four moſt obliged, 
= 8 And obedient humble ſervant, 


m the 
rights 
glor 
the d 


« JOUN WILKES- + 


thing of conſequence tranſpires till No- 
er 1766, when we find Mr. Wilkes ſuing. 
pardon from his Majeity, through the in- 


Won of the duke of Grafton, in the follow- 
tter, 5 


885 his lo 
igh real 
s noble 
e conſide 
o the 
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A letter to his Grace the duke of Grafton, I 
Commiſſioner of his Majeſty's Treaſury, 


om 
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London, Nov. , 16 
< My LoRp, 
© It is a very peculiar ſatisfaction I feel 
my return to my native country, that a nol 
man of your grace's ſuperior talents, andi 
© flexible integrity, is at the head of the 
important department of the ſtate. I h 
© been witneſs of the general applauſe, whi 
© has been given abroad to the choice his 
« jeſty has made; and I am happy to find e 
< own countrymen zealous and unanimous 
every teſtimony of their approbation. 
I hope, my lord, that I may congratu 
* myſelf, as well as my country, on your gf th: 
being placed in a ſtation of fo great poerce 
and importance. Though I have been = c 
© off from the body of his Majeſty's ſubſe hall h 
© by a cruel and unjuſt en I; 
© never entertained an idea inconſiſtent Wh « 
<-the duty of a good ſubject. My heart ſtil 
© tains all its former warmth for the digni 
England, and the glory of it's Sovereign 
© have not aſſociated with the traitors to 
< liberties,. nor made a ſingle connection WM 
any man who was dangerous, or even Bro, | 
<. pected by the friends of the proteſtant ia wal 
don the throne, I now hope that the 1 12 
of a long, unmerited exile is paſt, andi 
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ay be allowed to continue in the — and 
ong the friends, of liberty. _ 
I with, my lord, to owe this to the mercy 
fm Fine T entreat your grace to lay 
e with all humility at the King's feet, with 

e trueſt aſſurances that I have never, in any 
oment of my life, ſwerved from the duty 
d allegiance I owe to my Sovereign, and 
at I implore, and in every —_ ſubmit to, 
5 Majeſty's clemency. 
Your grace's noble manner of thinking, 
d the * obligations I have formerly received, 
ich are ſtill freſh in my mind, will, I hope, 
e a full propriety to this addreſs, and I 


* 
1 


nd! 
e 
I bi 


wil 
us N 
find 1 
nous 


grauem the Duke of Grafton, I flatter my 

ir grail that my conduct will juſtify your grace's 

at poſerceding with a Prince, who is diſtinguiſhed 

been MW a compaſſionate tenderneſs and goodneſs | 
; ſubjMall his ſubjects. | 

n, I 1 am, with the trueſt reſpect, | 

tent il © My Lord, your Grace's moſt obedient 

art ll And mcit humble ſervant, | 

digni | 

br JOHN WILK ES.“ 
tors {0 | | 


ection | 
even 
ſtant f 
the ri 


andi il 
0 


cer, ſpeaking of 8 ſays, Nos, ut oſtendit, ad- 


ler, nibil eV Tolg rohTindig N zibil illuſtre, nibil 
il liberum, | 


ſure, a heart glowing with the ſacred zeal 
liberty, muſt have a favourable reception 


blgit, amplectitur, amat, aperte laudat: ſed—nibil come, 
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A ſecond letter to the duke of Grafton, 


Vacare culp3 magnum eſt ſolatium; præſertim cum bi 
duas res quibus me ſuſtentem, optimarum artium ſcient 
et maximarum rerum gloriam, quarum altera mihi viwg 
quam eripietur, altera ne mortuo quidem. Cie 


5 Paris, Dec. 12, 1 
I uam not yet recovered from the aſtoni 


ment into which I was thrown by your gn 
verbal meſſage, in anſwer to my letter of Ml © 
firſt of November. In a converſation || *<< 
with colonel Fitzroy at the Hotel d EIA, 
he did me the honour of aſſuring me, | , | 
I ſhould find his brother my real and fin. 
friend, extremely deſirous to concur in Ai 
me juſtice, that he was to tell me this Plic 
your grace, but that many intereſting pſ7 
culars relative to me could not be comm 
cated by letter, nor by the poſt. I fond 
lieved theſe obliging aſſurances, becaul}* 
a variety of occaſions your grace had tell? th 
a full approbation of my conduct, had tha [ af 
me in the moſt flattering terms, as the 
ſon the moſt uſeful to the common ca. 


K K K R A Aa & A A A 


which we were embarked *, and had ſi 


1 


* Mr, Wilkes might very well exclaim in the w. 
TurLY, Non eft credibile, que ſit perfidia in iſtis princ 
volunt eſſe, et ut eſſent, fi quicquam baberent fidei; ſenſer 
ram, indutus, reliftus, projectus ab iis; tamen boc erat in 
ut cum iis in Republica conſentirem. 


to the Dritte of Crafion, 129 | 


1n.uncommon zeal to ſerve a man who had 
ſuffered ſo much in the cauſe of liberty. 

J returned to England with the gayeſt, 
and the moſt lively hopes. As ſoon as I 
rrived at London, I defired my excellent 
riend, Mr. Fitzherbert, to wait on your 
race with every profeſſion of regard on my 
art, and the reſolution I had taken of en- 
rely ſubmitting the mode of the application 
ſhould make to the throne for my pardon. 
cannot expreſs the anxiety, which your 
race's anſwer gave me, Mr. Wilkes muſt 
vrite to Lord Chatham.” 1 then begged 
lr. Fitzherbert to ſtate the reaſons, which. 
ace it impoſſible for me to follow that ad- 
ce, from every principle of honour, boch 
uhlic and private. I ſhewed too the impro- 
ety of ſupplicating a fellow-ſubje&t for 
ercy, the prerogative good Kings are the 
oft jealous of, by far the brighteſt jewel in 
eir crown, and the attribute by which they 
ay the neareſt approach to the Diviniry. 

| afterwards wrote the letter to your 
xe, which I have ſeen in all the public 
nts, I never received any other anſwer 
an a verbal meſſage, Mr. Wilkes muſt 
ite to Lord Chatham. I do nothing 
out Lord Chatham,” When I found 
t my pardon was to be bought with the 
fiice of my honour, I had the virtue not 
tefitate, I ſpurned at the propoſal, and 
tmy dear native London, with a heart full 
Mend, Vox. I. 4 © of 


u 
0 
1 


I 
on 


gd 
0 


5 
4 
1 
x 
1 
1 
N. 
E 
U 

. 
3 
4+ 
[1 
4 
bs <4 
. 
Ws 
1 
14 
* 
15 
#7 
im 
N 
3 

' 
9 
4% 
1 
10 
13 
1 
. 
1 
1 

L : 
9 ao 
PH 
. o 
( | 
| 10 
M 
1 


* . a ä — 3 5 K g 
— — omg — : EE * * a — K — 
Dre — 3 — — . ——— =o — 
— d — x — 2 = * * * — A — 
— " - 


4: 
lf 
fi 


ICY a. Oe _— 


N= ——— — — — —üä——l 


— — 


SH K & @ K aA „ 


1 30 A ſecond Letter from Mr. Miles 
of grief that my faireſt hopes were blaſe 


G K N N N K N AAA A AA AA A 


Chatham had recovered every other man 
the nation. He was indeed long the f 


entirely kept poſſeſſion of our hearts ? H 


tue was the guide of his actions, and 


of humiliation that I had given an eaſy fil 
to the promiſes of a miniſter and a courti 
and of aſtoniſhment that a nobleman of pan 
and diſcernment could continue in an ink 
tuation, from which the conduct of ln 


vourite character of our countrymen, E 
tongue was wanton in his praiſe. The wh 
people laviſhed on him their choiceſt favoun 
and endeavoured by the nobleſt means, 
an unbounded generoſity and confidence, | 
have kept him virtuous. With what angu 
were we at laſt undeceived ? How much 
coſt us to give up a man, who had ſola 


cruel was the ſtruggle? But alas ! hoy 
he changed? how fallen ? from what hey 
fallen? His glorious ſun is ſet, I believe 
to riſe again, 


love of our country his ruling paſſion, 


he has fully ſhewn, omnis vis, virtuſm: Wi th. 


lingud ſita eft *. Our hearts glowed Me g. 
gratitude for the important ſervices he! 
done againſt the common enemy, and | very 
voice of the nation hailed him our deliva M:t.,; 


ys | S | = © toc 


—_— — 


1 | rd C 


* Ad C. caſarem de Republica Ordinanda Epiſtoh pubic. 5 


(| 


to the Duke of Grafton, "I'M 

but private ambition was all the while ſkulk- 

ing behind the ſhield of the patriot, and at 

length in an evil hour made him quit the 
ſcene of all his glory, the only place in which 

he could be truly uſeful, for a retreat, where 

he knew it was impoſſible the confidence of 
he people could follow, but where he might 
n inglorious eaſe bear his BLUSHING Ho- 
ours thick upon him. OE 
] might now, my lord, expoſtulate with 
your grace on a verbal meſſage, and of ſuch 
nature, in anſwer to a letter couched in 
he moſt decent and reſpectful terms, coming 
oo from a late member of the legiſlature. 
might regret, that the largeſt proffers of 
riendſhip and real ſervice could mean no more 
an two or three words of cold advice, that 
ſhould apply to another. I might be tempted 
o think it a duty of office in the firſt lord of 
We Treaſury, to have ſubmitted to his Ma- 
ſty a petition relative to the exerciſe of the 


ble iWobleſt act of regal power, which any con- 
and itution can give any ſovereign. Surely, my 
hon, Myrd, my application to the firſt commiſſioner 
rtuſo f the treaſury, who is always conſidered as 
wed Ae firſt miniſter, in England, was the very 
s be oper application. As I had made no dil- / 


very of any new wonderful pill or drop, nor 
tended to the ſecret of curing the gout or 
e tooth-ach, I never thought of ſoliciting. 
d Chatham for a privy ſeal. His lordſhip's 
ee was neither important, nor reſponſible. 
I 2 * „ will 
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deſire your grace's permiſſion fully to {ta 


that of the Duke of Grafton, 


formed to be admired, not beloved. A proul 


ſtrongeſt attachment to lord Temple, one 


I will not however enlarge on this, but I ſh 


what has happened to me as a private gent 
man, relative to lord Chatham, becauſe] 
would not leave a doubt concerning the pn 
priety of my conduct in a mind naturally 
candid, and ſo capable of judging truly, 


I believe that the flinty heart of lord Chy 
tham has known the ſweets of private friend 
ſhip, and the fine feelings of humanity, 
little as even lord Mansfield. They are bo 


inſolent, overbearing, ambitious man is d 
ways full of the ideas of his own importand 
and vainly imagines himſelf ſuperior tot 
equality neceſſary among real friends in all 
moments of true enjoyment. Friendihip 
too pure a pleaſure for a mind cankered w 
ambition, or the luſt of power and grande 
Lord Chatham declared in Parliament 


the greateſt characters our country coulde 
boaſt, and ſaid, he would live and die with 
noble brother. He has received obligations 
the firſt magnitude from that noble brall 


( 


yet what trace of gratitude, or of friend ie! 
was ever found in any part of his condugiWite 1 
and has he not now declared the molt unt. 
variance, and even hoſtility ? I have hah: » 
warm and expreſs declarations of regarl = 
could be made by this marble- hearted ir; 8 


2 = 
255 J, 
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and Mr. Pitt had no doubt his views in even 
fecding me with * flattery from time to time, 
on occaſions too where candour and indul- 
rence were all I could claim, He may re- 
member the compliments he paid me on two 
ertain poems in the year 1754. If I were 
o take the declarations made by himſelf and 
he late Mr. + Potter a la lettre, they were 
nore charmed with thoſe verſes after the 
nety-ninth reading than after the firſt ; fo 
hat from this circumſtance, as well as ſome 
f his ſpeeches in Parliament, it ſeems to be 
kewiſe true of the firſt orator, or rather the 
rſt comedian, of our age, non diſplicuiſſe illi 
os, ſed non contigiſſe tr. 


Cha 
riend 
ty, 
e bt 
proul 

iS 4 
rtand 
tot 


all | will now ſubmit to your grace, if there 
Abi zs not ſomething peculiarly baſe and per- 
ed wiWdious in Mr, Pitt's calling me a blaſphemer 
ance ny God for thoſe very verſes, at a time when 


ent | 


was abſent, and dangerouſly ill from an 


„ one fir of honour. The charge too he knew 
2uld eas || falſe, for the whole ridicule of thoſe 
uith o pieces was confined to certain myſteries, 
ation | | ; 

+ brath — eee 
friend de Mr. Pitt's Letters in the ſecond volume. 


condul Vide Mr. Potter's Letters in the ſecond volume. 
moſt 0f Untilian uſes this expreſſion, ſpeaking of Demoſthenes. 
We bad e verdict of the jury fully juſtified Mr. Wilkes from 
8 11 andalous charge of blaſphemy made by Mr. Pitt in the 
© of commons. Vide Iikewiſe the Votet, Martis, 31% die 


ed frie 
( 


ii 1769, printed in the 103d No, of the North Briton, 
25 1769. 
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with contempt on a man, who could be 
s of this baſeneſs, who could in the 


Mr. Pitt did not think himſelf obliged en 
to affect to believe, He added another chay 


ago the mad, ſeditious Tribune of the Peg 


of the proud Scot, who, as he declared 


for ine after this to write a ſuppliant letter 


— 


which formerly the unplaced and unpenſa 


equally unjuſt, that I was the /:beller fy 
King, although he was ſenſible that I ne 
wrote a ſingle line diſreſpectful to the fa 


perſon of my Sovereign, but had only ; * 
tacked the deſpotiſm of his miniſters, with the 
ſpirit becoming a good * and zen 
friend of his country. The reaſon of H 


perfidy was plain. He was then beginni 
to pay homage to the Scottiſh idol, and In 
the moſt acceptable ſacrifice he could of 
at the ſhrine of BuTE, Hiſtory ſcarcely gi 


ſo remarkable a change. He was a few ye 


inſulting his Sovereign even in his cap 
city, now he is the abject, crouching depi 


Parliament, wants wiſdom, and holds prind 
incompatible with freedom ; a moſt ridicul 
character ſurely for a ſtateſman, and the 
ject of a free kingdom, but the very pro 
compoſition for a favourite, Was it poli 


lord Chatham? I am the firſt to pronoul 
myſelf moſt unworthy of a pardon, if I 0 
have obtained it on thoſe terms, 
Although I declare, my lord, that the d 
ſcious pride of virtue makes me look de 
0 


dee 


to the Duke of Grafton. 135 
# declare that T muſt be ſupported, and in 

the Houſe on the fame day deſert and revile 

me, yet I will on every occaſion do juſtice 

to the miniſter. He has ſerved the public in 

all thoſe points, where the good of the na- 

tion coincided with his own private views 

and in no other. I. venerate the memory of 
the Secretary, and TI think it an honour. to 
yſelf that I ſteadily ſupported in Parlia- 
ment an adminiſtration the moſt ſucceſsful 
e ever had, and which carried the glory of 
he nation to the, higheſt pitch in every part 
f the world. He found his country almoſt | 
ndeſpair, He raiſed the noble ſpirit of Eng- 
and, and ſtrained every nerve againſt our 
nemies, His plans, when in power, were 
ways great, although in direct oppoſition 
o the declarations of his whole life, when 
ut of power. The invincible bravery of the 
priiſh troops gave ſucceſs even to the molt 
aſh, the moſt extravagant, the moſt deſpe- 


print 
idicul 


the fte of his projects. He ſaw early the hoſtile 
ry prartentions of Spain, and if the celebrated 
7 bitten advice, which he gave, had been fol- 
t le 


owed, a very few weeks had then probabl 
lofed the laſt general war; although the me- 
It of that advice was more the merit of his 
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Tais declaration was made to George Onſlow, eſq; ſon 
late Speaker, and to other gentlemen. A curious letter 
. Onſlow, dated Ember-Court, Sept. 21, 1765, is in the 
a Briton of the 1 5th of July, 1769. 
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noble brother, than his own. After the on 
* nipotence of lord Bute in 1761 had for 
* Mr. Pitt to retire from his Majeſty's cou 
* cils, and the cauſe was declared by him 
© to be our conduct relative to Spain, [I h 
the happineſs of ſetting that affair in fo ce; 


and 
and advantageous a light, that he exprelhfi« | 
the moſt entire ſatisfaction, and particuWro: 
obligations to my friendſhip. I do not h 
ever make this a claim of merit to Mr, Pi iin 


It was my duty, from the peculiar advantay 
© of information I then had. | 
< The conſtitution of our country has | 
obligations to him, He has left it with 
it's beauties, and all it's blemiihes, He 
ver once appeared in earneſt about any qu 
tion of liberty, He was the cauſe that 
© 1764 no point was gained for the public 
the two great queſtions of General Marr 
Rand the Seizure of Papers. The curſed 
mains of the court of Star Chamber, 
enormous power of the attorney-general, 
© ſole great judicial officer of the crown, 
is aurante bene placito, and not upon 0 
© who tramples on Grand Furies, and bt 
« down the firſt, the foremoſt barriers of li 
ty, continued during his adminiſtration 
© ſame as before. Every grievance, which 
not rooted out by the glorious Revolutl 
and the later ſtruggles of our patriots, 
ſubſiſts in full force, notwithſtanding the 
$ ſolute power he exerciſed for ſeveral yy 
= 1 
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eyery department of the ſtate——But I have 
done with lord Chatham. I leave him to 
the poor conſolation of a place, a penſion, 
and a peerage, for which he has fold the con- 
fdence of a great nation, Pity ſhall find, 
We weep oder iim | 
Jam now, my lord, once more driven 
from the Romans to the gay, the polite 
* Athenians, but I ſhall endeavour to con- 
vince your grace that J am not totally loſt to 
my country, nor to myſelf, in this ſcene of 
elegant diſſipation, and that I do not waſte 


has the time in unavailing complaints of my hard 
with ate, and the ingratitude of thoſe, whom [I 
Heere ſerved with ſucceſs; for I ſhall very ſoon 


1y des to call the public attention to ſome points 
that Mio national importance, and in the mean time 
zublichlW ſhall embrace this opportunity of doing my- 
Varrel juſtice againſt the calumnies, which a reſt- 
urſed eſ faction does not ceaſe to propagate. @_ 
ber, The affair of the General Warrant, and the 
eral, bens Corpus, is told very unfaithfully, and 
wt 1 58 
don 0 : 8 = | 

nd bit [tis remarkable that France has generally been choſen as 
« of ll jm of yerſecuted merit or genius. One of their beſt au- 


[5 las, De tout tems, les Rois malbeureuæ, et les hommes illi ſtres, 
cif, leur afile en France, parce que de tout tems le Frangois 
la reputation d'᷑tre un peuple douæx, humain ct compatiſjants 
iy retired to France, and during the greateſt part of his 


.evolut Cole to live there, even under Lewis the Fourteenth, who 
-x10ts, entireiy deſtroyed the ſmall remains of liberty in that king- 


i but at laſt, duped by the infidious promiſes of the Eng- 
court, he returned to his native country, and died on a 


] : 
Old. 
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almoſt every particular relative to my bei 
made a priſoner, and ſent to the Tower 9 
the 3oth of April 1763, has been injuriou 
miſrepreſented in ſeveral late publications, 

ſhall therefore ſtate the tranſactions of thi 
memorable day, and J appeal to the minute 
taken at the time for the accuracy of this 
lation, | | | 

On my return from the city early ti 
morning, I met at the end of Great Geo 
ſtreet one of the King's meſſengers. Het 
me that he had a warrant to apprehend m 
which he muſt execute immediately, and 
muſt attend him to lord Halifax's. I def 
to ſee the warrant, He ſaid it was agai 
the authors, printers, and puilifhers of the Ni 
Briton, No. 45, and that his verbal ord 
were to arreſt Mr. Wilkes. I told him! 
warrant did not reſpe&t me. I adviſed 
to be very civil, and to uſe no violence in 
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* ſtreet, for if he attempted force, I would 00d 
him to death in the inſtant, but if he wo Irs, 
come quietly to my houſe, I would convi_® © 
* him of the illegality of the warrant, and 0 fl 
* injuſtice of the orders he had received. ne f 
* choſe to accompany me home, and then] oft 
* duced the General Warrant. I declared e 
£ ſuch a warrant was abſolutely illegal and I in 
in itſelf, that it was aridiculous warrant agi 
the whole Engliſh nation, and I aſked 1 Owir 
| he ſhould ſerve it on me rather than on ent 
& Lord Chancellor, either of the ſecretar Com! 
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* The whole morning paſſed in meſſages ly 
tween lord Halifax and me. The bufine 
of the meſſengers being ſoon publicly known, 
ſeveral of my friends came to me on ſo 0 
traordinary an event. I deſired two or th 
of them to go to the court of Common Plz 
to make affidavit of my being a priſoner i 
my own houſe under an illegal warrant, ani 
to demand the Habeas Corpus. The Chit 
Juſtice gave orders that it ſhould iflue imme 
diately, 
A conſtable came aſterwards with ſever 
aſſiſtants of the meſſengers. TI repeated) 
inſiſted on their all Jeaving me, and dec]are 
I would not ſuffer any one of them to con 
tinue in the room againſt my conſent, for 
knew and would ſupport the rights of a 
Engliſhman in the ſanctuary of his own houk 
J was then threatened with immediate vi 
lence, and a regiment of the guards, if nec 
fary. I ſoon found all reſiſtance would be va 
The conſtable demanded my ſword, and i 
ſifted on my immediately attending the me 
ſengers to. lord Halifax's. I replied, that 
they were not aſſaſſins, they ſhould firſt gi 
me their names in writing. They comple 
with this, and thirteen ſet their hands tot 
paper. I then got into my own chair, ll 
proceeded to lord Halifax's, guarded by 
meſlengers and their aſſiſtants. 
I was conducted into a great apartme 


5 fronting the Park, where lord Halt ; 
— 40 
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rd Egremont, the two ſecretaries of ſtate, 
cre fitting at a table covered with paper, 
ens, and ink. The under ſecretaries ſtood 
car their lordſhips. Mr, Lovel Stanhope, 
ke law-clerk, and Mr, Philip Carteret Webb, 
ke ſolicitor of the treaſury, were the only per- 
ons beſides who atended. Lord Egremont 
ceived me with a ſupercilious, inſolent air; 
ord Halifax with great politeneſs, I was 
ckred to take the chair near their lordſhips, 
hich I did. Lord Halifax then began, that 
e was really concerned that he had been ne- 


20s, 
T N 
and 
Ai 


Une 


Vert 
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Clare 
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for 


ne, that it was exceedingly to be regreted, 
hat a gentleman of my rank and abilities 
ould engage againſt the King, and his Ma- 


at ' rdihip could not be more miſtaken, for the 
: hou ing had not a ſubject more zealouſly at- 
e ug ched to his perſon and government than 
nec yſelf, that I had all my life been a warm 
wy iend of the Houſe of Brunſwick and the 
and M roteſtant ſucceſſion, that while I made the 
ws ueſt profeſſions of duty to the King, I was 
4 * qually free to declare in the fame moment, 
iT 'Y at I believed no Prince had ever the mis- 
wm tune of being ſerved by ſuch ignorant, 
J ? lent, and deſpotic miniſters, of which m 
_ Vp there was a freſh, glaring proof, for I 
4 e brought before their lordſhips by force 
* nder a General Warrant, which named no 
_ h, in violation of the laws of my coun- 


q lo 8 try by 


efitated to proceed in that manner againſt | 


eſty's government,” I replied, “ that his 


Ma 
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cc 


3 


<< try, and of the privileges of Parliament, Mu 
< I begged both their lordſhips to rememhy PII 
my preſent declaration, that on the very Her 
day of the enſuing ſeſſion of Parliament, f 

* would ſtand up in my place and impWha 
them, for the outrage they had commit: 
„in my perſon againſt the liberties of na: 
« people.” Lord Halifax anſwered, « vi v 
„nothing had been done, but by the ano 
of the beſt lawyers, and that it was nil ar 
< his duty to examine me.” He had in ſen 
hand a long lift of queſtions, regularly nuf ou 
© bered:. He began, Mr. Wilkes, do ore 
* know * Mr. Kearfly? When did you e 
* him? &c. &c.” I replied, © that I as 
< pected there was a vain hope my anſſWiie 
would tend rather to what his lordſhip wirds 
to know, that he ſeemed to be loſt in a H we 
«© and intricate path, and really wanted muWuct, 
“ light to guide him through it, but tha hero 
6 could aſſure his lordſhip not a ſingle oſt: 
« ſhould come from me.” Lord Halifax if ſho 
„ turned to the charge, „ Mr. Wilkes, each 
„ you know Mr, Kearfly? &c. &c.“ I ahi, 
That this was a curioſity on his lordſiſtiſon 
e part, which however laudable in the fe in 
6 tary, I did not find myſelf diſpoſed to Me n 
„ tify, and that at the end of my examina *t 
all the quires of paper on their lordli . 
8 BN ema 
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be ſhould be as milk white as at the be- 
inning.” Lord Halifax then “ defired to 
remind me of my being their priſoner, and 
pf their right to examine me.” I anſwered, | 
hat I ſhould imagine their lordſhips* time | 1 
ras too preGious to be trifled away in that 5 
anner, that they might have ſeen before 
would never ſay one word they deſired to 
now;' and I added, “ Indeed, my lords, 
am not made of ſuch flight, flimſy ſtuff;“ 
en turning to lord Egremont, I ſaid, Could 
ſou employ tortures, I would never utter a 
Frord unbecoming my honour, or affecting 
he ſacred confidence of any friend. God 
as given me firmneſs and fidelity. You 
ie away your time moſt egregiouſly, my 
rds.? Lord Halifax then „“ adviſed me 
d weigh well the conſequences of my con- 
uct, and the advantages to myſelf of a ge- 
erous, frank confeſſion.” Tlamented “ the 
roſtitution of the word, generous, to what 
ſhould conſider as an act of the utmoſt 
cchery, cowardice, and wickedneſs,” His 
hip then aſked me, If I choſe to be a 
nſoner in my own houſe, at the Tower, 
in Newgate, for he was diſpoſed to ob- 
ge me.” I gave his lordſhip my thanks, 
t defired to remark, that I never re- 
ved an obligation, but from a friend, that 
demanded juſtice, and my immediate liber- 
; 33 an Engliſhman, who had not offended 
© laws of his country; that as to the reſt, 

Of ny be 
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it was beneath my attention, the odious il 
« of reſtraint was the fame odious idea ey 
«© where; that I would go where pleaſed, i 
if I was reſtrained by a ſuperior force, In 
yield to the violence, but would never gj 
* colour to it by a ſhameful compromiſe; th 
& every thing was indifferent to me in corp 
„ rifon of my honour and my liberty: tha 
„ made my appeal to the laws, and had alred 
« by my friends applied to the Court of Com 
« Pleas for the Habeas Corpus, which the Chi 
& Tuftice had actually ordered to be iſſued, x 
e that I hoped to owe my diſcharge ſolely 
60 my innocence, and to the vigour of the! 
in a free country.“ Lord Halifax then to 
© me, © that I ſhould be ſent to the * Tow 
« where I ſhould be treated in a manner {y 
«© able to my rank, and that he hoped | the M 
% ſengers had behaved well to me,” I. 
0 knowledged c that they had behaved v 
e humanity, and even civility to me, notwit 
<« ſtanding the ruffian orders given them by 
<« lordſhip's colleague.” I then again tu: 
to lord Egremont, and ſaid, “ Your Id 
» ſhip's verbal orders were to drag me out 
« my * bed at midnight, The firſt man, 
e had entered my bed-chamber by force, I f 
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#* Nor Pony t ts, nor walls of beaten braſs, 
Nor airleſs dungeon, nor ſtrong links of iron, 
Can be rgtentive to the ftrength of ſpirit. 
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have laid dead on the ſpot. Probably I 
ſhould have fallen in the ſkirmiſh with the 
others. I thank God, not your lordſhip, 
that ſuch a ſcene of blood has been avoided. 
Your lordſhip is very ready to iſſue orders, 
which you have neither the courage to ſign, 
nor I believe to juſtify.” No reply was 
made to this. The converſation dropped. 
Lord Halifax retired into another apartment. 
Lord Egremont continued ſullen and filent 
about a quarter of an hour, I then made a 
few remarks on ſome capital pictures, which 
were in the room, and his lordſhip left me 
done. | | 
©] was afterwards conducted into another 
apartment. I found there ſeveral of my friends, 


the tools of that adminiſtration, Mr. Philip 
Carteret Webb. He confirmed to me, that I 
was to be carried to the Tower, and “ wiſhed 
to know if I had any favours to aſk,” I re- 
plied, “ that I was uſed to confer, not to 
receive, favours, that I was ſuperior to the 


al I would ſay to him was, if my valet de 
chambre was allowed to attend me in the 
Tower, I ſhould be ſhaved and have a clean 
lnirt; if he was not, I ſhould have a long 
beard, and dirty linen,” Mr. Webb aid, 
that orders would be given for his admiſſion 
at the Tower,” I complained of the ſhame- 


in argument with the moſt infamous of all 


receiving any, even from his maſters, that 
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(i | 
Wo himſelf, with equal diſgrace and inſuffici- 
ncy to the public. I find in the twenty- 


Commons, juſt publiſhed, page 721. Jo- 
is 19 die Januarii, 1764, Mr. Speaker ac- 
zuainted the Houſe, that he, upon Tueſday 
aft, received a letter by the general poſt 
from Mr. Wilkes, dated Paris the 11th in- 
tant, incloſing a paper in the French lan- 
zuage, purporting to be a certificate of one 
ff the French King's phyſicians, and of a ſur- 
eon of the ſaid King's army, relating to the 
tate of Mr. Wilkes's health, ſubſcribed with 
wo names, but not authenticated before a 
otary public, nor the ſignature thereof veri- 


w the letter and certificate, The inſinuation 


ter. It is certain that the certificate was 
all the zual forms, yet though the affair 
s determined with reſpect to me, and I was 
lecently expelled the Houſe of Commons on 
ſion e fame day, without any time being allowed 
other proof, a regard to truth, and my 
1 honour, made me give the moſt compleat 


ndoned Majority. I ſent a ſecond certi- 
þt in the unuſual form they had preſcribed 


ned by the Engliſh ambaſſador. I wrote 
S 2 «© likewiſe 


e office he bears, with the utmoſt diſcredit” 


inth volume of the Journals of the Houſe 


ed in any manner whatſoever.” Then fol- 


too plain to be overlooked, too falſe to be 
given. The fignature was verified by my 


lwer to this wretched ſubterfuge of the 


mſelyes, atteſted by two notaries, and con- 
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© likewiſe again to the Speaker on the th 


February following, but neither the ſecap * 
letter, certificate, or atteſtation, is to be ois 
< in the Journals, as they ought in juſtice. 
my character. I have, however, my lll: 
< taken care that they ſhould be publiſhed, i, 
© in a free government like our's, I will Mein 
< deavour through my life to emulate the ſpl. 
© of antient Rome, provoco ad populum; Mum 
© while the people do not condemn me, ant 
perhaps in this, I ſhall moſt certainly in he. 
© ſucceeding age, riſe ſuperior to any party Malo 
© bal, or court faction. This ſtep covered ¶ ion 
< enemies with confuſion, but was of nofi rary 
< ther ſervice to me. The party war againſt Me“ 
© ceaſed of courſe in the Houſe of Commons, Mf th 
© flamed with equal fury in Meſtminſter Hon. 
< and was attended with every circumſtance T. 
revenge and cruelty, which the ingenious Wliprc 
© of a Mansfield could deviſe to gratify the Mord! 
© lice of a bad heart. 


Ir p 
In the ſame volume of the Journals, ae 


6723, I find that I am voted guilty of wal was 
© ING and PUBLISHING the paper intituled, Near! 
North Briton, No. 45,” and that ſh ret 
< witneſſes were examined as to thoſe two fi oſt. 
There is not however in the Journals a fuld 
word of the evidence they gave, and it 1s 
© known that not one of them did, or C0 
« fay any thing relative to the authorſhip. 3 
evidence of the publication was exceed, d 
ſlight, but the willingneſs of the judges lite 
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ample amends for the deficiency of the wit- 
nefles, who were not upon oath. The admi- 
niſtration did not chuſe to riſk either of theſe 
harges againſt me even in the court of King's 
Bench, and I was only tried for a re-publica- 
ion. I will never bluſh at the imputation of 


pi nat truth is reſpected in every line. One cir- 
umſtance will ſoon fully appear to the indig- 
| "Want public. I mean the large * debt on 


ee 


ty Malous purchaſe of a parliamentary approba- 
red ion of the late ignominious peace, the arbi- 
no Mrary Exciſe, and other ruinous meaſures of 
nk e Scottiſh miniſter. But J leave the affair 


ns, | 
V H 
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f the Civil Lift to a future exact diſcuſ- 
10n, DO | | | 


iſprove, reſpects the actions at law againſt 
ord Halifax. It is faid that I have neglected, 
Ir purpoſely diſcontinued them, ſince my 
xile, The imputation is totally groundleſs. 
was ſo ill at Paris in the beginning of the 
fear 1764, that it was impoſſible for me then 
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ould be carried on with vigour, and in fact 


— 


Above half a million was voted on this account in March 


2 a direct refuſal made to inquire into the cauſes of the 


K 3 6 there 


ing the au!hor of that paper, becauſe I know 


he Civil Liſt, contracted chiefly by the ſcan- 


The laſt calumny, my lord, which I ſhall 


0 return to England alive, but I gave the 
poſt expreſs orders that the law proceedings 
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there was not a moment's delay. When 1 
wound began to heal in the ſpring, I was 
ſuaded by all my friends from returning ty 
country, where the ſame adminiſtration, whi 
had illegally ſeized my perſon, plundered ! 
houſe, corrupted the fidelity of my ſervaiff 
and by the wicked arts of an arbitrary jud 
who cauſed the records to be falſified, had] 
obtained two verdicts againſt me, were | 
in full power. I yielded to theſe rea{ 
becauſe * propter eorum ſcelus, nihil mihi in 
meas parietes tutum, nibil inſidiis, vacuums 
derem. Lord Halifax for near two years aui 
himſelf of every advantage, which privik 
and the chicane of Jaw could furniſh, | 
never entered any appearance to a court 
juſtice, and the Common Pleas had, Hare. 
as they could, puniſhed ſuch an open d 
tempt, ſuch a daring proof that admini 
tion would not ſubmit to the /aw of the | 
and had endeayoured to compel his lord 
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* Theſe words the great Roman orator uſes concernin! 
own unfortunate condition. After his return to England, 
Wilkes might have applied to himſelf the reſt of the gil 
in reditu meo nibilo meliores res domeſticas, quam rempublican 
diſſem—novarum me neceſſitudinum fidelitate contra veterun 
diam muniendum putavi. The experience of every man, 
Vas drunk deep of the bitter cup of adverſity, has been, | 
meve, much the ſame in all ages. The treachery of the 


and the baſeneſs of the degenerate herd of ſelfiſh and intent the 
friends, fill moſt of our books. The world has never been ö 
out the Clodius and the Grafton, no more than the ſerpent u un. 


viper. 


to the Duke of Grafton. 151 


to appear. Towards the end of 1764 J 
was outlawed *, The proceedings continued 
zoainſt his lordſhip till that hour. He then 
appeared, and his ſingle plea was, that as an 
iitlaw, 1 could not hold any action. No other 


vie 


d 


ru eſence was made againſt the heinous charge 
uf having in my perſon violated the rights of 
be people. „ ; 

re M 1 felt this, my lord, as the moſt cruel 


ealo 
i in 
um 
E 
rivik 
ſh, | 
Out 
, 
en C 
mini 
the l 
lord 


froke, which fortune had given me. Juſ- 
ice had at length overtaken inany of the in- 
ferior criminals, but my ontlawry prevented 
my puniſhing the great, the capital offender, 
hen after all his ſubterfuges he was almoſt 
thin my reach. I pleaſe myſelf however 
ith the reflexion, that no miniſter has ſince 
dared to iſſue a General Warrant, nor to ſign 
n order for the Seizure of Papers. In the 
ne the perſonal liberty of every ſubject is 
mmediately concerned, On the other may 
epend not only his own ſafety and property, 
but what will come ſtill more home to a man 
df honour, the ſecurity, the happineſs of 
hoſe, with whom he is moſt intimately con- 
ected, their fortunes, their future views, 


ncernine 
*ngland, 
F the pal 
ublican' 
aeterum } 
7 man, 
$ been, | 
of the 
and inte! 
yer been! 
ſerpent and 
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This oulazury was not declared illegal till June 1768. 
en Mr. Wilkes received abroad the news of his being cut- 
, he was not dejected, but gave immediate orders to at- 
pt the reverſal of all the proceedings, and concluded in the 


aſcijcendum fuiſſe. 8 
K 4 


& of Tully, Per ficiam profetto, ut me non mod) non ſegregan- 
4 Cum m civis, @ numero civium, verum etiam fi non eſſem, Pu- 


perhaps 
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perhaps ſecrets, the diſcovery of which Mau 
drive the coldeſt ſtoic to deſpair, their Mon- 
exiſtence poſſibly, all that is important in or 
public walk of life, all that is dear and ver 
cred in friendſhip and in love. I was vil} 1 
laj! oppreſſed, but I was the ft man, wh 
had the courage to carry through a juſt 
ſiſtance to theſe acts of deſpotiſm. The op 
nions of our ſovereign courts of juſtice ; 
now known and eſtabliſhed. I rejoice th 
ſeveral others, who ſuftered * before m 
have made their appeal to the laws, and d 
tained redreſs. I hope the iron rod of m 
niſterial oppreſſion is at length broken, a 
that I am the laſt victim of violence and . 
elty. I ſaall not then regret all the facrinoM n:77 
I have made, and my mind ſhall feaſt i can. 
with the recollection in the unjuſt exile 14M: / 
doomed to ſuffer from my friends and my E 
tive land, WD ; ER ſerd 
J will now, my lord, only add, how 
unfaſhionable ſuch a declaration may be, t 
conſiſtency ſhall never depart from my MU. 
racter, that to the laſt moment 1 will plMriitr 
ſerve the ſame fixed and unconquerable Mr ye 
tred to the enemies of our happy iſland, ne 


Ga N . 1B 


ſame warm attachment to the friends and 


* The reverend Mr, John Entick, Mr. Arthur Peardnl 
and others, were apprehended on account of the Monit 
1762, but did not bring their actions againſt the Secretae 
State, or the Meſſengers, till 1764. 


6 (1 


po 


T0 the Duke of Grafton. 453 


auſe of liberty, that I keep a ſteady and a 
onging eye on England, that my endeavours 
or the good and ſervice of my country by 
very method left me, ſhall have a period on- 
y with my life, and that although I do not 
ean to lay any future claim to your grace's 
avour, I will take care to ſecure your efs 
teem. 
« ] am, my lord, 

© Your erace's moſt ohedient, 

and very humble ſervant, 


« JOHN WILKES. 


« Grotias tibi, Deus optume, maxume, cujus 
nutu et imperio nata eft et autta res Angli- 
cana, lubens lætuſque ago, libertate publica 
in hanc diem et horam, per manus, quod vo- 
luiſti, meas, ſervata, eandem et in æternum 


ſeroa, fove, protege propitiate, ſupplex oro.“ 


Mr, Wilkes having continued in exile from 
nitmas 1763, to March 1768, (upwards of 
r years) returns to his native country. 

Tne firſt ſtep was to obtain a pardon, and 


was taught now to regard as his bittereſt 
my, he immediately addreſſed the following 
er, filled with profeſſions of the utmoſt duty 
beck, to his Soyereign, though without 


ſucceſs: 
9 


Peardm 
Monitor 
ecretane 


va 


thout any ſolicitations to the miniſter, whom 
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154 Mr. Wilkes petitions the King 
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| | it 
To his Moſt Sacred Majeſty Kinz Hand 
COQEOUORGE. $4 
r 
© I beg thus to throw myſelf at your \, 
« jeſty's feet, and ſupplicate the mercy u 
© clemency which ſhine with ſuch luſtre anofMOn 
© your princely virtues, | eve 
Some former Miniſters, whom your Mills, t 
jeſty, in condeſcenſion to the wiſhes of Lor 
people, thought proper to remove, emp the 
every wicked and deceitful act to oppreſs yalliſ he 
ſubject, and to avenge their own perioich_ 
cauſe on him, whom they imagined to be ple, 
principal author of bringing to public n cr 
their ignorance, inſufficiency, and treache | 
to your Majeſty and the nation. 
© I have been the innocent and unhaniMY; 7 
victim of revenge. I was forced by their 
Juſtice and violence into exile, which | hai « 
never ceaſed to conſider, for many years, In 
the moſt cruel oppreſſion ; becauſe I coſe; 
no longer be under the benign influence ¶ can. 
your Majeſty in the land of liberty. t the 
With a heart full of zeal for the ſervice Wfetio 
< your Majeſty and my country, I 1mploM:{c: 
Sire, your clemency. My only hopes of pl ho 
don are founded in the great goodneſs and Hur 
* nevolence of your Majeſty ; and every dir 
. 


freedom you may be graciouſly pleaſed to! 
1 Ye 1 


for his Pardon. 155 


mit me the enjoyment of, in my dear native 


ment toy your ſervice. 


March 4, 1768. 
* JOHN WILE Es. 


On the 11th of March, to the aſtoniſhment 
every one, appeared in all the morning pa- 


r Ms, the following ſpirited addreſs to the livery 
f London ; this was a puſh which required 
po the art and power of the miniſtry to parry, 
s Je had there been time for that influence, 
erioWhich now began to ſpread amongſt all ranks of 
be Hple, it is thought the attempt would hav 

c n crowned with ſucceſs. _ 


cache 


nhap 
heir! 


6 the worthy Iiverymen of the city of London, 


| hall © Gentlemen, and Fellow Citizens, 

ears, In deference to the opinion of ſome very 
| collcſhcQable friends, I preſume to offer myſelf 
ence 


the enſuing general election. The appro- 


rvice ation you have been pleaſed on ſeveral oc- 
1mplo:ſions to expreſs of my conduct, induces me. - 
8 a hope that the Addreſs I have now the ho- 

; andl 


dur of making to you will not be unfavour- 
di received. 
d to 


6 | 


c The 


land, {hall give proofs of my zeal and attach- 


candidate for my native city of LONDON, 
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156 Ar. Wilkes's Addreſs 
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none of my countrymen in this noble el 


of a good ſubject. 


Liberty, reſpecting General Warrants 


tional cauſe of Liberty, and the world wil 
call of freedom and our country. 
- which I now ſolicit, ſtrike me very f 


tereſts, and affection for your ſervice, 
conſcious how unequal my abilities my 


© The chief merit, with you, Gentleny 
I know to be a See love of liberty, 
of thoſe generous principles, wh.ch at fi 
gave, and have ſince iecured this nation, f 
Great Charter of Freedom. I will viel 


which has always characteriſed Engliſhnq 
I may appeal to my whole ee, boch 
and out of Parliament, for the demonſtrai 
that ſuch principles are decp] rooted inn 
heart, and that I have ſteadily purſued thei 
tervits of my country, without regard to 
powerful enemies I created, or the manik 
dangers in which I muſt thence neceſlarily! 


involved, and that I have fulfilled the dui 
The two important queſtions of pull 
Seizure of Papers, may perhaps place 1 
among thoſe who have deſerved well of mi 
kind, by an undaunted firmneſs, perfeveran 
and probity : theſe are the virtues which y 
anceſtors never failed to exert in the ſame! 
renewed in their deſcendants on every gt 


The nature and dignity of the truſt, gent 


cibly, I feel the warmeſt zeal for your | 


ae and "OY. ſhall in fome meaſ 


* (0 


to the Liverymen of London. 15% 


Wompenſate that deficiency, and I will en- 
eavour through life, to merit the continu- 
nce of your approbation, the molt precious 
ward to which I aſpire, If I am honoured 
ith ſo near a relation to you, it will be 
ambition to dedicate myſelf to your ſer- 
ice, and to diſcharge with ſpirit and aſſidui- 
, the various and important duties of the 
iſtinguiſned ſtation in which I may be placed, 
the favour of you, Gentlemen, the Livery 
LONDON. 
] am, with the utmoſt reſpect, 

CGEN TIT LEME Ny 

© Your moſt faithful and obedient 
Humble ſervant, 

ondon, 


ich 10, 1768. JOHN WILKE S. 
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n the 16th of March the election for the 


of London came on at Guildhall, when 


* majority of hands was declared to be for the 
ame Mt honourable the lord mayor, Sir Robert 
will oke, William Beckford, eſq; and John 
-ry of les, eſq; the ſheriffs being at firſt doubtful, 


ther the lord mayor, Sir Richard Glyn, 


ow Trecothick, eſq; or John Paterſon, eſq; 


„ gen 
ki be greateſt ſhew of hands, thoſe four were 
your ay” acain ; when the majority appeared to be 
e. Io of the lord mayor; but a poll was de- 


(ed for Sir Richard Glyn, Barlow Treco- 
,, eq; and John Paterſon, eſq; all the can- 
„ didates 
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158 Mr. Wilkes's Speech to the Livery, 


didates appeared on the huſtings. Previow 
the nomination, Mr. Wilkes made the folloy 
ing ſpeech to the livery : 1 


Gentlemen, | 8 
I am happy to find myſelf once ny 
amongſt the friends and patrons of Libey 
This day makes me glorious amends fort 
rigor of a long unmerited exile ; in whi 
the only conſolation remaining to me w 
that from my ſufferings you had an unint 
rupted enjoyment of your moſt invalu 
rights and privileges: ſince the exertia 
my firmneſs in an important moment, no 
niſter has once dared to iſſue a general wart 
againſt your perſons, or to ſign an order. 
the ſeizure of your papers; and I truſt f 
ſuch deſpotiſm will never be again exctel 
over the free ſubjects of this country, 
© I ſtand here, gentlemen, a private 


unconnected with the great, and unſuppor W 
by any party. I have no ſupport but yu” © 
wiſh no other ſupport : I can have none n 
certain, none more honourable, If I i nath 
the happineſs, gentleen, of being retu *h 
to parliament by your favour, I ſhall bere ord, 
to pay the greateſt deference to the ſentimt and 
of my conſtituents on every occaſion, | 5 
ſhall dedicate myſelf to their ſervice, by} #4 | 
moting to the utmoſt of my abilities the C 1 
and commerce of this great metropolis Ie 
) 


which alone it can maintain the firſt ral 


Conduct of the Candidates conſidered. 159 


ow enjoys, and I hope, with its liberties, 
jill ever enjoy.“ | 


ſr, Wilkes waited on the chamberlain, at 

houſe, on the evening before the election, 
took up his freedom of the city, and livery 
he joiners company : and the next morning 
ut nine o'clock went to Guildhall, and was 
he council chamber ſome time ; from whence 
broceeded, with the reſt of the candidates, 
he huſtings, and was received by the people 
loud acclamations, which were repeated 
5 on as he had ended his Addreſs to the livery, 
1 on his being returned one of the repreſen- 

es. 


ll here was as full a hall as ever known upon 
iy like occaſion, _ VP 
a ter the declaration of the ſheriffs, that the 
rity of hands had evidently appeared for Sir 
ert Ladbroke, William Beckford, eſq; and 
Wilkes, eſq; and upon the ſecond hold- 
up of hands, to determine which of the 
candidates had likewiſe a majority, it was 
gth declared in favour of the lord mayor, 
Lobert Ladbroke, the lord mayor, and Mr. 
ford, conſulted together; Sir Robert Lad- 
and Mr, Beckford were of opinion, that 
t addreſs ſhould be made to the livery, as 
, by the four candidates, ſo ncminated and 
ned to the hall. "This was refuted by the 
Mayor,—— Query, was tie reaſon of this 
ul, his having burnt his on fingers, as 
| well 
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160 State of the Poll ys Day at Guia 


| day. 


Harley - 64562 


Beckford 50449 


- 3 50324 400 2741299 2440180 
Wilkes [ 260143 2530154257 2130198 5 


as follows: 


K M K na ae 


well as the North Briton, No. 45, or the} 
fluence of his miniſterial contract for the cj 
ing ſeveral regiments ? 


The following is the ate of the poll 


Wed. Th, Frid. Sat. Mon, Tu. Wel. 1 
890|566[660{591]396|x1 
7961505 0471553 44300 
7534826145832 
Trecothick 600446528 438478 514 3030 
Glyn - = [57/429,611 39134435 300 


Ladbroke- 81563 


At the concluſion, which was on Wa 
day March 23, Mr. Wilkes addreſſed the! 


Gentlemen and Fellow- Citizens, 
The poll being finiſned, I return ny 
cereſt thanks to thoſe diſintereſted and Hur m 
pendent friends, who have ſteadily and 
rouſly ſtood forth in my favour. The 
of ſucceſs, out of our power to com 
has not in the leaſt abated my zeal for 
ſervice. You cannot be unacquainted 
the various circumſtances which have 
* buted to it. My friends were of opinio 
91 ſhould wait the diffolution of the laſt 


3 


Mr. Wilkes's Addreſs to the Livery, t6t 


nd venal parliament, while the other candi- 
ates had been for many months ſoliciting 
aur intereſt. Miniſterial influence, aſſiſted 
private malice, has been exerted in the 
oft arbitrary and unconſtitutional manner, 
d by means of the baſeſt chicanery and op- 
reſſion. | oy 
But though diſappointed, I am not in 
e leaſt diſpirited: on the contrary, I re- 
ect with pride and gratitude on the many 
ſtances of regard and affection I have re- 
ved from the livery of London, 
beg leave to make my beſt acknowledg- 
ents to the ſheriffs, who have ſhewn the 
moſt candour and impartiality during the 
ection, accompanied with a dignity of cha- 
Ger becoming their ſtation in this great me- 
opolis. „ „ 1 8g 
And now, gentlemen, permit me to addreſs 
du as friends to liberty, and freeholders of 
e county of Middleſex; declaring my in- 
| ntion of appearing as a candidate to repre- 
n mt you in Parliament, and ſtill hoping, by 
ur means, to have the honour of being uſe- 
| to you in the Britiſh ſenate. 
Gentlemen of the livery, I recommend it 
you in the ſtrongeſt manner, to exert 
urſelves to preſerve the peace and quiet of 


1ainteis great city.” 
have e Fas 25 „ 
opinie day the following advertiſement ap- 


Mend, Vor. .. * 5 * | To 


3 


16 2 Mr. — ſecond did to the Lin 


T To the worthy liverymen of the city of 
London. 


Gentlemen and brother-liverymen, 

© The honour done me by the nominaty 

* of the common-hall, though ineffectual, fi 
the oppreſſive means made uſe of during 
© poll, calls for my ſincereſt and os 

< knowledgments. I am ſenſible that I halt 

© hearts of many, who could not give met 
hands, but I truſt from the ſpirited cond 

© of thoſe liverymen whoſe votes were engy 
before my intention was known, that If 
© be honoured on any future occaſion with! 

. © the heart and hand of every friend of lik 
* and our country. 


I am, 
With the ſincereſt attachment, 
© GENTLEMEN, 


« Your moſt obli ged 0 the 
ge c humble fervant, 


' Wedneſday night, | 4 Sk bo Ge 

March 23. 9 JOHN WILKIE Hai, 
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he laft day Jut one of the poll for the city, Mr. 
Wilkes ſent the following letter to Mr. Nut- 
hall, Solicitor of the T1 8 


London, March 22, 1768. 
8 I RN, 


n the beginning of the enſuing term J ſhall 
reſent myſelf to the court of King” s Bench. 
pledge my honour as a gentleman, that on 


onal appearance. 
J am, Sir, 
© Your moſt humble fervant, 


« JOHN WILKES. 


he day after the poll for the city of London 
cloſed, appeared the following addreſs, 


county of Middleſex, 


Gentlemen, 
Having ever gloriouſly diſtinguiſhed your- 


[Lk 
achments of arbitrary power, deſpiſing mi- 


ul privileges of free-born ſubjects i in a fand 


Letter from Mr. * to Ar. Nuthall. 16 3 


I take the liberty of acquainting vou, that 


he very firſt day I will there make my per- 


a the - dw clergy, and freebolider s 1 the 


hes as Engliſhmen, by preventing the en- 


ſerial influence, and maintaining the rights 


1 © of 
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© of liberty, I beg leave to offer myſelf aq 
_ © didate to repreſent you in the enſuing paly 


that I ſhall, on this and every other occah 


' Wedneſday night, © JOHN WILKI 
vately thither on the preceding evening, al 


George Cooke, eſq; did not appear til 


calling out for the poll; and Mr, Wil 


— „ — — = 
_ elk. 4, <2 — . 2 a — — — — . r — 
- * 8 N * 8 1 RES * — — — — — 
w — . * — — * * rr y C 7 : * 7 — * i LY * 2 * 
— — - * — 2 — r? 2 2 4 3 CO OT r —— — had, 8 — * 8 7 xy — K — |; 
— > = _ . Z E : a = » N - — — — — = - — £ 8 n en. - oe — — 
— Fan 0 — — — — 7 5 = : 7 - — . —— - ** - 4 — - - > ——_— — = 2 5 — £ 2 4 — ——— 8 — - 
. rr — * 7 . — — 5 - — EE * 3 _ Ts f — — 2 io > ws * D — 7 = 8 
_ — ; n > = wn e 2 2. — — — - = y * — — woo — * . * * 5 
. ne = c — ER 2 n — 7 ewes? _ 8 22 2 - — ny DP * — - — - - : ; — 
; a o 
» 


164 Mr. Wilkes's Addreſs ts the Freeholders, i 


ment, and to give you the ſtrongeſt afſurny 


« exert that inflexible ſteadineſs and undaunt 
« perſeverance, in the beſt of cauſes, whid 
© truſt have hitherto recommended my condi 
© and will ever conſtitute the moſt eflentialy 
© of my character. „ 
< I am, Gentlemen, 

© With the trueſt eſteem and regard, 

© Your moſt devoted, 8 

and moſt obedient humble ſer 


On Monday, March the 28th, the ele 
came on at Brentford, Mr, Wilkes went 


nine o'clock next morning appeared on the! 
tings, which were erected in the middle 
place called Brentford Butts. The fht 
came about ten o'clock, but the other c 
dates, Sir William Beauchamp Proctor, 


one. 5 | 
The freeholders were frequently impat 
often addreſſed himſelf to the public, requt 
their patience until the appearance of a 

3 n 5 caudi 


conduct of the Candidates and Sheriffs. 165 


ndidates. The poll-books were opened half 
one, from which time the books were full 

ployed until near five o'clock, when the free- 
ders flackened : and at half an hour after 
e, no freeholders offering to poll, it was pro- 
{ed to cloſe the books at fix o'clock ; at the 
ne time the ſheriffs ſent to Mr, Cooke, at a 
uſe contiguous, for his concurrence ;z no an- 
er being received, four other meſlages were 
t, one after another, without any anſwer, 
til paſt ſeven o'clock, when the ſheriffs were 
ormed Mr. Cooke was gone for London. 
e ſheriffs then went round to every book, 
| finding no perſon polling, made a procla- 
tion for freeholders to come and poll, or that 
; books would be cloſed, After waiting 
ne time, and three ſeveral proclamations, 
hout any freeholders appearing to poll, the 
ks were ſealed up, when the ſheriffs ad- 
med until Tueſday morning at nine o'clock, 
caſt up the books, and make their return; 
en the numbers were, rs 


Wilkes, — — Woe 1292 
Cooke, - — $29 


* 


William Beauchamp Proctor 807 
en the two former were declared duly elected. 


he croud was greater than ever known on 
like occaſion, yet the whole poll was con- 
Kd with the greateſt regularity and order; 

3 there 
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of liberty, I beg leave to offer myſelf a c 
didate to repreſent you in the enſuing par 
ment, and to give you the ſtrongeſt afſurang 
that I ſhall, on this and every other occaſui 
exert that inflexible ſteadineſs and undaunt 
« perſeverance, in the beſt of cauſes, which 
© truſt have hitherto recommended my condif 
© and will ever conſtitute the moſt eſſential z 
of my character. py 
© I am, Gentlemen, 
© With the trueſt eſteem and regard, 
< Your moſt devoted, 
© and moſt obedient humble ery 


Wedneſday nicht, JOHN WILK 
March 23. 2 


a aA W @& 


On Monday, March the 28th, the eled 
came on at Brentford, Mr, Wilkes went! 
vately thither on the preceding evening, al 
nine o'clock next morning appeared on thel 
tings, which were erected in the middle 
place called Brentford Butts. The ft 
came about ten o'clock, but the other cal 
dates, Sir William Beauchamp Proctor, 
George Cooke, eſq; did not appear til 
one. 
The freeholders were frequently impit 
calling out for the poll; and Mr. Wil 
often addreſſed himſelf to the public, requi 
their patience until the appearance of al 
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ndidates. The poll-books were opened half 
| one, from which time the books were fully 
ployed until near five o'clock, when the free- 
ders flackened : and at half an hour after 
ſe, no freeholders offering to poll, it was pro- 
{cd to cloſe the books at fix o'clock; at the 
e time the ſheriffs ſent to Mr. Cooke, at a 
uſe contiguous, for his concurrence; no an- 
er being received, four other meſſages were 
it, one after another, without any anſwer, 
til paſt ſeven o'clock, when the ſheriffs were 
ormed Mr. Cooke was gone for London. 
he ſheriff's then went round to every book, 
| finding no perſon polling, made a procla- 
ation for freeholders to come and poll, or that 
e books would be cloſed. After waiting 
e time, and three ſeveral proclamations, 
thout any freeholders appearing to poll, the 
ks were ſealed up, when the ſheriffs ad- 
rent raed until Tueſday morning at nine o'clock, 

caſt up the books, and make their return; 
then en the numbers were, | 


Ee, 
er . Cooke, = — 3 . $29 
Qor, William Beauchamp Proctor = - 807 


len the two former were declared duly elected. 


Wikgzerbe croud was greater than ever known on 
requeſſh like occaſion, yet the whole poll was con- 
& with the greateſt regularity and order ; 
n there 


there was not the leaſt inſult or violence offen 
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to any of the electors that polled for either yy 


ty; and it ie very remarkable, that, during wil ; 
time of, polling, not one frecholder preſent wif ; 
in the leaſt intoxicated with liquor. 
The town of Brentford was immediately lui, 
minated : and the people, on their return thi 21 
evening to London, obliged the inhabitant d Dr 
London and Weſtminſter to illuminate allo, of 
It being late in the evening, and moſt of tr 
families retired to bed, ſeveral irregular; 
were committed by the mob, ſuch as break g 
windows, &c. where candles were not in ti. 


diately lighted, particularly at the earl of But! 
the Manſion-houſe, &c. however, the n 
evening, the 29th, there was a general ill 
nation throughout London and Weſtminſte, 


The following is Mr. Wilkes's addre 
thanks on being elected and declared a men 
for the county of Middleſex, 


To the gentlemen, clergy, and freeholders of 
| county of Middleſex, 


Gentlemen 

_ © Moſt gratefully ſenſible of thoſe gene 

and patriotic principles which have indu 
vou to elect me your repreſentative in pi 
© ment, I intreat you to accept of my 
© endeavours to expreſs the joy which in 


to the Freeholders of Middleſex. 167 


me on ſo intereſting, ſo affecting an occaſion. 
The perſonal regard you have ſhewn me, in- 
deed, confers on me an obligation, the due 
ſenſe of which I too cordially feel to find 
words to deſcribe. I cannot, however, for- 
bear congratulating you, as the moſt diſtin- 
guiſhed of Englifhmen, on the honourable 
proof you have given, that the genuine ſpirit 
of independency, the true love of our .coun- | 
try (for which the county of Middleſex has, 
for ages, been ſo eminently conſpicuous) {till 
glow in your breaſts with unremitting ardour, 
fill ſhine forth with undiminiſhed luſtre. Let 
them call their PUSILLANIMITY prudence, 
e vile they ignominiouſly kiſs the rod.of power, 
and tamely ſtoop to the yoke, which artful 
miniſters inſidiouſly prepare, and arbitrarily 
impoſe, You, Gentlemen, have ſhewn, that 
you are neither to be deceived nor enflaved. 

mem In proving yourſelves enemies to miniſterial 

perſecution, the eyes of the whole kingdom, 
of the whole world, are upon you, as the firſt 
and firmeft defenders of public liberty. Happy 
mall I think myſelf, if, fired by your ex- 
ample, the efforts of my warmeſt zeal may be 
peemed an adequate return for the favours 
ſou have beſtowed on me; but however in- 
cient my abilities, my will to ſerve you is 
ndounded as it is unalterable. Engaged as 
| have long been in the glorious cauſe of 
reedom, I beg you to conſider my paſt con- 
uit as an carneſt of the future, and to look 
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on me as a man, whoſe primary view per 

© ever regard the rights and privileges dec 

| fellow countrymen in general, and hof th 

i © condary views ſhall be attentively fixed on (iſe c: 

bY. * dignity, advantage, and proſperity of the c ed. 

Wi ty of Middleſex. Let me therefore deſire ral 

wH © you, gentlemen, to favour me from time Wſcaſi 

= time, with ſuch inſtructions as may bel the 

1448 able me to accompliſh thoſe ends; reli: 

4 * aflured of always finding me devoted tober, 
i | < ſervice, and that the happieſt moments 
l { my life will be thoſe in which I am enyly 

#8 © in maintaining the civil and religious rl / 

11 of Engliſhmen, and in promoting the ina te- 

bi! «© of my conſtituents, 1 | befors 

18 c 12 with the trueſt reſpect, f A 

1 SGentlemen, your obliged, lere 

and faithful humble ſeryant, 8 

| 2 0 

_ © Tueſday, ys Ace 

March 29. JOHN WILIA the 

| izn 

= ” od 

Among the many cruel and oppreſſue nl Iv 

ſures of this adminiſtration againſt Mr. WIe i 

the following ought to be noticed, When ton. 

Wilkes dined with his friends, on the 10! * !u 

April laſt, at the King's Arms Tavern,W 4s t 

Cornhill, he was ſerved, in the midſt of H No 

by an agent of the ſecretary of the Tate! 

with an exchequer writ and bill of diſcoſ an 

ppon information, conſiſting of many ſh} 1 


4 5 


1 W , 465 


per, in order to diſcover and ſeize all his 
eas under the outlawry, as being forfeited 
the crown, although the writs of error in 
e caſe of the outlawwry had been actually al- 
ed. The outlawry has ſince been declared 


raaſury had ſucceeded in their attempt of ſeiz- 
> the effects of Mr. Wilkes, under that illegal 
ury, would it not have been a downright 


„ 


conſequence of the promiſe contained in the 
iter to Mr. Nuthall, Mr. Wilkes appeared 
before the Court of King's Bench, on the 20th 


lere delivered the following Speech, 
My Lords, 
K 


the public, I now appear before this ſove- 
gn court of juſtice, to ſubmit myſelf in 
ery thing to the laws of my country. 
Two verdicts have been found againſt me. 
ne is for the re- publication of the North 


ton, No, 45, the other for the publication 


ive 
Wil 
Then 


e 10008 * ludicrous poem. 

aver 45 to the re-publication of that number of 
of Me North Briton, I cannot yet ſee that there 
Tri be ſmalleſt degree of guilt, I have often 


dico and examined with care that famous pa- 
y ſhell 


pa * OR 


wal from the beginning. Query, If the 


F April 1768, the firſt day of Term, and 


According to the voluntary promiſe I made 


, | know that it is in every part founded 
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170 Mr. Wilkes's Speech 
on the ſtrongeſt evidence of facts. I find iti 
of duty and reſpect to the perſon of the K 
although it arraigns, in the ſevereſt mam 
the conduct of his Majeſty's then miniſtl 
and brings very heavy charges home to tha 

I am perſuaded they were well ground 
becauſe every one of thoſe miniſters has ſu 
been removed. No one inſtance of falſhy 
has yet been pointed out in that -preteni 
libel, nor was the word fa? in the infor 
tion before this court. am therefore p 
fectly eaſy under every imputation reſpedy 

a paper, in which truth has guided they 
of the writer, whoever he was, in every lin 
line, and it is this circumſtance which! 
drawn on me, as the ſuppoſed author, 

the cruelties of miniſterial vengeance. 
As to the other charge againſt me for 

| © publication of a poem, which has given 
© offence, I will aſſert, that ſuch an idea nt 
entered my mind, I bluſh again at the r 

© lection that it has been at any time, an 

© any way, brought to the public eye, 
drawn from the obſcurity in which | 

© mained under my roof. Twelve copk 

© a ſmall part of it had been printed i 

© houſe at my own private preſs. I had 
fully locked them up, and I never gave dl 

© the moſt intimate friend. Government, 
the affair of the North Briton, bribed 0 

© my ſervants to rob me of the copy, 

| 5s was produced in the Houſe of ; P " It 20th 

| | aftel 
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before the Court of King's Bench. nt 


ffterwards before this honourable court. The 
ation was juſtly offended, but not with me, 
or it was evident that I had not been guilty 
ff the leaſt offence to the public, I pray 
od to forgive, as I do, the jury, who have 


al 
ng | 
ner 


tell 


" ound me guilty of publiſhing a poem I con- 
(o&caled with care, and which is not even yet 
Uu ubliſhed, if any preciſe meaning can be af- 


ed to any word in our language. 

But, my lords, neither of the two verdicts 
ould have been found againſt me, if the 
ecords had not been materially altered with- 


tend 
form 
re N 


dec 
te ut my conſent, and, as I am informed, con- 
1 ini to law. On the evening only before the 
ich trials, lord chief juſtice Mansfield cauſed 


e records to be altered at his own houſe, 


hor, gainſt the conſent of my ſolicitor, and with- 


e fat my knowledge; for a dangerous illneſs, 
70 ling from an affair of honour, detained me 
dea M that time abroad x. The alterations were 
the rl of 


e, ak 
eye 
ich |t 


—_ 2 
n 


The fact reſpecting the alteration of the record in the 
of the North Briton is tated in the following manner in 


cop ſtory of the Minority, page 265, © When this cauſe ſtood 
ted u for trial, Francis Barlow of the crown-office received di- 
| had ON” from Mr. Wallace or Mr. Webb, to apply to a judge 
J the information againſt Mr. Wilkes amended, by flrik- 
gave u the word (e purport,” and inſerting in its ſtead, the 
ment, . Upon which Barlow applied to lord Mansfield, 
bed 0 ined a ſummons to ſhew cauſe why it ſhould not be 


fnded ; and Mr. Phillips, Mr. Wilkes's ſolicitor, attended 
Mansheld, at his houſe in Bloomſbury ſquare, on Mon- 
r 20th of February 1764, (which was the day before Mr, 

| Wilkes“ 


oP) ! 
Peers 


6 altel 


172 Mr. Wiltess Speech 


of the utmoſt importance, and I was in conf 
© quence tried the very next day on two ng 
charges, of which 1 could know nothing 
I will venture to declare this proceeding un 
© conſtitutional, I am adviſed that it is ille 
© and that it renders both the verdicts abſolute 
void. „„ 

I have ſtood forth, my lords, in ſupp 
© of the laws againſt the arbitrary acts of 
© nifters. This court of juſtice, in a ſolemn; 
c peal reſpecting General Warrants, ſhewed th 
© ſenſe of my conduct, I ſhall continue 
© reverence the wiſe and mild ſyſtem of Eng 
© laws, and this excellent conſtitution. TI hi 
© been much miſrepreſented ; but under ei 
< ſpecies of perſecution, I will remain firm: 
© friendly to the monarchy, dutiful and af 
< tionate to the illuſtrious Prince who wears 
© crown, and to the whole Brunſwick line, 

© As to all nice, intricate points of la 
© am ſenſible how narrow and circumſct 


* * 


Willces's trial) in conſequence of that ſummons. Lord 
field aſked him, what objections he had to ſuch an amendn 
he anſwered, that he could not conſent : upon which ord 
field faid, he did not aſk his conſent : but wanted to knov 
were his objections; and aſked, if it was not uſual to 
informations, or to that effect. Then having read ſome 
dents, out of a book which his lordſhip had in his hu 
made a written order to amend the ſaid information in ty 
ner applied for.” | ; 
For a particular account of the tranſaction, ſee the e 

c. delivered in at the bar of the Houſe of Commons, 
in the 113th number of the North Briton, 
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my ideas are; but I have experienced the 
deep knowledge, and great abilities of my 
counſel, With them I reſt the legal part of 
my defence, ſubmitting every point to the 
judgment of this honourable court, and to the 
laws of England.” 


When Mr, Wilkes had finiſhed his ſpeech, 
f. Attorney-general moved for his immediate 
mmitment on the outlawry. He was anſ- 
red by Mr. Serjeant Glynn, Mr. Recorder 
London, Mr. Mansfield, and Mr. Daven- 
rt, ſucceſſively, who all moved the court for 
Nit of error, which Mr. Attorney-genera], 
being applied to laſt Saturday, had refuſed 
grant. They ſpecified ſeveral particulars 
which the proceſs of outlawry was errone- 
, as ſufficient grounds for the motion, and 


line Wired to give any bail for Mr. Wilkes's ap- 
of lanfſW'ance. The court then proceeded to give 
\m{cW opinions ſeriatim. Lord Mansfield ſpoke 


rand forcibly on the impropriety of the pro- 
ure on both ſides ;z obſerving that the At- 
ey-general could not, with the leaſt appear- 
e of reaſon or law, move for the commit- 
it of a perſon who was not legally in court; 


"foal to { had the counſel for the defendant any better 
ad ſome WW for their motion in favour of a man who 
hi ered gratis before them: he added, that had 


Wilkes been brought thither by a writ of 
iar utlegatum, the motion might then have 
made with propriety, and the court might 

Bn then 
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then have exerted, had they pleaſed, their Mo 
cretionary power in accepting or refuſing Hr. 
bail. His lordſhip further expreſſed himſelf . 
happy in having an opportunity of explainii; 
his ſentiments publicly, before ſo large an Mt 
dience, with regard to the charge brought agi ye 
him by Mr. Wilkes, of granting an order ve 
the amendment in the information againſt iir 
in ſubſtituting the word tenor inſtead of pu eeat 
declaring repeatedly, that he thought him cor 
bound in duty to grant it; that he conceiſ idle 
it to be the uniform practice of all the jud i ated 
to grant ſuch amendments ; that he had hi the { 

ſelf frequently repeated the fame practice crc 
other cauſes, without the leaſt objection be pen. 
ever offered againſt it. The reſt of the jul that 
agreed with the Chief Juſtice in opinion, iſs of 
as Mr. Wilkes was not legally before the co all th 
no proceedings could be had upon his caſe ; MW nini 
_ Juſtice Willes particularly remarking, * Whtcna 
the officers of the crown had no right to tier ff 
upon that court the buſineſs of committing W of it 
Wilkes upon his gratis appearance, out of WM abou 
common courſe of law, when they might Wineſs 
brought him before it legally by a writ of Wis y, 
pias utlegatum, which it would have been Wi, oth, 
eaſy to execute, ſince he had notorioully WW thoſe 
' peared in public for ſeveral weeks paſt ; WW had t 
in that caſe, the Attorney-general might Wnnteq, 


made his motion with propriety.” 8 been 


It ought not to paſs unnoticed, that WM fte, 
Reynolds, Mr. Wilkes's ſolicitor, wo plexioy 
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orney-general for his fiat to obtain a writ 
rror againſt Mr. Wilkes's outlawry; which 
Attorney at firſt promiſed to grant, but af- 
yards refuſed ;—upon what pretence, or by 
at order, has not tranſpired, _ | 

eſtminſter-hall, and all the places near it, 
very full of people of all ranks who aſſem- 

| in great crowds ; but behaved in a very 
ceable and orderly manner, Not the leaſt 
corum, or inſult was offered to any; though 
idle tale was artfully and induſtriouſly pro- 


julMted during ſeveral of the preceding days, 
be ſpies and other runners of the m 3 
dice great riots and tumults would certainly 
n been. T his report, and that was all the rea- 


that can be aſſigned, induced the magiſ- 
n, Mes of Middleſex, Weſtminſter, &c. to order 
e co al the conſtables to patrole the ſtreets ; and 
e; WM niniſtry not chuſing to be behind-hand in 
ntenancing that falſe rumour, (though they, 
heir friends, were the firſt and only inven- 
of it) directed the whole military force in 
it of about London and Weſtminſter, to be in 
| Ineſs on that day. Two battalions of the 
t of Nis were kept under arms in St. James's 
been Wi, others were ready in St. George's Fields, 
oully i thoſe at St. James's, the Savoy, Tower, 
had the proper orders in caſe they ſhould 

ſanted, with ſeveral troops of horſe. And 
been aſſerted, that the men were furniſhed 
that WP lixteen rounds of ammunition. The 
lied i lexion of the court, and the diſpoſition of 
8 the 


176 Mr. Wilkes committed to the Cyftady if t 
the Favourite, are now ſo obvious and eu 
| known, as to render any comment unneceſii 
on this very extraordinary and moſt alarni 
military preparation. 5 

On the 27th at noon, Mr. Wilkes ſent 
the ſheriff's officer, Mr. Hill, to deſire him 
come to his lodgings and execute the Cz 
«tlegatum, which had been iſſued ; Mr, Hill; 
cordingly attended, and ſerved the capias on 
Wilkes ; ſoon after, Mr. Wilkes went 
very reſpectable bail to the court of Ki 
Bench, where the cauſe was long argued 
the counſel, Writs of error were now, a 
a week's delay, admitted by the Attorney-oiﬀ 
ral, and ordered by the court. Mr. Wil 
counſel inſiſted on his being admitted to 
which they offered unexceptionable, and 
any amount. The court acknowledged ; 
they had a diſcretionary power to admit hi 
bail, with the conſent of the proſecutor, 
Attorney-general, as proſecutor for the crc 
refuſed that conſent, and Mr. Wilkes was c 
mitted to the cuſtody of the marſhal of 
King's Bench prifon. Mr. Wilkes then 
lowed the marſhal into a private room, 
from thence attended him and his two aflill 
to a hackney coach to be conveyed to pr 
'The Rev. Mr. Horne only was permitted 
with Mr. Wilkes. Soon after the coach « 
off the people ran together, and on 
minſter-bridge took the horſes off, turn 
coach round, and then drew it * 
ag bo ; 
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ough the city, to the Three-tuns in Spital- 
ds. Mr. Wilkes often deſired them to de- 
t quietly, but in vain, and they forced out 


ring only Mr. Horne with Mr. Wilkes, In 

ir way through the city, they frequently 

ed Mr. Wilkes where he choſe to go. He 

wered, To the King's Bench priſon, where 

laws of his country ſent him. Afterwards, 

the requeſt of the Marſhal, he deſired them 

top at the Devil-tavern, Temple- bar; but 

would not comply. As ſoon as Mr. Wilkes 

ne to the Three-tuns in Spitalfields, he again 

red the people to diſperſe; and, as ſoon as 
could, left the houſe privately, by a back 

7, diſguiſed, and came voluntarily and ſur- 
tered himſelf to the priſon of the King's 
ch. IgE 1 0 


Itter from Mr. W ilkes to His attorney. 


; King's Bench Priſon, Friday, April 29. 
. : 

The writs of error, in the caſe of my out- 
wry, being now allowed, I deſire you to ex- 
une carefully into the ſtate of the proceed- 
gs, in the action I brought five years ago, 
unt lord Halifax, for having dared to iffue 
general warrant, I think that action was 
ſpended ſolely by his lordſhip's plea, that 1 
8 outlawed, I hope to live to hear an Eng- 
tend, VoL. I. M © lh 


the coach the marſhal and his two aſliſtants, 


178 Letter from Mr. Wilkes to his Attriq. 6 
© liſh jury, by a formal verdict, condemn 
< cretary of State, who violated the firſt j 
of this free nation, the perſonal liberty of 
© countrymen, in the moſt outrageous and 
© legal manner. I therefore beg you to lo 
time in laying before my counſel every th 
proper for the proſecution of this public q 
© which no conſideration ſhall make me ded 
CR TE: | 
I thank you, Sir, for the daily proof 
© oive me of activity and zeal in the cout 
« this great buſineſs, and deſire you to bel 
6 me ever, 
£ Your obliged humble ſervant, 


JOHN WILKI 


To Mr. Reynolds, 
attorney at law, Lime-ſtreet. 


The following is an exact copy of a letin 
the Electors of Ayleſbury to each of thi 


preſentatives. 


ES +» Les | 

Fully perſuaded that the clemency 
. © beſt of Princes will, if neceſſary, be at] 
< exerted in favour of Mr. Wilkes, ve 
© that, ſhould an attempt be made to 
him of his ſeat in parliament, you wil 
© your connection with us, who are ſind 
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ur friendſhip for him, prefer lenity ; and 
from your regard to the public, juſtice to his 
onſtituents, before rigour and ſeverity; and 


ceſs of ſuch a meaſure. 


William Hickman, 
John Dell, 
Dev. Dagnall, jun. 
Richard 'Terry, 
John Smith, 
Joſeph Grimes, 
Thomas Kirby, 
John Perkins, 
ohn Br ett, 
Daniel Lathwell, 
john Turvey, 
Francis Howſe, 
Henry Ruſſell, 
john Preſton, 
Robert Neale, 


letter 
" thi! 


Edward Terry, 1 
William Pugh, 

Benjamin Bates, 

John Plomer, 


john Burnham, 


Wlfbury, April 30. 


2ncy ( 


„ We 
e to d 
u wil 
are {in0 


Anthony Bacon, eſq; 


M 2 


uſe your utmoſt endeavours to prevent the ſuc- 


We are, Sir, 


« Your moſt humble ſervants, 


John Stephens, 


Rod. Hobbes, 
Thomas Hill, 
John Hill, 
William Brooke, 
John Ruſſell, 


Thomas Smith, 
=; | 
John Woodcock, 


H. Stone, 
Robert Patten, 


Robert Jemmet, 


Francis Neale, 
Hen. Sherife, 


be at ſited to John Durand, eſq; and the ſame to 


A leiter 
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A letter from Mr. Diderot to John Wilkes, 


Paris, April 2, 1 
SIR, 

© I received, with the greateſt pleaſure, t 
. news of your election. F happened to be 
the Preſident —, when your letter 
delivered to me: it was immediately n 
and the whole company, which was very 
merous, was overjoyed at * ſucceſs, Ye 
ſocial virtues will, at all times, and in 
places, render your memory dear and pre 
ous to your friends; and the juſtice, v 
has been done you in ſo public and dil 
guiſhed a manner, indemnifies you ſuffici 
05 for the hardſhips of your exile. How j 
ing it is to reign in the hearts of men! 
reign in thoſe of your fellow-citizens: 
deſerve to reign in them: you have ſuppo 
their rights; and genuine ſons of freedom 
they are, they have crowned with app 

the champion of their liberties, 
The uncommon unanimity with which 
electors voted in your favour, is an un 
teſtable proof of their impartiality. 
bribery, corruption, and underhand 
which are ſo frequent in almoſt all elect 
had no place in yours: the love of Ui 
fired every breaſt, and procured you tig 
frage of the independent electors. : 


K M W a aa a Ga AO aNnG A6'a 
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loubt not but you might have been choſen 
lor London itſelf, where the different in- 
ereſts ariſing from trade ſet ſo many ſecret 
rings in motion, had the electors been as 
fee in Guildhall, as they are intereſted in 
heir commerce: but intereſt, you know, go- 
erns the world. 5 
Vour quiet and peaceable demeanor doe 
ou infinite honour ; and your generous 
nd patriotic principles will render your 
me immortal. You quitted Paris, that 
geeable retreat, where your amiable and 
entleman-like behaviour hath gained you ſo 
ny friends; and notwithſtanding all the 
uſements which we endeavoured to pro- 
ure for you, in order to render your ſta 
he more agreeable, you overlooked all dan- 
ers, ana flew to ſupport the rights of your 
puntry, Coriolanus meditated the ruin of 
s; and under pretext of ſecuring her li- 
ities, propoſed ſhe ſhould receive the gall- 
g yoke of ſlavery, after having demoliſhed 
r walls, Actuated by a motive infinitely 
ore noble, you go to yours in the charac- 
of a peace-maker ; and, as a reward of 
that you haye ſuffered for her ſake, you 
k nothing but the power of being further 
wiceable to her, In the ſame inſtant Lon- 
n opens to you her gates, and the citizens 
er hearts; but the greater part of the elec- 
, reſtrained or intimidated by the power- 
influence of the other candidates, durſt 
©: nog 


182 Mr. Wilkess Addreſs 
£ not venture to give you their votes. Thel 
dependent and famous county of Middleſ 
© however, has indemnified you for the ſeq 
© machinations of the one, and the baſe puſ 
© lanimity of the other. Europe will be { 
_ © prized at your patriotiſm and your fucceſ 
or rather Europe will admire the one, 


ea 
| © rejoice at the other. I am the firſt to & 10 
© citate you on the occaſion, and to join it 
© congratulations to thoſe of all the friend ed 
© the human race, which was certainly Ho 
intended to wear fetters. The auguft fei ny 
of Great Britain will ſtill count a WI bir 
© among its moſt illuſtrious members; W* 1 
the liberty of your country will ſtill fn ine: 
you a generous defender of its rights and {ſing 
© vileges, I have the honour to be, with nd 
greateſt ſincerity, = | gree, 
IRR « DIDEROMvI 
1 ſitue 

| my | 

To the Gentlemen, Clergy, and Freehaldtrs ofecai 
county of Middleſex, ; & 

| Mido 

© GENTLEMEN, ein 

In ſupport of the liberties of this couny r. 
© againſt the arbitrary rule of miniſters, Wſnd 
© before committed to the Tower, and am dject 
« ſentenced to this Priſon. Steadinels al th 
„I hope, ſtrength of mind, do not hoy r 


leave me; for the ſame conſolation ft 
„me here, the conſciouſneſs of 1. 
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haiing done my duty, and exerted all my 
poor abilities, not unſucceſsfully, for this 
nation, I can ſubmit even to far greater 
ſufferings with chearfulneſs, becauſe I ſee 
that my countrymen reap the happy fruits of 
my labours and cruel perſecutions, by the re- 
peated deciſions of our ſovereign courts of juſ- 
tice in favour of liberty. I therefore bear up 
with fortitude, and even glory that I am cal- 
led to ſuffer in this cauſe, becauſe TI continue 
to find the nobleſt reward, the applauſe of 
my native country, of this' great, free, and 
piited people. 
I chiefly regret, gentlemen, that this con- 
inement deprives me of the honour of thank- 
ing you in perſon, according to my promiſe, 
and at preſent takes from me, in a great de- 
nee, the power of being uſeful to you. The 
will however, to do every ſervice to my con- 
ſituents, remains in its full force, and when 
ny ſufferings have a period, the firſt day I 
regain my liberty ſhall reſtore a life of zeal 
in the cauſe and intereſts of the county of 
Middleſex. e 
In this priſon, in any other, in every place, 
ny ruling paſſion will be the love of Eng- 
and and our free conſtitution, To thoſe 
Wjets I will make every ſacrifice. Under 
ll the oppreflions, which miniſterial rage 
ad revenge can invent, my ſteady purpote 
s to concert with you, and other true friends 
ab this country, the moſt probable means of 
EY | 4 | 6 rooting 
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rooting out the remains of arbitrary pow 
and ſtar-chamber inquiſition, and of imyny 
ing, as well as ſecuring, the generous pl 
of freedom, which were the boaſt of our 2 
ceſtors, and I truſt will remain the noble 
inheritance of our poſterity, the only genui 
characteriſtic of Engliſhmen, _ 
»I have the honour to be, 
© with affection and regard, 
<GENTLEMEN, 
© Your obliged and faithful 
© Humble ſervant, 


+< King's Bench Priſon, 
Thurſday, May 5, 1768. 
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A 


* JOHN WILKE) 


June 9. This morning at eight, Mr. Wi 
was brought from the priſon of the Kin 
Bench to the court. The judges came abe 
nine. It had been mentioned the laſt ten 

that a new argument was deſired, and that ne 
ground might be taken for the reverſal of t 
_ outlawry, At the opening. of the court, 
Wilkes made a ſhort ſpeech, that he was pt 
fectly ſatisfied with the ſtate of the argume⸗ 
as it was left by Mr. Serjeant Glynn, that 
did not mean to quit the firm and ſolid gol 
on which it reſted, and was perſuaded, 


xy 
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e juſtice of the court, that his outlawry muſt 
> reverſed, The Attorney-general then, in 
pport of the outlawry, entered upon a very 
ng argument, to which no one of Mr, Wilkes's 
unſel replied. The judges afterwards de- 
ered their opinions very fully, and were un- 
mous that the outlawry was illegal, and 
uſt be reverſed, Their lordſhips differed as 
ſome reaſons, but all concurred in the re- 
ſal, and the irregularity of the proceedings. 
The Attorney-general then demanded judg- 
nt on the two verdicts. Mr. Wilkes de- 
dd to avail himſelf of ſeveral points in arreſt 
judgment. He ſaid, that when he had the 
nour of appearing before that court on the 
th of April, he had ſtated the caſe of the al- 
ation of the records at lord Mansfield's own 
ke; that his lordſhip had replied ; but that 
ever his lordſhip had delivered only his own 
nion; and the opinion of one judge, how- 
Wild: diſtinguiſhed for great ability, was not the 
King ment of the court, which he defired, and 
e aboMWJnutted-to, and begged that his counſe] might 
& tene that, and ſome other points of import- 
chat ne. Several things were afterwards mentioned 
1 of de Attorney-general, and by Mr. Wilkes's 
art, Mel. At laſt the court fixed the next Tueſ- 
was pe to debate, Whether both verdicts ought not 
rout" ſet aide on the objections as to the re- 
„ that having been altered, and that the infor- 
d grogen were not filed by the proper officer, but 
led, fi he ſolicitor-general. N . 
| The 


1866 Tord Mansfield's Speech, 


The right honourable the lord Mansfe & 
made the following very long and ela boa 
ſpeech on the ſubject of Mr. Wilkes's out 
lawry, and in juſtification of his own condub 
which had been the cauſe of much popular abu 

being thrown out againſt his lordſhip. 


Led Mansfield's ſpeech in the court of Kin 
| Bench. 


© I have now gone through the ſeveral ( 
© rors aſſigned by the defendant, and which h 
been ingeniouſly argued, and confident] 
lied on, by his counſel at the bar: Ih 
given my ſentiments upon them, and if, u 
© the whole, after the cloſeſt attention toy 
has been ſaid, and with the ſtrongeſt incl 
tion in favour of the defendant, no argume 
which have been urged, no caſes which 
been cited, no reaſons which occur to me, 
< ſufficient to ſatisfy me in my conſcience 
judgment, that this outlawry ſhould be 
© verſed, I am bound to affirm it——and 
* let me make a pane, 7 
Many arguments have been ſuggeſted, 
© in and out of court, upon the conſeque 
of eſtabliſhing this outlawry, either , 
may affect the defendant as an individu: 
£ the public in general: as to the firſt, \ 
ever they may be, the defendant has br 
them upon himſelf ; they are inet a 1 
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ſequences of law arifing from his own act; 
if the penalty, to which he is thereby ſuh- 
jected, is more than a puniſhment adequate 
to the crime he has committed, he ſhould not 
have brought himſelf into this unfortunate 
predicament, by flying from the juſtice of his 
country; he thought proper to do ſo, and 
he muſt taſte,the fruits of his own conduct, 
however bitter and unpalatable they may be; 
and although we may be heartily ſorry for 
any perſon who has brought himſelf into this 
eral tuation, it is not in our power, God for- 
ch bid it ſhould ever be in our power, to deliver 
ntly im from it; we cannot prevent the judg- 
| kWrent of the law by creating irregularity in the 
if, I proceedings; we cannot prevent the conſe- 
to viquences of that judgment by pardoning the 
t incifWGterime ; if the defendant has any pretenſions 
round mercy, thoſe pretenſions muſt be urged, 
and that power exerciſed in another place, 
where the conſtitution has wiſely and neceſſa- 
nly veſted it ; the crown will judge for itſelf ; 
t does not belong to us to interfere with pu- 
ninment; we have only to declare the law; 
none of us had any concern in the proſecu- 
ton of this buſineſs, nor any wiſhes upon the 


id be 


eſted, 


nfeque vent of it; it was not our fault that the de- 
her Pendant was proſecuted for the libels upon 
lid hich he has been convicted; I took no ſhare 
firſt, Nr another place, in the meaſures which were 


has br( 


en to proſecute him for one of them; it 
yitable 


as not our faylt that he was convicted; 
| | 5 [4 it 
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188 Lord Mansfield s Speech, 

it was not our fault that he fled ; it was nc 
our fault that he was outlawed ; it was nd 
our fault that he rendered himſelf up to ju 
tice; none of us revived the proſecuti 
againſt him, nor could any one of us f 
that proſecution when it was revived; it 
not our fault if there are not any errors up 
the record, nor is it in our power to cre: 
any if there are none; we are bound by o 
oath and in our conſciences, to give ſuch 
judgment as the Jaw will warrant, and 
our reaſon can approve; ſuch a judgment 
we muſt ſtand or fall by, in the opinion 
the preſent times, and of poſterity ; ind 
ing it, therefore, we muſt have regard 

our reputation as honeſt men, and men 
{kill and knowledge competent to the ſtatic 
we hold; no conſiderations whatſoever ſho 

miſlead us from this great object, to whi 
© weever ought, and I truſt, ever ſhall di 
© our attention, But conſequences of a pub 
nature, reaſons of ſtate, political ones, 

< been ſtrongly urged, (private anonymous 
< ters ſent to me I ſhall paſs over) open avo 


A 


publications which have been judicially 


£ ticed, and may therefore be mentioned, h 
< endeavoured to influence or intimidate 
« court, and ſo prevail upon us to trife 
c prevaricate with God, our conſciences, 
© the public: it has been intimated, that 


© ſequences of a frightful nature will flow f 


the eſtabliſhment of this outlawry ; it 1 
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the people expect the reverſal, that the tem- 
r of the times demand it, that the multi- 
tude will have it fo, that the continuation of 
the outlawry in full force will not be endured, 
that the execution of the law upon the defen- 
(ant will be reſiſted ; theſe are arguments 
which will not weigh a feather with me. If 
nſurrection and rebellion are to follow our 
termination, we have not to anſwer for the 
conſequences, though we ſhould be the in- 
cent cauſe—we can only ſay, fiat juſtitia, 
nat celum ; we ſhall diſcharge our duty with- 
aut expectations of approbation, or the ap- 
rehenſions of cenſure; if we are ſubjected 
v the latter unjuſtly, we muſt ſubmit to it; 
e cannot prevent it; we will take care not 
0 deſerve it. He muſt be a weak man in- 
bed who can be ſtaggered by ſuch a conſi- 
eration, = 3 

The miſapprehenſion, or the miſrepreſen- 
ation of the ignorant or the wicked, the 


a pub the ant 
dg widax infamia, which is the conſequence of 
nous od, are equally indifferent to, unworthy 
n av0 e attention of, and incapable of making 


ly impreſſion on men of firmneſs and intre- 


oy ity, — Thoſe who imagine judges are 
date able of being influenced by ſuch unworthy, 
«rifle direct means, moſt groſsly deceive them- 
= ves; and for my own part, I truſt that my 
that Mnper, and the colour and conduct of my 


le, hath clothed me with a ſuit of armour 
hield me from ſuch arrows. If I have 
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ever ſupported the King's meaſures, if I hy 


a1 
© ever afforded. any aſſiſtance to governmenlMl of 
© if I have diſcharged my duty as a public p. 
private character, by endeavouring to rf (u 
< ſerve pure and perfect the principles of He. 
© conſtitution, maintain unſullied the hon w 
© of the courts of juſtice, and, by an pr de 
< adminiſtration of, to give a due effect to, the 
© laws, I have hitherto done it without uM ali: 
other gift or reward than that moſt plealing 
and moſt honourable one, the conſcientiofMind 
£ conviction of doing what was right, 1 Heer 
© not affect to ſcorn the opinion of mankin aba. 

« I wiſh earneſtly for popularity, I will erer 
and will have popularity; but J will tell i ton 

© how I will obtain it; I will have that p into 

< larity which follows, and not that wid nd 

© run after. It is not the applauſe of a Malu. 

© it is not the huzzas of thouſands, that Neidd. 


give a moment's ſatisfaction to a rat edd; 
« teing ; that man's mind mult indeed be a ou 
© one, and his ambition of a moſt depraved 
< who can be captivated by ſuch wretchec 
c lurements, or ſatisfied with ſuch mome 
< oratifications. I ſay with the Roman or 
and can fay it with as much truth as he 


„ Ego hoc animo ſemper fui, ut invidiam ve the 


„ . . ) , , 
e partam, gloriam non inſamiam, putarem: ſituti 


© the threats have been carried further, 
< ſanal violence has been - denounced, U 
„public humour be complied with; I 
fear ſuch threats, I do not believe 9 


9, 
e 1. 
el ) thay 
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any reaſon to fear them: it is not the genius 
of the worſt of men in the worſt of times to 
proceed to ſuch ſhocking extremities: but if 
ſuch an event ſhould happen, let it be fo, 


wholeſome effects; ſuch a {troke might rouſe 
the better part of the nation from their le- 
thargic condition to a ſtate of activity, to 
aſſert and execute the law, and puniſh the dar- 


t Al ; | h ; : 
ing and impious hands which had violated it; 


eali 


ntiC 

1 ger which threatens all liberty, from the moſt 
nk abandoned licentiouſneſs, might, by ſuch an 
11 erent, be awakened to a ſenſe of their ſitua- 
tell ton, as drunken men are ſometimes ſtunned 
t pa ate ſobriety. If the ſecurity of our perſons 
hic and our property, of all we hold dear and 
a alvable, are to depend upon the caprice of a 


that Meiddy multitude, or to be at the diſpoſal of a 


natd iddy mob; if, in compliance with the hu- 

de aw ours, and to appeaſe the clamours of thoſe, 
ved Hel civil and political inftitutions are to be 
+chedMe'iregarded or overthrown, a life fomewhat 
omen{WQnore than ſixty is not worth preſerving at ſuch 
an or price, and he can never die too ſoon, who 
he ys down his life in ſupport and vindication, 
am diet the policy, the government, and the con- 
em? ution of his country *.“ . 
ther, bs Tune 
_ TEETER 

5 x eh 4 not this Speech rather a faneg yrick on the Speaker 
eve | il, tan a diſcourſe en the Rewerjal of Mr. Wilkes's Outlazory ? 


even ſuch an event might be productive f 


and thoſe who now ſupinely behold the dan- | 


2. Wauld. 
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objections, Mr. ſerjeant Glynn next took 
_ tice, that as a writ of error was intended to 
brought before a higher court of juſtice, bel 


bij 


192 Mr. Wilkes brought to the Court of K, }, 


June 14. This morning at eight, Mr, Wil 
was again brought up to the court of Kin 
Bench. The court ſat about nine. Mr. $ 
{out Glynn, the recorder of London, 

ansfield, and Mr. Davenport, argued u 
largely on the two points, the filing of the i 
formation by the ſolicitor, not the attorne 


ansfield's houſe the evening before the tri 
without the knowledge of Mr. Wilkes, T 
one was in arreſt of judgment, the other 3 
for a new trial, The attorney-general, { 
Fletcher Norton, and Mr. Thurlow, made | 


Serjeant Glynn. Then the court proceeded 
deliver their opinions, and over-ruled both 


the Houſe of Lords, he defired that the caſ 
the alteration of the records, under ſuch pec 
circumſtances, might be ſtated on the bac 
the record, to be tranſmitted to the lords, otl 
wiſe that important point could not come 
fore the houſe, This was abſolutely refuſe 
the court. 


un.. 


— —_— 


2. Would it not bave been more proper for the £STABLIS 
tban the REVERSAL of the Outlawry? 


4: Was it not ſtudied when the former was intended ? 


bend, \ 


Mr. Wilkes is fined and impriſoned. 192 
ord Mansfield then made his report of the 
trials. The attorney-general, Sir Fletcher 
ton, and Mr, Thurlow, ſpoke in aggra- 
on of both offences, and Mr. ſerjeant Glynn 
ered their arguments. After this, Mr. 
kes deſired that judgment might be paſſed 

n him. The court declared, that they 

d not then paſs judgment, but would con- 
it among themſelves; and upon Mr. 
lkes's again preſſing for a very early day, 
led that there ſhould be no delay. 

f. Wilkes again offered bail, which was 
kd by the court, They continued fitting 
bar l1x. ES ONES 
une 18, This morning about eight, Mr. 
bes was brought up to the court of King's 
ch. Lord Mansfield, and the other three 

We: took their ſeats before nine, Mr. juſtice 
Ws harangued on the two offences; but took 
tice of Mr, Kearfly's affidavit, ſetting forth, 
the letters produced on the trial of the Eflay 
Woman, by which Mr. Wilkes was con- 
, were taken from Mr. Kearſly by force, 
r the authority of an illegal general warrant. 
ud Mr. juſtice Yates dwell on the publica- 
af the poem; but only on the nature and 
ncy of it. He then paſſed the following 
ace ;—— That Mr. Wilkes be impriſoned 
t5-two calendar months from this day: 
le pay a fine of one thouſand pounds; 
pre ſecurity for his future good behaviour 
wen years; himſelf in a bond for one 


tend, VOI. I. N 1 thouſand 


104 A Charatter. 
thouſand pounds, and two ſureties in bonk 
five hundred pounds each, 

Mr. Wilkes himſelf then moved for a1 
of error to the Houſe of Lords ; and faid, f 
from the wiſdom and juſtice of that court 
hoped that the alteration of the records by 
chief juſtice Mansfield, at his own houſe, u. 
be put in ſuch a form as to come b waydf 
peal before the Houſe of Lords. Lord M. 
field replied, that they could not alter the 
Mr. Wilkes repeated his requeſt, that ſo 
portant a point might be brought before: 
perior court, and received the ſame anſwer 
lord Mansfield, that 3 cou. not alte 
L-A W. 
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A CHARACTER, 
c On the oTHER ſide up roſe 
% BELIAL; 
CA fairer perſon loſt not heay'n ; he * 
“ For dignity compos'd and high exploit; 
© But all was FALSE and HOLLOW ; ti 


his tongue 
„ Dropt Manna, and could make the 


o m) 
Dr1vilk 
mich 
0 be 
om t 
1 


en gea 


hewn, 
„ appear ene 
«6 The BETTER reaſon,” een ad 


Mr rox, book II. line 105 dire 


: Mr. Wilkes is * to 3 the 
: of the Alteration of the Records before 4 
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0 mmittee for Grievances in the Houſe of Com- 
| ons . | | | £1 

1 ib he following is Mr. Wilkes's Addreſs to his 
| (WMonſtituents on the ſame day. 3 

nt, 


dy | 
mi e gentlemen, clergy, and freeholders of the 
1 county of Middleſex. 5 


he 

ſo 
re 1 
werf 
alter 


© CENTLEMEN, 3 
© After every kind of oppoſition from the 
ools of miniſterial power, and every hour 
if delay, which could be gained by the chi- 
ane of law, I find myſelf at laſt happy, 
ven under this day's ſevere ſentence, that b 
he unanimous determination of all the judges 
of the court of King's Bench J am reſtored 
o my birth-right, to the noble liberties and 
rivileges of an Engliſhman. The outlawry, 
mich is now reverſed, has appeared clearly 
o be an act of equal injuſtice and cruelty, 
ſom the very beginning erroneous and ille- 
al, In the whole progreſs of miniſterial _ 
engeance againſt me for ſeveral years, I have 
hewn, to the conviction of all mankind, that 
y enemies have trampled on the laws, and 
een actuated by the ſpirit of tyranny and 
| bitrary power, The general warrant, under 
x 100 e "= 


— 


* See North Briton, No. 113, 114, and 115. 


N 2 © which 
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* which I was firſt apprehended, has been Mer 
« judged illegal. The ſeizure of my pe 
was condemned judicially, The outlniMh: 
ſo long the topic of virulent abuſe, is at Mor 
declared to have been contrary to law; r. 
on the ground firſt taken by my learned cou 
ſel, Mr. ſerjeant Glynn, is formally reverk 
It ſtill remains in this public cauſe, thatt 
juſtice of the nation ſhould have place agi 
the firſt and great criminal, the late ſecret 
of ſtate, lord Halifax, not ſo much for they 
niſhment he has merited, as for the exan 
of terror to any preſent or future miniſ 
who might otherwiſe be tempted to invade 
ſacred liberties of our country. I pledge 
ſelf to-you, that my ſtrongeſt efforts ſhall 
exerted to carry this through with a ſpirit 
firmneſs becoming an affair of national 
© quence, yet without the ſmalleſt degre 
private rancour or malice, which neither 
long and hard impriſonment, nor the 
< provocations, ſhall make me harbour a 
© any man. „ . 
At the end of this tedious and harſh 
„ finement, I hope, gentlemen, to pals tht 
of my life a freeman among you, my free 
© countrymen ; and, give me leave to dee 
< that on every emergency, whenever the 
© of the people are attacked, I ſhall be 
© to ſtand forward, and to riſk all for 
is neareſt to my heart, the freedom of 
land. In this glorious cauſe we ae eq 
85 eng 
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engaged. We have only one common in- 
tereſt, that of our country, its laws, and li- 
herties, and in conſequence, the preſervation 
of our Sovereign, and the Brunſwick line. 
Theſe objects we will readily purſue, and 
eedom ſhall not periſh among us, neither 
by the treachery and corruption of miniſters, 
or by the fate of arms, while we remain 
en and Engliſhmen. Ds 
J obſerve, gentlemen, in the ſpeech of the 
ords commiſſioners at the opening of this 
arliament, that no matters of general buſmeſs 
re to come on this ſeſſion, before the winter, 
beg to be honoured with your commands 
or the next ſeſſion on any points of impor- 
ance, which you may judge proper to be ſub- 
titted to the great council of the nation, ei- 
her reſpecting the kingdom in general, or 
ur county in particular. In all our com- 
non concerns J entreat for myſelf your can- 
bur and indulgence, of which I feel that I 
Band in great need, My views, however, 
"ll be approved by you, for they ſhall be 
ublic ſpirited, and in no inſtance ſelfiſh or 
artial, I would not for a moment lie under 
e ſuſpicion of a mean, private, intereſted 
lan of conduct or perſonal ambition. I am 


er the etermined to remain entirely independent, 
ll be ncorrupted, even unbiaſſed in an improper 
11 for Woanner, and never to accept from the crown, 
om of eder place, penſion, gratuity or emolument 


| any kind, I will live and die in your 
FS. 6 ſervice, 


min 


Saturday, June 18, 1768. 


to inflame the jury of the county, before wi 


he averring, the addreſs was read, and the 
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* ſervice, a private gentleman, perfectiy fl 
under no controul but the laws, under 3 
© influence but yours, and I hope by your 
© your and kindneſs, one of the repreſent 
< tives of parliament for the county of Midi 
© ſex, On theſe terms only I expect thray 
© life the continuance of your ſupport, 25 We 
© as the favourable opinion of you, and all ot 
good men, the friends of liberty and of 
country. 
Jam, GENTLEMEN, 
With gratitude and eſteem, 
© Your faithful and obedient 
Humble ſervant, 
Ke : | th 
© King's Bench priſon, 


oq 


JOHN WILKW 


The court of Common Pleas was mon 
June 20, by Mr. ſerjeant Nares, for an atta 
ment againſt the printer of the Gazetteer, 
publiſhing the above addreſs to the Gentle 
Clergy, and Freeholders of the county 
Middlefex, as he apprehended the farne tere e 


the cauſe was to be tried. The court 1 
him,. —“ Whether he made that motion 
c behalf of the Attorney-General ?” Wh 


deck 
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clared that they did not ſee any thing juſtly 
ſerving cenſure, and refuſed the attachment. 
The fame day the court of Common Pleas 
as moved, that, as Mr. Wilkes's outlawry 
as now reverſed, he might be at liberty to 
thdraw his demurrer to Lord Halifax's plea 
d reply ; but the court were of opinion, that 
was proper to give a term's notice of this 
tion, and Mr, Wilkes's attorney gave notice 
cordingly, | © 


t AN ADDRESS. 


| the gentlemen, clergy, and freeholders of the 
county of Middleſex, | 


Gentlemen, 5 
{ I cannot ſuppreſs the emotions of a grate- 
uk heart, I muſt pay you my beſt tribute 
di thanks for the many proofs of a noble and 
moſenerous friendſhip, which you have con- 
n attuWinued to me in this priſon now for above ſix 
tteer, MWnonths. I will not lament my paſt ſuf- 
entlenerings, nor even a harſh and cruel ſentence, 
ount/ Mecauſe that I find your favour and protection 
ne teure extended to me in proportion to the en- 
ore wifeale of the perſecutions I undergo. Every 
burt May gives a freſh mark of your kindneſs and 


KE. 


notion Nffection; I truſt that J may add likewiſe, of 
iy firmneſs in the cauſe, as well as ſteady 
| the Attachment of my friends, the ſ pporters of 
t freedom, 


deck 


SF 1 
1 
4 0 


the next week for the diſpatch of bufing 


Lords, as the ſupreme judicature of this ki 
dom, and I ſhall bring before their Lordi 
© the whole ſtate of the legal proceedings, whi 
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which reſpected the outlawry, The mat 


giving you in a Britiſh ſenate the cle 
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* freedom, and the conſtitution of our nat 
country. - 


The parliament being ſummoned to ne 


* I think it my duty to ſubmit to you the mor 
© ticulars of my future conduct. I mean, j efto 
© petition the Houſe of Commons, as the gr the! 
£ inqueſt of the nation, in the full hope of tion 


* redreſs of all my grievances, which have arik 
© from various acts of arbitrary power exert 
© by the miniſters, the illegalities reſpecting 
© two trials, and eſpecially the alteration oft 
© records, I have already lodged an appt 
© againſt the two ſentences before the Hou 


© ] believe are no leſs erroneous and ini? 
than thoſe have already been declared ty Mick 


of parliament will ſuſpend the important pl 
lic cauſe againſt Lord Halifax, which ein 
* be tried till the term following the next} 
© rogation. . 1 

I look forward, gentlemen, to the hat 
© moment of regaining my freedom, and 


< demonſtration that the principles of Li 
© have taken a deep root in my heart. 
© ſhall find me a faithful guardian of thec 
and religious liberties of the people of L 
$ land, ſtrenuous and unwearied in * 


Freeholders of Middleſex. 20r 


vours to deſtroy all the remains of deſpotic 
power among our free-born countrymen. 
[ ſhall think it a glorious reward of my toils, 
if, in one inſtance only, a point of the ut- 
moſt moment, grand juries may, through my 
efforts, recover the power and right given 
dem by the firſt principles of the conſtitu- 
tion, which are at preſent entirely loſt in the 


node of proceeding by information, ſo long, 

s the great grievance of the ſubject, practiſed 
80 oth by the Attorney- general and the judges 
of (of the court of King's Bench. In this, and 
er other point of national liberty, I ſhall 


arneſtly beg your aſſiſtance. I hope at all 
imes in public buſineſs to have the advan- 
age of your counſels to perfect the plan of 
ecuring and guarding the liberties of the freeſt 
ation in the world, againſt future attacks of 
vicked miniſters, or even encroachments of 
he crown; which ſecurity can only be ob- 
ined by the moſt wholeſome laws and the 
iſeſt regulations, built on the firm baſis of 
Magna Charta, the great preſerver of the lives, 
eedom, and property of Engliſhmen. 
J am, GENTLEMEN, 
* Under encreafing obligations, 
* Your faithful and obedient 
© Humble ſervant, 
King's Bench priſon, 
hurſday, Nov. 3, 1768. 


« JOHN WILKES.” 
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Thus have we given, to the beſt of our Ali 
ty, a diflinft and accurate Account of all the N 
ceedings againſt Mr. Wilkes to the 3d of Novum 
1768. Thoſe which follow that period will| 

found in the ſucceeding Numbers of the Vn 
| Br iton. | 
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Thus have we gi ven, to the beft of our Al 
ty, a dliiſtinct and accurate Account of all the pn 
ceedings againſt Mr. Wilkes to the 3d of Neven 
1768. Thoſe which follow that period wil | 
ou in the ſucceeding Numbers of the Vn 
HBriton. | | | 
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